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THE RENT BILL 


Sie Rent Bill has now passed the crucial test—the Committee stage in the 

House of Commons—and it should now make fairly rapid progress. 
Some important amendments have been made or promised, but the basic princi- 
ples of the Bill remained unchanged. In particular, the Government have stood 
firm on the decontrol of dwellings with a rateable value of over £40 in London 
and £30 elsewhere in England and Wales, although the transitional period has 
been extended from six to fifteen months. In view of the fears expressed by 
their own supporters, the Government might have compromised by raising the 
limits of rateable value, thus reducing the number of houses to be decontrolled. 
It is doubtful, however, whether this would have been satisfactory. If there is 
to be any decontrol, it is surely better to bring a fairly large number of houses 
into the market at the same time, thus giving the forces of supply and demand 
a fair field within which to operate. At the same time, the decision to extend 
the transitional period should ease the position by giving landlords and tenants 
a sufficient period in which to test the market. It may well be that those landlords 
who begin with inflated ideas will have to moderate their demands before 
fifteen months have expired. A substantial increase in rents is almost inevitable 
but it may well be less than is often supposed. 


It may be argued, of course, that the housing shortage in London and one or 
two other big cities is such that landlords will be able to raise rents to the point 
of hardship. If that happens, it will be incumbent upon the Government to 
intervene, but it must not be overlooked that the housing shortage in these 
particular places is to a large extent the result of the notorious congestion of 
population and employment. Successive Governments have been endeavouring 
to reduce this congestion, particularly in London, by encouraging the movement 
of population and employment to new and expanded towns. These efforts 
have had some success but not so much as had been hoped. A policy of artifici- 
ally low rents can be a positive hindrance to this desirable attempt to reduce 
congestion. There has, for instance, been some resistance by civil servants to 
plans for moving Government offices to smaller towns in the provinces; perhaps 
this resistance would disappear if rents in London were allowed to reach the 
market level. Again, higher rents in London would probably lead before long 
to higher differentials in London salaries and wages; if so, the metropolis might 
lose some of its attraction for private employers. At the same time, it would 
be quite contrary to the spirit of the age to leave matters entirely to the workings 
of supply and demand. The Government must press on all the more vigorously 
with schemes for dispersal through the machinery of the New Towns Act and 
the Town Development Act. 


The great majority of houses to let fall below the prescribed limits of rateable 
value, and these will remain subject to control for the time being. It is important 
that these houses should be put into good repair and, if possible, improved by 
the addition of modern amenities. The Bill provides for new ‘rent limits’ which 
in many cases will involve a substantial increase on the old standard rents. 
Landlords will, therefore, be in a better position than before to spend money on 
repairs. If the house is not kept in good repair, the tenant will be able to secure 
a reduction in rent; the landlord must, however, be given six months in which 
to do the repairs before the tenant can get a certificate of disrepair from the 
local authority. In this respect, the new Bill is perhaps more realistic than the 
1954 Act which was based on the assumption that the landlord ought not to 
have any increase until he had put the house in repair; this approach overlooked 
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the fact that the landlord might not have the money for repairs. The six months 
notice under the new Bill at least gives him an opportunity to get some money 
in hand. This approach has not been agreeable to the Opposition, but the 
Government have stuck to it during the Committee stage. Six months, however, 
is a long time to wait to get repairs done, and the Government might usefully 
consider whether the period could be shortened, and they certainly ought to 
think about the complicated procedure which the Bill imposes on tenants. No 
reasonable person really objects to landlords having a fair return on their 
property, but the Government should ensure that tenants and local authorities 
are not hampered in getting repairs done. 


NEW VISTA ON HEATING 


Se progressive drop in the cost of electricity generation by our atomic 

power stations, as given in estimates produced by Sir Christopher Hinton 
for his lecture to the Royal Swedish Academy last Friday, offers confirmation 
of the thesis that the heating of buildings by electricity may in future be justified 
not only on the grounds of convenience and air cleanliness but also by reason 
of its cheapness as compared with solid fuel or oil. 

Sir Christopher, who is managing director of the UK Atomic Energy 
Authority, forecast that by 1962-3 the advantage will have passed by a small 
margin from the product of the conventionally-powered stations to the nuclear 
stations, and that by 1970 generating costs would fall from the present figure 
of .66d. per unit to .47d., to .38d. in 1980 and to .32d by 1990. Costs in coal- 
burning stations on the other hand are likely to rise in Sir Christopher’s view, 
gains in efficiency being more than offset by the rising tendency of the price of 
coal. 

The importance of this statement to the architect and engineer is hard to 
overestimate. Electrical heating, especially in the form of underfloor systems, 
has much to commend it on several scores. But architects must naturally be 
cautious in installing heating systems which, built into structures, commit the 
owners or lessees to a line from which there is no retreat. At present electricity 
is not the cheapest, though it may be the most convenient way of heating a 
building, though it is nevertheless extending its use as the increasing cost of 
solid and oil fuel reduces the differential in its favour. 

Sir Christopher Hinton’s disclosures now open a new line of thought on 
heating altogether. With new buildings of all kinds whose life may be reckoned 
as being not less than 50 years, the statement that by 1970, only a dozen years 
ahead, nuclear power will be appreciably cheaper than conventional power 
must make architects think once more about the relative merits of electrical 
heating and forms of heating derived from coal and oil. 


FORECASTING BUILDING WORK 


iu the programme of work on which the building industry depends for its 
living and to maintain its organisations is to remain reasonably steady, 
then the obtaining of accurate data on which trends can be forecast becomes 
important. This is especially true at the present time when Government, and 
not less so the industry, are anxious to judge the effect of economic restrictions. 
Builders, then, will do well to co-operate with the Ministry of Works by 
filling in expeditiously the return form which will shortly be sent to all firms 
engaged in building and civil engineering. The form itself, in the preparation 
of which the industry has been consulted, is as simple as possible and asks for 
three items of information only, all related to the first three months of the 
current year: (a) The number of men employed; (4) the estimated amount of 
work done; and (c) new orders won. Those builders whose first reaction to the 
Ministry’s request is: ‘ What, another form?’ will be relieved to know that the 
information collected in the return will also be used for the annual Census of 
Production by the Board of Trade, so rendering that separate return unnecessary. 
All information obtained from individual firms will be treated as strictly 
confidential and will be used solely in compiling general statistics. 
There is real point in the Ministry’s request, and the builders may with 
confidence be expected to co-operate to the full. 
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Notes of the Week, 


Nuclear Station Design 


HAT the Central Electricity Authority 
have taken steps to ensure that the 
general design and main architectyra| 
features of new nuclear power stations 
shall not be incongruous in the landscape 
is good news. The overriding considera. 
tion in siting is, of course, nearness to 
the sea, and nuclear stations for this reg. 
son alone can hardly avoid being promi- 
nent. That being so, and the stations 
themselves being vital to our economy. 
the correct step now is to be as certain 
as is possible that the stations themselves 
are well sited and designed. 

The Minister of Power’s announce- 
ment last week that the services of Mr. 
Kenneth Cross, PRIBA, Sir William Hol- 
ford and Sir Percy Thomas were being 
retained to advise on plans and that the 
Royal Fine Art Commission’s advice was 
being sought on siting and design will be 
welcomed, even though the distinction 
between planning and siting and design 
is not at first very obvious. It may well 
be that here is an example of the diff- 
culty to which the RFAC made allusion 
in its recent annual report that the calls 
mad2 on its membership and small staff 
are such as to render it difficult to extend 
its present work. One obvious way in 
which the Commission, we imagine, 
would like to extend its influence would 
be to be able to consult at the initial 
planning stages of all major projects 
such as the nuclear power building pro- 
gramme. The impracticability of the 
voluntary and unpaid Commissioners 
being able to devote the time required is, 
no doubt, responsible for the present 
dichotomy, but it is to be expected that 
there will be the closest consultation be- 
tween the three architectural advisers and 
the Commission. As Sir William Hol- 
ford is himself a Commissioner, this is 
most likely. 


Welcoming Alvar Aalto 


SEVERAL opportunities of meeting the 
current Royal Gold Medallist will present 
themselves next month, two of them at 
the RIBA in Portland-place, and a third 
at the Architecture Club. Mr. Aalto will 
be presented with the medal on April 9, 
and will be at the RIBA again the fol- 
lowing evening when he is to deliver the 
first Annual Discourse at 6 p.m. after 
which the Architecture Club will enter- 
tain him to dinner at the Criterion, 
Lower Regent-street. Members of the 
club can obtain tickets for themselves 
and guests at a cost of 25s. each, exclu- 
sive of wines, from the Secretary, 5 Old 
Palace-yard, SWI. Dress informal, 
which will make it simple for those who 
will wish to attend both discourse and 
dinner. John Nash’s processional way 
will again justify itself. 


Outlook for Building 


THE PARLIAMENTARY Secretary to the 
Ministry of Works (Mr. Harmar 
Nicholls) had some cheering things to 
say to Peterborough builders last_week 
about the prospects for building. Build- 
ing production at £2,070m. in 1956 was, 
he said, six per cent. above 1955 figures. 
though it was now reasonable to expec! 
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FACULTY BUILDING, READING.—The Faculty of Letters building is the first 


to be erected in the new University of Reading group in Whiteknights Park. 


HM the 


Queen is opening this building today (March 22). Designed by Easton and Robertson, 
an illustrated article appears on pages 535-8 


the output curve to flatten out. If in 
that process some building labour was 
shed, and had to find new jobs, that 
would not be surprising, the Parliamen- 
tary Secretary hinted, in view of the fact 
that building in 1956 had attracted some 
20,000 more men than had been em- 
ployed in 1955. 

Mr. Harmar Nicholls forecast a change 
in emphasis of building work. Housing 
demands might soon begin to fall, and 
the programmes of the traditional and 
public authorities which had accumu- 
lated during the austerity years were 
being completed. Replacements were, 
however, to hand in the form of extend- 
ing programmes for technical education, 
for atomic power, and for roads and 
communications. Maintenance builders, 
he felt, could look forward to more work 
as a result of the Rent Act, when it be- 
comes law. ‘I would advise the industry 
against being made despondent by the 
dismal Jimmies,’ concluded the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary. ‘The future of the 
building industry is as bright as ever, 
provided its members keep their skills 
and efficiency really up to date and 


flexible The speech is reported on 
page 559, 
The programme outlined by Mr. 


Harmar Nicholls seems reasonable and 
balanced from the builders’ point of 
view, though smaller firms of architects 
may find less to their hand than they 
would like. It is a little surprising that 
it should be thought that the municipal 
programme is working itself out. There 
IS a considerable volume of work in the 
form of swimming baths, libraries and 
other municipal buildings awaiting execu- 
tion, and in so far as these contribute to 
health and efficiency, they can hardly be 
classed as non-productive. 


Hospital Construction 


DETAILS which reach us from Switzer- 
land of the arrangements for first Inter- 
national Seminar on Hospital Construc- 
tion—the first of its kind—promise an 
exceptionally interesting 10 days for 
delegates. ‘[o be held in Geneva from 
September 9-19 next, representatives of 
governments of states which are in mem- 
bership with World Health Organisation 
will meet with members of the Inter- 
national Hospital Federation and national 
branches of the International Union of 
Architects. The syllabus—drawn up by 
an international committee headed by G. 
Birch-Lindgren, of Sweden, with D. 
Goldfinch as British representative—will 
consider on consecutive days various 
aspects of hospital planning and services, 
lectures being followed by discussion, 
practical work and guided hospital visits. 
Delegates must be nominated by the 
government of their country and the 
seminar will in any case be limited to 60 
members. They should return wiser 
men. 

Modern Furniture & Furnishing 

THE PITFALLS and the pleasures of 
modern furnishing will be the subject of 
‘Make or Mar?’, an exhibition to be 
sponsored jointly by the Design and 
Industries Association and ‘The Sunday 
Times’ at Charing Cross Underground 
Station. Open daily, except Sundays, 
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., the exhibition 
will begin on Monday, April 15, and 
close on Saturday, May 4 (closed over 
Easter, April 19-22, inclusive). It will 
show, side by side, two rooms each of 
the same size and with similar furniture. 
The difference will be in the choice of 
decorations and soft furnishings, and the 
placing of furniture. The schemes have 
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been worked out by Margaret Casson 
and Misha Black. The public will not 
be asked to vote, as in the ‘ Register Your 
Choice’ exhibition of 1953, for the DIA 
intends to make it clear in the rooms’ 
captions which scheme it prefers and why. 
No Disclosure at Carlisle 

CARLISLE CORPORATION break fresh 
ground in the competition field by declin- 
ing to publish the names on the short 
list of six competitors selected from the 
first stage of their two-part competition 
for the design of an assembly hall and 
municipal offices. The Town Clerk, Mr. 
Robertson, writes that ‘all the competi- 
tors who submitted entries have been 
notified to this effect and the six finalists 
have all given an assurance that they 
will make no disclosure of their selec- 
tion.” No doubt the Corporation have 
their reasons for this, but it would be 
interesting to know what they are. 


Plumbers en Fete 


WHETHER it was rejoicing at a winter 
that has been too mild to cause a single 
burst pipe, or just natural high spirits, 
plumbers were in a jovial mood at the 
joint annual dinner and dance of the 
Institute of Plumbing and the National 
Federation of Plumbers and Domestic 
Engineers (Employers), which was held 
at the Park Lane Hotel, London, on 
March 13. The light hearted tone was 
set for the evening by Mr. A. Taylor, 
president, NFPDE, who proposed the 
toast of ‘Her Majesty’s Government’ in 
what must have been one of the wittiest 
and most humorous after dinner speeches 
heard in London for a long time and 
whose style, he assured his listeners, was 
acquired by the unconventional method 
of listening to the speakers at Hyde Park 
Corner! 

Mr. Henry’ Brooke, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, who 
responded, said that never had he heard 
this toast more amusingly proposed, and 
he was sure that had they been present 
not only the Prime Minister but Her 
Majesty also would have enjoyed his 
speech. The Minister spoke with some 
pride of the ‘Frostproof House, now: 
on view at the Ideal Home Exhibition, 
and said that in the first nine days of 
the exhibition 40,000 people had visited 
it and he hoped that before the exhibition 
closed the number would be 100,000. So 
far he had not heard a single criticism 
of the plumbing in this house, which 
showed how easily and cheaply a home 
could be planned whose pipes would 
laugh at frost. He expressed his appreci- 
ation of all fhe help that the Ministry 
had had from plumbers and other bodies 
in this enterprise; it must, he thought, 
be the first time in history that so much 
knowledge had been concentrated on the 
simple matter of avoiding burst pipes. 

The toast of the guests was felicitously 
proposed by Mr. H. Lawton, president, 
Institute of Plumbing, who referred to 
the fact that this year marked the Insti- 
tute’s Golden Jubilee. The response was 
by Mr. Gontran Goulden, president of 
the Architectural Association, who did 
not disappoint those who have come to 
rely on him for a store of anecdotes as 
well told as they are amusing. 
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Architects: CHALLEN & FLOYD 
in consultation with JOHN WARE, FRIBA 


Builders: WHYATT (Builders), Ltd. 


HE plan for this new garage was arranged to cater for a large volume 
of traffic and the crossover positions were agreed in conjunction with 

the LCC. The smal! office building contains two offices and lavatories 
at the back. A future TBA sales room is to be built in front of these 
offices and future expansion is allowed for, either in the form of a lubrica- 
tion and wash-bay, or showrooms at the side. The construction of the 
office building is a steel frame of pressed metal stanchions and lattice 
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GOSNELLS 
GARAGE, 


Bermondsey 
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beams, with infilling panels of glass in steel frames on 
a 40 in. module. The canopy is of reinforced concrete 
construction and has square lenscrete lights built into 
the wings. White neon tubing is spaced at 3 ft. centres 
along the soffit. |The concrete portions of the forecourt 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Sydney Opera House 
Competition 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—I have been very interested to 

read your recent criticism of the 
Sydney Opera House Competition, and 
the correspondence which has arisen. The 
conditions of competition were, in my 
opinion, among the best I have ever been 
supplied with but the competitors them- 
selves clouded the issue by _ the 
unnecessary and controversial questions 
they asked. I believe only about 70 com- 
petitors asked questions, averaging about 
six each. They completely clouded the 
issue despite the effort made by the 
assessors to emphasise the main require- 
ments of the competition in the supple- 
mentary information supplied. 

This matter was drawn attention to in 
one of our technical journals, and the 
question raised of the advisability of per- 
mitting competitors to ask questions. I 
certainly consider, from my experience 
of this competition, that questions should 
be barred. Struggling with the answers 
to questions I often thought as to what 
must have been happening with foreign 
rivals faced with the similar problem in 
an unfamiliar language. Perhaps _ this 
largely accounts for 700 falling by the 
way-side. 


STANLEY W. MILBURN [FRIBA]. 
9, The Esplanade, Sunderland. 





To the Editor of The Builder 


GQIR.—Your correspondents of last 

week would seem to have largely 
misunderstood the basis of your criticism 
of the Sydney competition. 

Those who believe that specific 
requirements may, and indeed should, be 
broken if a better architecture thereby 
results, are talking not of a competition 
but of a lottery. The very nature of a 
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‘My wife has just had 
triplicates — we're calling 
them Cross, Holford and 


Thomas, after the consulting 
architects |” 


competitive event is a compliance with a 
set of rules, and it frequently happens 
that the best competitor has to suffer dis- 
qualification for non-compliance with the 
conditions he undertakes to fulfil. 

As I understood your main criticism, 
it was directed primarily to the conduct 
of the competition and the confusion of 
aim. Professor Gardner Medwin and 
other correspondents are at pains to 
reiterate that the competition was to find 
a sound basic scheme and, indeed, this 
was the preamble to the Conditions. 

This simple aim was then vitiated and 
confused by the requirements then set 
down and by the Answers to Questions. 
The scale and number of drawings 
required, which included a half-inch de- 
tail— nowadays usually dispensed with 
even for fully worked-out schemes—was 
unnecessarily extensive for suck a simple 
aim. Competitors who sought in 
questions to broaden the conception by 
Opening up the possibility of presenting 
schemes differing from the requirements 
set out, presumably because they wished 
to offer ideas to the promotors differing 
from the precise requirements outlined in 
the Conditions, were quite firmly told 
that they must adhere to the require- 
ments as laid down. On the other hand, 
competitors who tried to get some reso- 
lution of the obscurities in the Condi- 
tions, for instance some idea of cost or of 
the size and scope of the stage require- 
ments were given no guidance. 

But at the end of the competition, the 
Assessors were at pains to give that retro- 
spective guidance as to what they actually 
wanted which earlier they had so con- 
sistently refused to give, so that in their 
own words they had to ‘ judge the relative 
merits of schemes in which many differ- 
ent assumptions have been made.’ 

What I personally find so disappoint- 
ing in this competition is that it has made 
no contribution to the design of a musical 
auditorium. As I have instanced above, 
competitors were precluded from investi- 
gating the design of concert hall 
auditoria from basic principles because 
the conditions had stipulated two halls 
of fixed size. To this extent the Assessors 
had made up their minds and indicated 
that they were not open to a competition 
of ideas on this subject. Herein the rot 
had already set in; it was not to be a 
competition of ideas on musical auditoria. 

What then was it? Perhaps it was a 
competition to design a specific audi- 
torium of a given size: one might have 
been excused for thinking so since the 
Conditions laid down that the large hall 
was to be designed to seat 3,000-3,500 
and to allow for (a) symphony concerts 
(including organ music and soloists), (b) 
large-scale opera, (c) ballet and dance, (d) 
choral, (e) pageants and mass meetings, 
in that order of priority. 

This was a very exacting demand. No 
hall has yet been built of this size which 
is satisfactory for more than one, or 
perhaps two at the most, of these 
functions. Some would say that it was a 
quite impossible demand, but since large 
halls are the present vogue it behoved us 
to have a shot at a solution. 

Now an auditorium is itself a precise 
musical instrument and a stage is a pre- 
cise technical instrument. The one has 
not been perfected on this scale, the other 
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has never been satisfactorily combineg 
with it. A ‘sound basic scheme’ which 
seeks to achieve such a difficult Marriage 
necessarily involves precise and accurate 
thought, wholly at variance with , 
generalised presentation, and in retro. 
spect it might have been more profitable 
to have held a competition for this 
musical instrument unfettered in the first 
instance by considerations of foyers and 
access and the like. However, the 
Assessors made their award and _ pub. 
lished their report without one single 
reference to this (as I should have 
thought) basic aspect of the competition, 
even the be-all and end-all of it. The 
only conclusion that one can arrive at 
from the report is that the competition 
was primarily for an architectural reso- 
lution for the shell of the structure and 
for ways and means of getting in and 
out of it. 

D. Dex Harrison [FRIBA, AMTPI], 


38, Holland Villas-road, W14. 
Prefabs 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—I heartily support the opinion 
expressed in your leading article of 
last week on ‘Prefabs.’ I personally 
was appalled when I read the Ministry's 
Circular 9/57, though I must say not 
very surprised. 

One only needed a grain of common- 
sense at the time prefabs were erected to 
know full well that there was bound to 
be pressure for their retention beyond 
the ten-year period stated to be their 
proper life. It is a ‘Post War Credits’ 
form of dealing which in my view brings 
no credit at all to anyone concerned. 

E. SrerNe [MTPI]. 


25, Park-avenue, Bedford. 
Quantity Surveying in USA 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR, — | have recently returned from 
‘* Canada and the USA where I spent 
three years working for several general 
contractors as a ‘quantity take-off man 
and estimator. My own impressions are 
very similar to those of Messrs. Cc. T. R. 
Kelly and D. W. Winkworth (The 
Builder, March 8), but I should like to 
make a few points on profit and cost con- 
trol under the American system. 

In the first place, the American contractor 
can seldom hope to get a job if he puts 
more than four or five per cent. on his 
estimate to cover all overheads and profit. 
This is emphasised when one realises that 
he has to carry a large and expensive esti- 
mating staff. I never came across a definite 
instance of a contractor bidding at net cost, 
but after a lean period my employers once 
bid with a mere 1} per cent. on sub-con- 
tracted work (all sub-contracts are strictly 
net) and 3 per cent. on our Own work. Of 
course, it was not unusual to find that the 
low bidder had submitted a price that was 
below our estimated cost! 

With the increased overheads caused by 
change orders (such as additional estimating, 
negotiating the price, reorganisation of site 
planning and possibly the cancelling and 
re-ordering of materials) combined with the 
fact that there is no longer competition, It 
(Correspondence continued on page 545) 
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Abproaching the main entrance from the west 


FACULTY OF LETTERS, 
University of Reading 


Architects: EASTON & ROBERTSON 


Quantity Surveyors: HAMILTON H. TURNER & Son 
Consultants, Heating: DONALD SMITH, SEYMOUR & ROOLEY 
Drainage: DANIEL LONGDEN 

Landscape: Miss MARY BRAENDLE 

Builders: TAYLOR WOODROW CONSTRUCTION, Ltd. 


HE new Faculty of Letters building in the University 
of Reading is the first to be erected in Whiteknights oo 
Park, to which ultimately all the teaching and research eof 
activities of the university will be transferred. Her Majesty 
the Queen will open the building to-day. 

The plan form is that of a U, with the south wing slightly 
splayed, and the total floor area is 65,500 sq. ft. The building 
is steel-framed, with a 27} degree pitched roof supported 
on steel trusses. The first and second floors and the flat 
roof over the theatre wing are formed in patent reinforced 
concrete hollow-block slabs. 

The roof is covered in copper, laid on 2-in. stramit 
Slabs fixed to timber rafters. The gutters are concealed 
and lined in copper. 





An automatic passenger lift adjoins main entrance hall. Lesa 
There is also an automatic goods lift, connecting the base- KY 
ment goods entrance with the kitchen on the second floor. ay 

There are nine lecture rooms—one 100-seat lecture room, EX C +> 

~sJ No 


with raked floor and fixed tip-up seating, one 75-seat lecture ae a oe 
room, and seven 50-seat lecture rooms. os =~" 
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The theatre has a raked floor 
and fixed, tip-up seating for 173 
persons. The stage is equipped 
with a fully-adjustable overhead 
grid and the lighting installation 
is planned to be as flexible as 
possible. The lighting circuits are 
controlled from a 24-way switch- 
board in the projection room at 





North-west elevation 


the rear of the theatre, and con- 
tact between stage and projection 
room is achieved both by tele- 
phones and cue-light boards. The 
stage curtains are of rayon- 
velour materia! and are reversible, 
grey one side, gold the other. 

Heating is by low-pressure hot 
water with pumped circulation, 
‘Frenger’ heated ceilings and 
steam-fed non-storage calorifiers. 
The calorifiers are fed with steam 
from a separate boiler house in 
another part of the site. This 
boiler house will also serve future 
buildings. 

External Finishes.—The build- 
ing is finished externally in 2-in. 
Buckinghamshire brown - grey 
facing bricks laid in Flemish 
bond. The windows are of alumin- 
ium, and set in African mahogany 
sub-frames. The window cills and 
lintols are of reconstructed Port- 
land stone, and the panels below 
the first-floor windows are of 
Verde Oliva marble, with a sur- 
round of San Stefano marble. 
The narrow piers between the 
pairs of windows are also faced 
in San Stefano marble. The cir- 
cular wood plaques are teak. 

The entrance doors are in 
African mahogany with ash glaz- 
ing beads and teak handles set in 
bronze frames. The piers at the 
main entrance are lined in San 
Stefano. 

The paving of the perimeter 
paths, terraces and main entrance 
is in reconstructed Basalt stone, 
with reconstructed Kentish rag 
inserts. Copings are in recon- 
structed Portland stone. 


PLANS & SECTION 


Scale: | in. =56 ft. 
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The University shield over the 
main entrance is cast -in 
aluminium, and stove enamelled 
in colour. 

Internal Finishes. — Most wall 
surfaces internally are Golden 
Uxbridge flint bricks, finished 
fair-faced. 

Stanchion casings are painted 
fair-face concrete, and have a 
decorative fluted finish formed by 
using fluted asbestos as shuttering. 

The floor finishes are: lecture 
rooms, staff rooms, etc., Muhuhu 
wood blocks ; corridors, Kor- 


koid; lavatories and _ staircases, 
Terrazzo ; kitchens, Tarkett PVC 
tiles ; main entrance hall and 


staircase, Travertine marble (un- 
filled). 

The ceilings are generally 
Frenger panels, painted, with 
hardwood edge trim where applic- 
able. Filling-in pieces, curtain 
boxes, etc., are in fibrous plaster, 
suspended on metal bracketing. 

Window boards are generally 
blockboard veneered in African 
mahogany, with a hardwood edge. 
The main lavatories have terrazzo 


Soffite of main staircase 
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cills, and the wing lavatories 
Warerite-surfaced  cills. 

The acoustic linings of the 
telephone cubicles are faced with 
perforated Perstorp, a laminated 
plastic material of Swedish manu- 
facture. This is also used as a 
lining to the hose reel recesses, 
and as a facing to the fuse cup- 
board doors adjacent to the wing 
staircases. 

The curved wall at first-floor 
level, adjacent to the theatre 
entrance doors, is in San Stefano. 
The staircase handrails are silver 
bronze. The seats in the theatre 
and the 100-seat lecture theatre 
are upholstered in Vynide ; those 
in the former have acoustic com- 
pensation built into the underside 
of the tip-up seats. The seats 
in the 100-seat lecture theatre 
have flap-down writing tables 
attached to their backs. 

The rear wall of the theatre is 
treated with metal-faced acoustic 
tiles, and the observation ports 
to the projection room are fitted 
with neutral-tinted glass to mini- 
mise light spill. The contract 
price was £475,000. 
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Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 


Mesh reinforcement, British Reinforced Concrete Engineering Co., 
Ltd. ; structural steelwork, Redpath Brown and Co., Ltd. ; heating and 
plumbing installation, G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd. ; electrical installation, 
Drake and Gorham, Ltd.; asphalt, Val de Travers Asphalt, Ltd. ; facing 
bricks, Henry Greenham (1929), Ltd. ; passenger lift, Waygood Otis, 
Ltd. ; lightning conductors, J. W. Gray and Son, Ltd.; hose reel installation, 
Mather and Platt, Ltd.; sewage pumps, Wallwin (Pumps), Ltd.; structural 
floors and terrazzo floor finishes, Diespeker and Co., Ltd.; aluminium 
windows, Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd. ; copper roof, Fredk. Braby 
and Co., Ltd., foundation stone, signwriting and University shield, The 


The theatre 
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Main entrance 


Lettering Centre ; sanitary equipment, John Bolding and Sons, Ltd.; 
slate and marble, Anselm Odling and Sons, Ltd. ; internal doors, J. P. 
White, Ltd. ; external doors, internal screens, Fredk. Sage and Co., Ltd. ; 
ironmongery, D. A. Thomas, Ltd. ; roller shutters, Shutter Contractors, 
Ltd. ; curtain tracks, J. Avery and Co., Ltd. : PVC flooring, Horsley 
Smith and Co.; Korkoid flooring, Korkoid Decorative Floors, Ltd. ; 
toilet incinerators, Hygienette Manufacturing Co., Ltd. ; lecture theatre 
seating, stacking chairs and tables, Cox and Co. (Watford), Ltd. ; archi- 
tectural ironwork, Kingsmill Metal Co., Ltd. ; revolving blackboards, 
Wilson and Garden, Ltd. ; wood windows, East and Son, Ltd. ; boiler- 
house flue and chimney, R. B. Hilton, Ltd. ; soap dispensers, Valbania, 
Ltd. ; stage lighting, Strand Electric, Ltd. ; stage equipment, Hall Stage 
Equipment, Ltd. ; stage curtains, lecture theatre curtains, Hall and Dixon, 
Ltd. ; ‘Sunway’ Venetian blinds, Horsley Smith, Ltd. ; catering equip- 
ment, Pennington Catering Equipment ; museum showcases and screen 
in main entrance hall, Fredk. Sage, Ltd. ; furniture and furnishings, 
Hamptons ; lecture room curtains, Waring and Gillow ; wood block 
flooring, Hollis Bros. ; metal bicycle racks, Odoni, Ltd. ; landscaping, 
Turfsoil, Ltd. 


Lecture room 
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Designed by: JAN CYBULSKI, IngArch, AMTPI 


Builder: JACK LUNN & Co., Ltd. 


HIS house was designed for Mr. Jack Lunn, a 
builder in Leeds, who wanted a house for his own 
use which would at the same time express his intention 
to develop his business activities on contemporary 
lines, making a complete break with established types 
of speculative suburban housing design in Leeds. 
The site is flat and one-sixth of an acre in area. It is 
situated in the residential district of Oakwood, in 
Leeds. The general problem of site layout was to 
place the house to take full advantage of both a 
view and the sun; to get the full value of the sun in 
the living-room, lounge, kitchen and the majority 
of bedrooms. The lounge and the living-room get 
south and west sun, as well as the two front bedrooms 
which have two large windows facing some wooded 
parkland on the opposite side of the road. 

The kitchen is lit by a north window supplemented 
by a smaller one facing west. Other requirements 
were for a relatively large living-room with a lounge 
adjoining and separated from it by a wide double door 
or sliding partition. Adequate storage space and a 


The main entrance is 
approached beneath 
a long pergola 


BUILDER’S 
OWN 
Leeds 


South-west elevation 


double garage are also provided for in the plan. 

Accommodation includes a living-room, lounge, 
three bedrooms, kitchen with larder, downstairs 
cloakroom with W.C. and lavatory basin, bathroom, 
and garage. 

Construction: The foundations are mass concrete 
strips 23 in. wide and 10 in. deep. The ground floor 
has 4in. of surface concrete on hardcore, with 
5 by 2 in. joists on sleepers, boarded. The first floor 
consists of 7 by 2 in. joists, boarded, with a ceiling of 
plasterboard. The external walls are cavity wall 
construction using golden brown hand-made sand- 
faced bricks externally, with 4 in. Lignacite insulating 
blocks as the inner leaf. The walling up to d.p.c. 
level is Staffordshire blue bricks in cement mortar, 
ae 

The roof is framed at 20 deg. pitch and covered 
with 2 in. Gypklith insulation slabs, cement screed 
and four layers of felt with a light green mineral 
finish. The gables are finished with vertical boarding 
of cedar. 
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LONG SECTION, Scale: | in. = 8 ft. 





The living-room, facing the front of the house 


The living/dining areas and garden door 
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CROSS SECTION, Scale: lin. = 8 ft. 


Builder’s Own House, 


Leeds 


Door and glazed screen between entrance 
hall and dining part of living-room 








we ae 


The staircase and upstairs landing, door 
to third bedroom at the head of the stairs 
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THE RECONSTRUCTION OF HANOVER 
v\ 
A Remarkable Work \ 
\ 
By ROLF ROSNER, I 
ARIBA, AMTPI =: 
' 
HERE seems to be little doubt B 
that among the reconstructed i 
towns and cities of Germany, Hanover i 
is the most remarkable. Six and a half 
millions tons of rubble and a completely 
destroyed central area were the legacy 
of the war, and until the currency B 
reform reconstruction lagged behind 
that of other towns. 
In 1948 Rudolf Hillebrecht, a pro- 
fessor of architecture, took over the (3) J 
City Architect’s Department. Supported mainly 
by an able team he prepared the quarte 
development plan which was approved ners | 
in 1950. Before the war, 472,000 people of exer 
lived in Hanover, and in 1945 no more the Pp 
than 217,000. To-day, there are 530,000 town ; 
and every month this figure is likely to Sense 
grow by another 2,000. By the end of of soci 
1954, 51,000 dwellings consisting of in the 
new work and reinstatements had been ably a 
completed. If allowance is made for medic\ 
24,000 evacuees who still wish to repure 
return, a further 70,000 dwellings are blocks 
required. In the plan of 1950 several bedech 
types of residential areas have been terran 
classified. garder 
(1) Reinstatement Areas. — These pa 
mainly consist of better-class develop- suadin 
ment dating back as far as 50 years. set to 
The spacing of blocks is adequate even adhere 
if the lay-out must be regarded as dated. parse 
(2) Areas of undestroyed obsolete | recons 
development.—Here housing is inter- trollin 
spersed with industry and commerce quate 
and complete reconstruction is regarded The Niedersachsen Stadium, near the Maschsee, which has been built Came 
as too costly to be attempted at present. on vast quantities of rubble derived from the blitzed city. The stadium when 
The Constructa estate in southern with its ancillary buildings, covers an area of over 112 acres and provides | schem 
Hanover is one of the first attempts to seats for over 85,000 spectators. Architect: Prof. R. Hillebrecht | inresp 
show what can be done in such areas. with Prof. R. Konwiarz as consultant * 


iE 








bloc. 
The 
Left: A three-storey trades school in the city, which is equipped with machine shops and studios for the graphic arts 87K 
Architects: City Architect’s Department. Right: Entrance to the Ratsgymnasium (Grammar School for boys). Architect: me 


City Architect’s Department 
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Two examples of improvements to road junctions 


(3) Reconstruction areas. — These are 
mainly confined to destroyed residential 
quarters of the central area. The plan- 
ners have aimed at creating centres 
of exemplary development which possess 
the positive features of the small 
town; human scale, repose and a 
sense of neighbourliness irrespective 
of social status. The Kreuzkirche estate 
in the very centre of the city has admir- 
ably achieved this aim. In place of 
medieval slums and houses of dis- 
repute there are to-day five-storey 
blocks of flats with large flower- 
bedecked balconies, and _ two-storey 
terrace houses with well-cared for 
gardens grouped around one of Han- 
over’s ancient churches. Such an 
example, it is hoped, will assist in per- 
suading adjoining building owners to 
get together in a common effort and 
adhere to reasonable standards. Per- 
suasion is altogether the keynote of 
reconstruction. The federal law con- 
trolling compulsory purchase is inade- 
quate and unusable. This is partly 
caused by a reaction to the recent past 
when representative and _ strategic 
schemes were ruthlessly carried out 
irrespective of the interests of the 


individual. Partly it expresses the policy 
of the present Federal Government, 
which avoids interference by the State so 
far as private property is concerned. 

In many hundreds of meetings with 
people in all walks of life—bankers, 
savings groups, allotment-holders’ and 
property owners’ associations—Hille- 
brecht and his associates explained 
the purpose of the development plan 
with such persuasion and enthusiasm 
than even many a diehard was won over 
for his cause. He was 
aided by visitors to the 
industrial fair who, by 
expressing their ad- 
miration for the city’s 
achievement, fired the 
local patriotism of the 
inhabitants. Some 
owners would offer 
their land at reduced 
price, many others got 
together to form 
voluntary reconstruc- 
tion associations. They 
would put their land 
into a common pool 
to facilitate recon- 
struction on contem- 


porary lines. An appropriate proportion 
of the buildings subsequently erected 
was re-allotted to the individual con- 
tributors and incoming profits shared 
accordingly. 

Persuasion alone, however, has been 
unable to prevent much negative de- 
velopment. The authorities now view 
with concern an unforeseen density 
increase in the reinstatement areas. 
Building owners have managed to 
squeeze in five storeys where there had 








Left: A view of the ‘Constructa’ estate, which consists of a mixed development of two-storey terrace houses, five-storey 


blocks of flats, a nine-storey slab block and a row of si 
The Kreuzkirche estate showing (above) terraces o 
grouped around one of Hanover’s oldest churches. 


ngle-storey shops. 


Architects: Gutschow and Spengelin. 
f two-storey houses enclosed by three- and four-storey blocks of flats, 
Below is shown a model of the whole estate, where the pleasing layout 


Right: 


on a site that until recently consisted of medieval slums has been achieved by obtaining the owners’ consent to rearrange 


their respective plots. 


Architects: Gutschow and others 








An office building in the Georgstrasse. 


Architect: Brockmann 


been four storeys before the war, and 
with permitted depths of buildings, 
three dwellings were often built where 
once there had been only two. To the 
inadequacy of legislation which might 
have prevented these excesses must be 
added a limitation of funds which is 
likely to prevent the clearance of the 
areas of obsolete development for a 
long time to come, and also to delay 
the clearance of ‘ wild-cat’ residential 
quarters on outer-suburban allotments. 


Last but not least, obstruction by 
many property interests in the inner 
town areas has led to the construction 
of large estates on virgin land along the 
city’s perimeter. Here contemporary 
schemes could be built unhampered, but 
this has created all the familiar prob- 
lems of the British outer suburb. A 
situation exists, therefore, which is 
typical for most bombed German cities 
and infinitely more complex than that 
likely to be met even in the worst 
slum-ridden British town, Glasgow 
perhaps excepted. 


All the more remarkable are the 
improvements to Hanover’s traffic sys- 
tem. No British architect or planner 
visiting Germany should fail to see 
them. Before the war streets accounted 
for 7.9 per cent. of the city’s area. This 
has now been increased to 10.4 per cent. 
on the assumption that the traffic 
volume will be three times heavier 
in 20 years’ time. 

In June, 1949, agreement was reached 
in Geneva about a network of European 
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trunk roads, three of which pass by 
Hanover : 

(1) The E8, from London via The 
Hague, Hanover, Berlin, Warsaw 
to the USSR. 

(2) The E4, from Lisbon via Berne 
Frankfurt, Hanover, Hamburs 
Copenhagen, Stockholm to Hel. 
sinki. 

(3) The E3, from Lisbon via Paris, 
Hanover, Hamburg, Goteborg to 
Stockholm. 

The increasing streams of traffic 
from various parts of Germany and 
Europe crossing one another about 
Hanover impede traffic within the city, 
Further complicating factors are heavy 
radial traffic—Hanover is the capital 
and most important commercial centre 
of the Land of Niedersachsen—and 
local traffic within the city. 


Large-scale destruction caused by 
the war offered a unique opportunity of 
improving the existing traffic net. This 
required : 

(1) The widening of the most im- 

portant radial roads. 

(2) The creation of an inner ring 
road. 

(3) Efficient roads connecting the 
various town districts. 

(4) The creation of several major by- 
pass roads. These are to be free 
of development and crossings. 
They will range in importance 
between Class | roads and auto- 
bahnen. So far the Eastern By- 
pass, a highway leading to the 





Two-storey stores at the Steintor. 
Architects: Lichtenhahn & Kliippelberg 





Office buildings and stores at the 


Steintor. Architect: Zinsser Architect: Zinsser 


Hotel at the Rathenauplatz. 
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grounds of the international fair, 
and 3.1 km. of the Southern 
By-pass have been completed. 
By the end of 1956 more than 
half of the Eastern, Western and 
Southern By-pass roads, having a 
total length of 24.5 km., were 
completed. At suitable points 
link roads will lead to the town 
centre. Some of these roads 
exist but will have to be widened. 
For the central area special pro- 
visions have been made for : 
(a) The construction of a number of 
major roundabouts. Several of 


these have already been com- 
pleted. 

(b) (a) The construction of special 
tramways separated from the 
ordinary traffic lanes; (5) the 
laying underground of all tram 
lines at a future date. 

(c) The construction of adequate 
parking areas and the construc- 
tion of multi-storey garages. 

The office of the City Engineer has a 

long-term programme with definite 
targets for each year. Since 1949, more 
than £5 million have been spent on 
the construction of roads and bridges. 





CORRESPONDENCE 


(Continued from page 534) 


> does not seem unreasonable to add 10 or 





15 per cent. to the cost of the change. 
There is no fluctuations clause in American 
building contracts, the contractor having to 
estimate for all known and _ possible 
increases. In the case of materials, the load 
is spread by obtaining firm bids from 
suppliers for the whole job. A variation 
may upset this arrangement and cause 


) additions to the contract out of all propor- 


tion to the original bid. 
Small changes of extras might be charged 
on a time and material basis with about 10 


> or 15 per cent. added for profit and over- 








heads. There is no question of the generous 
percentages set out in the National Schedule 
of Daywork Charges. None of the firms I 
worked for ever made an _ unreasonable 
charge for a change because this would have 
offended the architect to whom they had to 
look for their next opportunity. 

The professional quantity surveyor would 
be just as acceptable to the enlightened 
American general contractor as to a sub- 
contractor, because he would ensure that all 
bid on the same basis and remove the con- 
stant fear of a big error. If, however, a 
contractor has to price a bill at rates to be 
used for variations, his original bid would 
inevitably be higher, and it is possible, except 
where variations were numerous, that the 
final cost of the job would be more than 
under the present system. 


P. O. ADAMsSoNn [ARICS]. 


1B, The Earls 


SWS. 


Mansions, Court-road, 


To the Editor of The Builder 
SIRI was very interested in reading 

the article in your issue of March 
8 on quantity surveying in the USA, with 
comparisons of English and American 


methods. As one who lived in Canada 
and worked in the construction industry 
there for many years, | am fairly con- 
versant with the system in Canada, which 
Is more or less the same as in the USA. 
The article gives a very good picture of 
the two systems, and is indicative of the 
amount of research and work by the 
writers of the article, who are to be con- 
gratulated. I would like to add one or 
{wo items in the way of pros and cons: 

In taking off own quantities as in the 


| USA, an estimator takes them off in sections, 


such as floor by floor, and when the contract 


is awarded these sectional quantities form 
the basis of the cost analysis of the job; 
such records can be kept weekly and thus 
right up to date, therefore, any adverse trend 
can be immediately spotlighted and dealt 
with at once. How difficult it is in our own 
country to tabulate similar records! 


In being furnished with plans and speci- 
fications for the purpose of tendering for a 
contract, the estimator, ‘living’ with the 
plans for, say, one to three weeks, has an 
invaluable aid as to the nature and type of 
the contract and work involved, and when 
pricing, finds this of great assistance, where- 
as how difficult it is in our own land to 
have made available to us the plans at either 
the architect’s or quantity surveyor’s office 
for a fleeting space of one or two hours. or 
perhaps half a day. 

Reference is made in the <article of 
mistakes which occur in the American 
methods, but mistakes are not uncommon in 
our Own country under our own system, and 
I have seen, under the American method. 
just as close tendering and as_ wide 
a divergence of figures as in our own 
country. On the other hand, as the article 
indicates, if a mistake is made in the USA 
in taking off own quantities, one has to 
abide by that mistake whether it be adverse 
or otherwise, whereas in this country, any 
mistakes in the bills of quantities prepared 
by the quantity surveyors are always subject 
to rectification, 

In respect of variations which are agreed 
in value as the work progresses, how much 
easier it is to agree a final account without 
the arduous process of agreeing variations 
as in our own country. with a considerable 
saving in time, which is advantageous to all 
concerned. 

H. Atpous [AMIStructE], 
Director, A. Roberts and Co., Ltd. 
79, Eccleston-square, SWI. 


Cinema at Shrivenham 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR, — I fancy I hear the sounds of 

vigorous protests echoing down the 

Vale of the White Horse. ‘ Bucks’ were 
never hitched to the horse. 


M. E. W. CARTER. 
21, Station-road, Didcot, Berks. 


#.The neighs of protest at our inadvertent 
description of the Army Kinema Corporation’s 
Cinema (illustrated last week) as being in 
‘ Bucks’ are acknowledged with regret. Shriven- 
ham is, of course, in Berkshire.—Ep 
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News of the Week 


A Creative Cureer 


A NEW four-page leaflet describing 
*““ ways of entering the civil engineer- 
ing profession has been produced by the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Great 
George-street, Westminster, for issue to 
schools and at exhibitions on civil 
engineering. 

Entitled ‘Civil Engineering. . . a 
Creative Career, it has been prepared 
with the idea that very few young men 
considering the professions open to them 
have much idea of the opportunities 
throughout the world which are increas- 
ingly open to civil engineers, and that 
this is largely because so little effort has 
hitherto been expended in informing 
them. 

The leaflet suggests that civil engineer- 
ing is a realm which verges on the field 
of the artist, and it is felt that many 
young men who are at present taking 
‘arts’ degrees with the idea of entering 
on a Creative career in literature or paint- 
ing, might find that civil engineering is 
a Satisfactory alternative and that the 
Opportunities for creation are in fact 
wider and no less satisfying. 

The leaflet also gives a general outline 
of the profession and a chart shows four 
ways of becoming a ‘chartered civil 
engineer.” A page of photographs shows 
some British achievements in civil engin- 
eering at home and abroad. Copies are 
free from the Secretary of the Institution. 

For those with an eye to emigration, it 
is interesting to note that the Canadian 
magazine ‘ Macleans’ stated in a recent 
article that engineering is the highest paid 
of all the professions in Canada. 


SPAB’s 80th Anniversary 


THE Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings was honoured, on the 
occasion of its 80th birthday, by the 
presence of HM Queen Elizabeth, the 
Queen Mother, at a reception held in St. 
James’s Palace last evening (March 21). 
Guests were received by the Chairman, 
Lord Esher, and the Viscountess Esher. 


University Appointment 

Mr. JOHN NEEDHAM, FRIBA, Head of 
the Dundee School of Architecture since 
1938, has been appointed Professor of 
Architecture at Sheffield University in 
succession to Professor Stephen Welsh, 
who retires in September. 

Mr. Needham received his professional 
education at the Leeds School of Archi- 
tecture and was awarded the Diploma 
of Architecture. and a travelling scholar- 
ship with which he travelled in Europe. 
In 1932 he was appointed Lecturer and 
Studio Instructor at the Leeds School of 
Architecture, transferring to the Depart- 
ment of Town and Country Planning of 
the School in 1936. 


New Legislation on Water Closets 


TALKS are planned between representa- 
tives of the 29 London borough councils 
and senior officials of the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government on new 
legislation to deal with the situation of 
water closets. 

The talks are to be concerned with 
the London County Council’s agreement 
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WEST LONDON AIR TERMINAL.—One of the world’s largest preconstructed 
buildings for public use will be erected on a steel and concrete platform spanning the 


railway tracks by Cromwell-road. 


It will be used as the West London air terminal. 


A permanent building is to be erected on the same site but to one side, to the designs of 
Sir John Burnet, Tait and Partners, at a future date. The temporary building illustrated 
will be built by Richard Costain, Ltd., for Air Terminals, Ltd., and was designed by the 


former’s architects’ department. 





The value of the contract is over £250,000 and it is 
scheduled for completion in 44 months 





in principle to seek a change in the law 
conferring a power of waiver on London 
borough councils in respect of a by-law 
providing that a water closet shall not be 
entered from rooms used for human 
habitation and certain other rooms, 
except through the external air or an 
intervening lobby. 

A report from the council’s standing 
joint committee says that when convert- 
ing existing property into flats, it is often 
found that to provide an intervening 
lobby presents serious preblems. 


Building in Russia 


WITH COMMENDABLE ENTERPRISE the 
three associations which look after the 
interests of London foremen and clerks 
of works—the London Regional Council, 
the London Association and the Provi- 
dent Institution—have organised a film- 
discussion on the subject of ‘ Building in 
Moscow.” A team of building experts, all 
of whom have visited Russia, has been 
asembled under the chairmanship of Mr. 
J. H. Forshaw, CB, FRIBA, Chief Archi- 
tect MoHLG, and will answer questions 
arising from the film. The proceedings 
will be at Church House, Westminster, 
SWI, at 6.45 p.m. on Wednesday, April 
3, and a few tickets only remain and may 
be obtained free, on enclosure of a 
stamped and addressed envelope, from 
Mr. J. Mellor, 11, Wedmore-road, 
Greenford, Middlesex. 

Clerks of Works’ 75th 

THE Institute of Cierks of Works of 
Great Britain Incorporated will hold 
their 75th anniversary dinner on Satur- 
day, April 27, at the Connaught Rooms, 
WC, when the President-elect, Mr. P. J. 
Luxton, MBE, will take the chair and 
the guest of honour will be Professor 
Basil Spence, OBE, ARA, ARSA. The 
total of all classes of members of the 


Institute is now about 1,500, which com- 
pares with a membership of around 200 
in 1939, 


BBC Apprenticeship Programme 


Mr. GERALD HILL, OBE, who took 
part in the BBC’s recent ‘Crossroads ’ 
programme dealing with building ap- 
prenticeship, has been invited by the BBC 
to reply to those listeners who, after hear- 
ing the programme, have asked for fur- 
ther information and guidance on the 
subject. Mr. Hill’s replies will be broad- 
cast in the Light Programme on March 
26. 


Prospectus from New Zealand 


THE 1957 prospectus of the School of 
Architecture, Auckland University 
College, University of New Zealand, gives 
full particulars of the courses of study 
provided together with all relevant 
information. Fully illustrated by work 
done in the several years, it conveys a 
lively impression of a fresh outlook on 
design and of thoroughness in the work- 
ing out of problems, especially in 
structural detail. The school, founded in 
1918, is recognised by the New Zealand 
Institute of Architects for membership 
and registration. The principal of the 
University is Mr. K. J. Maidment, MA 
(Oxon), and the senior Professor of 
Architecture Mr. C. R. Knight, MA. 
BArch (L’pool), FRIBA. 


1957 Health Congress 

THE Royal Society of Health announces 
that for its annual Health Congress, to 
be held at Folkestone from April 30 to 
May 3 next, Sir George McNaughton, CB, 
chief engineer, MOHLG, has accepted the 
office of president of the Engineering and 
Architecture section. Prof. Basil Spence, 
OBE, FRIBA, has accepted a similar post 
in the Housing and Town Planning 
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Section. The Engineers’ and Surveyory 
conference will have as its president My. 
W. M. Law, MBE, President, Institutioy 
of Municipal Engineers. 

Whitby Scheme Opposed 

WHITBY URBAN COUNCIL'S decision to 
purchase property in the Tin Ghaut area, 
near the Upper Harbour, and schedule 
it for demolition under a slum clearance 
order, is being strongly opposed locally 
because of the historic, artistic and anti. 
quarian associations of the area. 

It has been suggested that if the 
property is no longer fit for human habj- 
tation it could be treated for exterior 
maintenance to preserve the appearance 
and character of the buildings which are 
considered an asset to old-world Whitby. 
Tin Ghaut was used by Captain James 
Cook and Captain William Scoresby as 
well as by many well-known Greenland 
whalers. 

The opposition to the council’s scheme 
includes the Chamber of Trade, Whitby 
Naturalists’ Club and the local branch of 
the Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England. 


Birmingham's ‘Concrete Curtain’ 


A WARNING that unless neighbouring 
county councils proved more co-opera- 
tive in tackling the overspill problem, 
Birmingham might be forced towards 
boundary extension as a_ solution was 
given recently by Ald. W. T. Bowen, 
chairman of the Corporation’s overspill 
committee. 

Birmingham did not want to have to 
consider boundary extension, preferring 
to decant its projected 200,000 surplus 
population to other Midland towns and 
to the proposed new town, he said, but 
the attitude of the neighbouring counties, 
except Staffordshire, seemed to be to erect 
concrete walls around their territories 
and to see that Birmingham breached 
those walls as little as possible. 


LMBA Management Course 


THE second LMBA Management 
Course is being held at Sundridge Park 
this week, March 21-23. In addition to 
the LMBA_ members attending, the 
RICS and RIBA are sending representa- 
tives. The RIBA is to be represented 
by Mr. Howard V. Lobb, CBE, and the 
RICS by Mr. J. A. Burrell. a 

Mr. M. F. Bird, HMI, of the Ministry 
of Education, and Mr. M. W. Bennit, 
Under - Secretary at the Ministry of 
Works, attended the first day of the 
course. 


Management Conference 


THE NEED for a ‘ new look ° in manage- 
ment to match the present rapid advances 
in manufacturing processes will be dis- 
cussed this year at a _ conference 
specifically devoted to the interests of 
management in the Midlands. This will 
be the Fifth Midlands Conference of the 
British Institute of Management, and 1s 
to be held at Droitwich from April 5 to 
7. The programme has been planned by 
the BIM in conjunction with the Instl- 
tution of Production Engineers: its 
theme will be ‘Meeting Tomorrows 
Problems.’ 

The building industry will be represen- 
ted at the conference by Mr. D. E. 
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Woodbine Parish, who is a member of 
the council of BIM. He is among the 
group of five members chosen to receive 
those attending the conference on the 
evening of April 5, and later the same 
evening he will take the chair at the first 
session of the conference, * Preparing for 
Tomorrow's Problems.’ 

Architect's Resignation 

IuL ‘HEALTH has caused Mr. C. M. 
Coombs, FRIBA, architect to Stafford- 
shire County Council, to resign his 
appointment. 
Professional Announcements 

Mr. B. Ivor Day, ARWA, FRIBA, of Atlas 


» Assurance Building, 9, Clare-strect, Bristol 1, 


has taken into partnership Mr. A. J. Dakin, 
BA, ARIBA, AMTPI, with whom he has been 
associated for various periods since 1932. The 
practice will be carried on at the same address 
under the title Messrs. Ivor Day & Dakin. 

Me. J. E. C. Poweit, FRICS, chartered quan- 
tity surveyor, has taken into partnership Mr. 
J.C. Lance, ARICS. The firm will in future be 
styled Messrs. Powe_t & LARGE, practising 
from Broadgate House, Coventry, and 5, Abbey 
Gate, Nuneaton. 


FROM ‘THE BUILDER’ OF 1857 


Saturday, March 21, 1857 
SMOKE NUISANCE AND THE HOUSES OF 
PARLIAMENT. -We Owe you thanks for 


calling attention to the frightful quantity 
of smoke emitted contrary to law, by the 
very palace of the law itself. No factory 
in London, no half-dozen factories to- 
gether, create so much mischief in this 
respect as the Houses of Parliament. The 
building itself is becoming dingy, and 
all its more delicate features hidden, by 
the effect of its own smoke, and the 
atmosphere of the whole neighbourhood 
is defiled by it. Pray do not let the 
matter rest until an effectual remedy is 
provided. Please draw attention also to 
the smoke nuisance of the Reform and 
Carlton Clubs; and that of St. Martin’s 
Baths, immediately behind the National 
Gallery.—W. B. 


‘DESIGN FOR VIEWING’ 
COID Display 


TN\HE special display on this theme at 

the Council of Industrial Design’s 
Design Centre (until April 6), though a 
small one, is timely and realistic in giving 
practical advice, writes Basil Marriott. It 
is diflicult to know what to think about 
television: on the whole one hears too 
much about it from people whose 
opinions are frankly ‘not evidence’ if 
it is to be taken seriously, as obviously 
it should and the CoID, for instance, has. 
Perhaps, however, some mental distinc 
tion should be drawn between television 
as a principle, and *‘ viewing’ as what 
seems to be becoming a virtually full- 
spare-time occupation. 

As to the first, | am frankly * agin’ 
any extension of means for vicarious 
living which is producing the handless 
minds (and vice versa) which I sincerely 
believe to be the modern curse. It is 
a double decadence, since as well as 
removing any incentive to try and play 
a musical instrument or a game (for 
instance) the process is demonstrably 
tending to atrophy all critical faculties 
based on first-hand knowledge of how 
such things are done. I have heard the 
growing ‘do it yourself’ movement 
quoted as offsetting the ‘ watch someone 
else do it” craze, but I am not sure that 
this does not confirm rather than refute 
my own unrelievedly dim view of view- 
ing as another, and possibly final, nail 
in the coffin of the sort of persons who 
could do things for themselves, however 
amateurishly—and we still badly need 
such people. 

That, however, is a separate story from 
the one the CoID has tackled, which is 
not only the actual design of what | 
mentally label the * Tragic Lantern’ and 
(literally) putting it in its place, but also 
the planning and furnishing of the * view- 
ing area’—-with close attention to the 

















DESIGN FOR VIEWING.—A corner of a living room, shown at the Design Centre, 


by Natasha Kroll, FSIA, arranged for viewing TV. 


(See next column.) 
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siting of the set so as to reduce eyestrain. 
In this they have had the advice of the 
Institute of Ophthalmology. | think these 
comparatively modest objectives are 
wisely chosen, and successfully achieved, 
largely by avoiding most of the sillier 
adjuncts and gadgetry one sees adver- 
tised, and indicating some * don'ts.’ 

Two room-corner settings have been 
actually constructed and furnished, and 
others shown on plan and in perspective 
drawings, with appropriate furnishings 
and props. Of the two designers, I thought 
Natasha Kroll perhaps the more success- 
ful, possibly through her special know- 
ledge of display with the Reimann 
Organisation before the war and subse- 
quently with Simpsons, not to speak of 
her present concern with — television. 
Although (or because?) he is an archi- 
tect, Geollrey Salmon’s arrangements 
seemed more frankly adapted and _ less 
specially contrived, but both designers’ 
rooms looked at least liveable-in (the most 
one expects, as exhibition rooms never 
do, and probably shouldn't, look lived- 
in) and presumably there are times when 
one doesn’t have to have the thing on! 

But all the arrangements seemed more 
or less to depend on acceptance of the 
‘open’ plan, to which sociologists report 
persisting, if not increasing, resistance. 

COMING EVENTS 
MONDAY, MARCH 25. 

METROPOLITAN PUBLIC GARDENS ASSOCIATION. 

75th birthday annual general meeting. Man- 
sion House, EC4. 3 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF Woop Science, Lip.—-Brains 


Trust, Royal Society of Arts, 6, Adam-st., WC2. 
7 p.m. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 26. 
HousiInG  CENTRI Frust.—Discussion on 
‘Maidstone Town Centre, and ‘Soho Re- 
development.” Department of Town Planning, 


University College, London. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF Crvit ENGINEERS.— The 
Design of Neath and Briton Ferry Viaducts. 
By R. P. Mears and E. E. Pool. Great George- 
st.. SWI. 5.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS. Licentiate Discus- 
sion Club. * Plastics in Building.” By Y. W. 
Rayden, BSc. 48, Bedford-sg., WC1. 6.30 p.m 
(Members and guests only.) 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 217. 
INSTITUTE OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS. 
Internal Combustion Engineer Group discussion. 
*Are We Satisfied With the Progress of the 
Diese] Engine for Future Development?’ 1, 

Birdcage-walk, SWI. 6.45 p.m. 
Roya Society of Arts.—-Paper on * London 
Airport.” By Sir Alfred Le Maitre, KBE, CB, 


MC. John Adamest., WC2. 2.30 p.m. 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF DEMOLITION CON- 
rractors.—-Annual luncheon, 20-21, Princes-sq., 
WI. 1 p.m. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 28. 


INSTITUTE OF ARBITRATORS.—Practice arbitra- 
tion opened by J. R. W. Alexander, ¢ BE. 
Willesden Technical College, Denzil-rd., NW10 
7.15 p.m. (Admission by ticket only.) 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS. 
“Recent Highway Bridge Construction in Cey- 
lon.’ By H. C. Husband, BEng, and K. H. Best. 


BEng. 11, Upper Belgrave-st., SWI. 5.55 p.m. 
FRIDAY, MARCH 29. 
ASLIB.—‘ Re-classification of the Library of 


the Institution of Civil Engineers.” By H. C. 


Richardson. 8, John Adam-st.. WC2. 6 p.m. 
SATURDAY, MARCH 30. 
‘The Application of Town and 


RICS. 


Country Planning to the Coal Mining Industry 
with Particular Reference to a New Colliery.’ 
By R. C. Wright, ARICS, Houldsworth Hall, 
Manchester. 10.30 a.m. 
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RIBA 


Notes from Council Minutes 


HE following notes are taken from the 

minutes of the RIBA Council meeting 

held on March 5:— 

APPOINTMENT OF RIBA_ REPRESENTATIVES 

(A) University of Wales: Faculty of Archi- 
tecture: Norman P. Thomas (A) reappointed 
for a further three-year term. 

(B) LMBA Management Appreciation 
Course, Sundridge Park, 21-23 March, 1957: 
Howard V. Lobb (F). 

(C) Forest Products Research Laboratory: 
Committee to formulate Rules for Grading 
of Home-Grown Hardwoods: G. Newell (A). 

(D) BSI Drafting Committee for Roof 
Construction for Houses: C. M. Vine (F). 

(E) RIBA_ Architecture Bronze Medal: 
Juries convened by—(i) Royal Incorporation 
of Architects in Scotland: Donald McIntyre 
(F), President, Northern Architectural Asso- 
ciation; (ii) Devon and Cornwall Society of 
Architects: J. Nelson Meredith (F), Presi- 
dent, Wessex Federal Society of Architects; 
(iii) Northamptonshire, Bedfordshire and 
Huntingdonshire Association of Architects: 
Herbert Jackson (F), President, Birmingham 
and Five Counties Architectural Association. 

Honours.—The congratulations of the 
Council were accorded to Mr. Horace G. 
White (L) on the award of the MVO. 

Chairman of the Allied Societies’ Confer- 
ence.—It was reported that Mr. Harold 
Conolly (F) had been re-elected Chairman 
of the Allied Societies’ Conference for the 
Session 1957-58 and would, therefore. again 
be a Vice-President RIBA under the pro- 
visions of By-law 28 (b). 

Income Tax Allowances on Professional 
Subscriptions—The Council have again 
made representations to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer stating the case for exemption 
of Income tax on subscriptions to pro- 
fessional societies for professional men in 
salaried employment. 

Design Content in British Standards.— The 
Council considered a memorandum from 
the British Standards Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee and received a report on discussions 
held with representatives of the British 
Standards Institution on the question of the 
design content in British Standards. 

| Approval was given to an agreed policy by 
which the design content in a British Stand- 
ard should be limited to the minimum pos- 
sible and the definition jn a British Standard 
should endeavour to lay down canons of 
quality and performance standard without 
restricting design and shape more than 
avoidable. Where, however. a mandatory 
drawing is necessary or design must “en : 

bwing 5 g st be pre- 
scribed to some extent. the Institute will be 
Prepared to give guidance on design and to 
pn actively for the improvement of badly 
esigned standard components. 


The Ashpitel Prize, 1956 
MR. FRANCIS GEORGE REEVES (Student 
RIBA), of Sydenham, London, SE26, who 
passed the final examination in December, 
1956, obtained the highest number of marks 
in the examination held in 1956, and has 


therefore been awarded the RIBA Ashpitel 
Prize. 


The Sir Banister Fletcher Prize 


Mr. HuGH Kemp Harwoop, of Ham, 
Richmond, Surrey, who passed the RIBA 


intermediate examination in May, 1956, 
obtained the highest number of marks in 
the intermediate examinations held in 1956 
and has, therefore, been awarded the Sir 
Banister Fletcher Prize. 

Mr. Harwood is 20, and received his 
architectural training at the Department of 
Architecture, Kingston-upon-Thames School 
of Art. 


FAMILIES IN HIGH 
BUILDINGS 


An RIBA Symposium 


HE RIBA is arranging a one-day 
symposium under the title of ‘ Family 
Life in High Density Housing, with par- 
ticular reference to the Design of Space 
about Buildings,’ to be held en May 24, 
1957. Whilst the design of the building 
part of new city housing schemes has 
received a great deal of attention, the 
design of the spaces between buildings 
has been comparatively neglected. The 
object of this symposium is, therefore, to 
discuss the social problems arising from 
life under the new conditions, and to sug- 
gest ways in which the design of the 
landscape, roads, fences, garages, etc., 
and the proper provision for children in 
nursery schools, play centres and play- 
grounds can help in creating an environ- 
ment which will be wholly satisfactory 
for family life. 
Professor Sir William Holford will pre- 
side at the morning session and will give the 
opening address dealing with the problem 
from the town planner’s point of view. 
Other speakers will discuss the problem 
from the point of view of a sociologist, a 
director of housing and a representative of 
the welfare and social services. The after- 
noon session, which will be chaired by 
Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, will be devoted to various 
solutions of the problems. Mr. H. Blom, 
the chief of the Parks Department in Stock- 
holm. will be speaking at this session, as 
will Mr. Peter Shepheard and several archi- 
tects who have had practical experience in 


this field. There will be a small supporting 
exhibition illustrating the theme of the 
symposium. 


Applications for tickets should not be 
made uniil details regarding the symposium 
are published more fully. 


FACTORY EQUIPMENT 
RIBA to Show at Exhibition 


More and more manufacturers are using 
architects to provide the services which 
present-day conditions demand when a new 
factory is required or when alterations and 
extensions to an existing one are called for. 
To illustrate the contribution which the 
architect can make in the industrial field as 
planner, co-ordinator and designer, the 
RIBA is mounting a display of photographs, 
plans, models and diagrams at the fifth Fac- 
tory Equipment Exhibition. The stand has 
been designed by Kenneth Bayes, FRIBA, 
and examples of industrial buildings, both 
large and small, erected recently in this 
country will be shown. 

Visitors will be welcome at the RIBA 
stand: the exhibition, which takes place at 
Earls Court from April 29-May 4, is open 
from 10-7 on Monday-Friday and 10-5 on 
Saturday. 
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NUCLEAR POWER 
COSTS 
Downward Trend Predicted 


STEADY and continuous fall jp 
‘price of electricity as a result 
of improvements in British nuclear 
power stations was predicted by §p 
CHRISTOPHER HINTON, managing directo; 
of the United Kingdom Atomic Energy 
Authority, in a lecture given on March 
15 to the Royal Swedish Academy of 
Engineering Sciences in Stockholm. 

Taking into account present economic 
trends and improvements that may fairly 
be anticipated in stations of the Calder 
Hall type, a combination of reduced 
capital costs and increased efliciency, Sir 
Christopher gave his estimate of the 
comparative costs of electricity produced 
by nuclear power and by conventional 
(i.e., coal) sources as follows: 


re 


Cost per unit of electricity 
produced by 


Year Nuclear Power Coal 
1960 0.66d. 0.604, 
1970 0.47d. 0.674. 
1980 0.38d. 0.73d, 
1990 0.32d. 0.844, 

Costs in coal-burning stations, Sir 


Christopher thought, were likely to rise, 
gains in efficiency being likely, in his 
opinion, to be more than balanced by the 
rising tendency of the price of coal. 
‘The technology of design is advancing 
so quickly, he added, ‘that manu- 
facturing provision must be laid down on 


the basis of forecasts; its provision 
cannot follow in the wake of technical 
development. In the next batch of 


stations completed, say, by 1962-3, the 
advantage will probably have passed by 
a small margin from the conventionally. 
powered stations to the nuclear station. 


By 1970 nuclear power will be appreci- | 


ably cheaper than conventional power, 
and this advantage increases in_ later 
years.” 


»*. Editorial comment on page 530. 


SHELTER FROM NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS 
Home Office Investigation 
HOUSEHOLDERS in various parts of the 
country are being asked to co-operate in a 
special investigation now being made by 
local authorities at the request of Mr. R. A. 
Butler, the Home Secretary, into whether 


private houses and other buildings can be 
used as shelters in the event of an attack 








with nuclear weapons, writes a correspon | 


dent. 

Authorities in ten selected areas are 
making special surveys of domestic proper 
ties to find out the degree of protection 
against radio-active fall-out. Mr. Butler 
wants full details of how houses might be 
adapted as shelters and what the cost i 
money and materials would be. 

A Home Office official said that although 
a good deal was known about the ways 
which some measure of protection could be 
obtained against the effects of nuclear 
weapons, it was not possible with the present 
state of knowledge to determine the ‘op 
timum standard of protection.’ 
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Modular Co-ordination in the USA 


sQME ASPECTS EXAMINED IN A RECENT VISIT 


A PAPER on ‘ Some Aspects of Modu- 
*" Jar Co-ordination in the USA’ 
was given by Mr. WILLIAM TATTON 
Brown, MA, AADipl, ARIBA, at a 
meeting of the Modular Society held in 
London on February 18, from which we 
take the following extracts. Mr. Tatton 
Brown said : 

I visited the offices of Walter Gropius, 
Fero Saarinen, Mies Van der Rohe, 
Neutra and Frank Lloyd Wright, and 
those of over 23 other architects in New 
York, Boston, Detroit, Chicago, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Phoenix (Ari- 
zona), Bryan (Texas), New Orleans and 
Washington. The object of my visit was 
to study modern architectural develop- 
ments and to find out the extent to which 
modular co-ordination was being prac- 
tised both in the drawing office and on 
the site. The observations which I make 
in this paper are naturally conditioned 
by the very limited and specialised nature 
of the things which I saw. Another archi- 
tect, visiting a different set of offices in 
other sectors of the country, might come 
away with an entirely different set of 
conclusions. I give my account, for what 
it is worth, as the personal record of a 
ten weeks’ trip in the USA made by a 
member of the British Modular Society 
in the autumn of 1956. 


What we see is largely conditioned by 
what we expect to see. Before describing 
what I found in USA, let me tell you 
briefly what I expected to find. Knowing 
that the industrial potential of USA had 
been enormously increased during 
World War II, I expected that this would 
result, as in Britain, in the extension of 
industrial techniques to the building 
field, and that a large part of the build- 
ing industry would be engaged in the 
production of prefabricated houses, 
schools and industrial buildings. Large 
standard prefabricated composite curtain 
walls or panels would, I thought, be en- 
countered on every building site. In the 
office I expected to find the widespread 
use of the A62 guide and the universal 
adoption of the 4-in. module. I did not 
find anything so simple, I found instead 
something far more exciting—a fresh 
approach to the problems of the build- 
ing industry, untrammelled by _ pre- 
conceived ideas, but evolving empirically 
from a dramatic post-war experience of 
failures and successes. This impression 
gradually emerged from talks with archi- 
tects and heads of schools of architecture, 
and was confirmed by research men and 
building contractors on the site. 


The Architects’ Offices 


Let us begin with the architects’ offices. 
Although the 4-in. module was used in 
only one office that I visited, the vast 
jnajority of architects use some sort of 
design grid and many of these grids are 
multiples of 4 in. Here, for what it is 
worth, is the statistical record of the grids 
employed ion the random selection of 


drawings which I analysed in the 28 


offices I visited: 


lft. Oin. 3 
1 ft. 4in. 7—standard stud spacing 
2ft. Oin. 1 
2f. in. 1 
sft: Om. 2 
3ft. 4in. 2 
4ft. Oin. 16—standard sheet and 3 stud spaces 
4ft. 6in. 1 
4ft. Sin. 2 
4ft. 9in. 1 
4ft. ll in. 1—using standard windows 
Sft. Oin. 6 
S5ft. 4in. 2—4 stud spaces 
4ft. 6in. 2 
6ft. Oin. 2 
Th Om. 1 
No grid Z 
You will notice that seven of these 


grids are at 1-ft. intervals and of the 
remainder, half are divisible by 3 in. and 
half by 4 in. 

An interesting example was that of the 
USA Embassy in London, designed by 
Saarinen. In this building the basic grid 
was 6 ft. 2 in. in the competition; it was 
subsequently reduced to 5 ft. 9 in. in the 
sketch design for the actual project, but 
this was found to be slightly too expen- 
sive. It is now being worked out at 5 ft. 
6 in. with all the vertical dimensions pro- 
portionately reduced, so as to maintain 
the same aesthetic effect. 

But the most profitable and exciting 
use of a grid that I encountered was that 
worked out by Frank Lloyd Wright. All 
his drawings are based cn a regular 
framework of lines either at right angles 
or inclined at 45 or even 60 deg. to 
one another. The spacing of these lines 
was usually at 4-ft. intervals in both 
directions. At the bottom of each drawing 
was a note which stated: 

1. All masonry walls have one face 
on the grid line or on the centre line 
of the space between the grids. 


2. The centre lines of all partitions 
coincide with the grids or the centre 
lines of the space between grids. 
These two notes dispense with the 

necessity of all dimensions on his plans. 
The builder can see at a glance which 
face or centre line is indicated and set 
out his work accordingly. As the thick- 
ness of a masonry wall is approximately 
12 in., and as four alternative positions 
are available in a 4-ft. grid, he achieves, 
in effect, 1-ft. flexibility for his walls. 
His partitions can be of any thickness 
and being placed in the centre or on the 
grid lines, achieve 2-ft. flexibility. If, 
for any reason, a different position is 
required, this will be specially dimen- 
sioned and the builder’s attention drawn 
to it automatically by the fact that it is 
the only dimension occurring on the 
drawing. 

The clarity achieved by this simple 
discipline of 4-ft. grid lines was wholly 
admirable and the elimination of dimen- 
sions and ‘ automatic’ location of com- 
ponents an immense advantage to archi- 
tect and builder alike. 

In view of the widespread propaganda 
for a 4-in. module in grid lines and the 
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fact that it has been officially accepted by 
the American Institute of Architects, the 
absence of a conscious use of the 4-in. 
module both in the majority of the 
schools of architecture (Pennsylvania 
State University being an exception) and 
also amongst architects generally, is 
surprising. 

The reasons that I was given were 
many and various. Some of them were 
similar to the objections encountered so 
often in this country such as that the 
draughtsmen in the office were not fami- 
liar with the system; that it would take 
too long to train them to use it; that 
architects were individualists and did not 
like direction from above; that the efforts 
of Washington to regulate housing, for 
instance, were not conspicuously success- 
ful and the AIA propaganda smelt of 
Washington. Others, again, said that con- 
tractors were not yet familiar with modu- 
lar measure and were, therefore, likely 
to charge higher rates for work designed 
on that basis. 

Some architects considered that the 
dimension of 4 in. was too small and had 
little meaning in itself. The timber frame 
with studs at 16-in. centres or the con- 
crete block 16 in. by 8 in. by 8 in. were 
the two most common building materials 
and 4 in. was no more and no less signi- 
ficant than any other fraction of 16 in. 
They would try, other things being 
equal, to arrange that dimensions fell on 
even block sizes but with the use of 
mechanical carborundum saws, block 
cutting presented few difficulties and was 
not expensive. Far more important con- 
siderations, they said, were the use of 
economical grids for structural steel 
which would permit the maximum span 
of infilling material or the use of some 
large standard component such as sliding 
doors or windows, sometimes shipped 
from the far side of the continent. Others 
held that the grid should be determined 
on expensive urban sites by the size of 
the plot or by purely aesthetic considera- 
tions. 


Small Extra Cost 


In these cases, and they were mostly on 
sizeable buildings, architects established 
their own module and I was told that the 
extra cost for manufacturing purpose- 
made windows was only £25 or £30 extra 
per window type, on the total window 
sub-contract. This, I have subsequently 
learnt, is not the whole story; purpose- 
made windows in USA, as in this coun- 
try, are usually of a heavier section than 
standard windows and may cost double 
as much. 

But architects generally made a great 
point of the relatively small extra cost of 
ordering such things as_ porcelain 
enamelled panels to a special size. So 
long as there were more than 20 of each 
type, the cost was no more than for a 
repeat order of the same type. 

Although the 4-ir. module as such was 
not widely adopted, the 8-in. vertical 
module, corresponding either with three 
courses of brickwork or with one course 
of concrete blocks, was very widely used. 
Architects everywhere had gone to con- 
siderable pains to achieve great simplicity 
in their detailing so as to reach the 
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greatest possible repetition. As Capt. Fox 
Williams has pointed out, the most pro- 
fitable words on an American drawing 
are ‘ 14th floor to 28th floor—similar.’ 

I now want to take you to the Struc- 
tural Clay Products Research Centre out- 
side Chicago. 

One of the first industries to try to 
come into line with the modular move- 
ment in the USA was the brick industry. 
Over there most of their bricks are 
extruded and the change-over was, there- 
fore, comparatively simple. At a cost in 
an average works of approximately 
£1,000 the machinery was modified and 
the new brick produced and put on the 
market, but it did not meet with an un- 
qualified success; by an _ unfortunate 
accident it was slightly smaller than its 
traditional competitor. Conservative 
manufacturers who did not make the 
change were, therefore, able to offer the 
older and larger brick for the same price 
as the modular brick and in many areas 
where the modular brick manufacturer 
could not command a monopoly, the 
contractors cancelled their orders for the 
new brick in favour of the old. The 
lesson that any change in the interest of 
modular co-ordination must also result 
in an overall saving of labour and 
material, has been painfully learnt and 
the new SCR _ brick—which measures 
21 in. by 54 in. by 114 in., perforated 
with 10 holes and making with its joint a 
12 in. by 6 in. brick, three courses to 8 in. 
in height—is the answer. 

The Structural Clay Products Research 
Centre has a number of other interesting 
devices such a a modular building line 
marked off in 4-in. units, movable 
corner profiles and adjustable scaffold- 
ing so that the bricklayer is always 
working at the optimum height. 


The House-building Industry 


It may be argued that the offices which 
I visited were not typical and that the 
clients for whom they were working 
could afford tailor-made or ‘custom- 
built’ construction. I, therefore, turned 
to the most highly competitive field, that 
of the speculative builder, to find out to 
what extent the building methods had 
been industrialised. 

After the war, as is well known, a 
vigorous attempt to introduce prefabrica- 
tion was made by architects with ingeni- 
ous solutions, by manufacturers with 
closed systems based as a rule on the pro- 
duction of a whole house, and by builders 
employing a variety of methods and 
materials. A great deal of money was 
invested in these various efforts, some of 
it Federal money as in the notorious 
Lustron House. This was a porcelain 
enamel steel house, lavishly equipped and 
technically of a high quality. Over £5m. 
of Federal money was invested in 
machine tools, presses, shears, punches 
and enamelling ovens. In spite of this 
massive backing, the house failed to cap- 
ture the American market. Many smaller 
enterprises were equally unfortunate and 
the prefabrication industry produced 
only 6.3 per cent. of American houses in 
1946—S per cent. in 1947, and 3.9 per 
cent. in 1948. Today, the figure is still 
less than 10 per cent. of the total output 
of housing units, 


The reasons for the comparative fail- 
ure of the prefabrication industry in the 
housing field are admirably set out by 
Professor Burnham Kelly (whom I met in 
Boston) in his book The Prefabrication 
of Houses. 

They vary from consumer prejudices 
at one end to restrictive practices and 
trade union obstruction at the other. But 
the most important point from our point 
of view as a society, was too great a 
reliance on technical ingenuity and manu- 
facturing convenience, while paying too 
little attention to other problems such 
as storage, transport, marketing and 
public acceptance. 


The West Coast Builder 


The importance of these factors was 
underlined by my visit to a West Coast 
building site. It was an_ impressive 
spectacle and must be typical of the vast 
majority of housing estates in America, 
of which the most famous is probably 
Levittown. 

Site clearance is carried out by bull- 
dozers and scrapers, sometimes travelling 
at 50 miles an hour on the return jour- 
neys; post hole diggers with telegraph 
poles taking the overhead power follow 
up closely and concreting with standard 
shuttering units begins shortly after the 
roads and services have been laid down. 
From then on the construction is largely 
traditional. Pre-cut packages of timber 
are delivered with fork-lift trucks to each 
site and stud walls sheathed with dia- 
gonal boarding, building paper, chicken 
wire and rendering and lined internally 
with plasterboard, are then made up on 
the job with traditional pitched roofs 
and the universal asphalt or timber 
shingles. 

The only difference between these 
houses and the traditional timber house 
lies in the manner in which the job is 
organised. Every operation is broken 
down into a series of repetitive tasks; 
each man does the same job in each 
house and in each room. One will put in 
the door linings, for instance, another 
hangs the doors and a third puts on the 
architraves. The process is similar to a 
production line. but whereas in a factory 
the conveyor belt moves past the opera- 
tives, here the operatives move forward 
from house to house, on foot or in their 
cars and the street itself becomes the 
production line. 

I asked the builder why he did not go 
in for a greater degree of prefabrication 
and the answer that I was given was that 
the erection of large prefabricated units 
or panels demanded precision and care; 
gentle handling in unloading and tight fits 
on the job; the slightest inaccuracy in 
manufacture or setting out could delay 
all subsequent operations and might 
mean the return of the panel or unit 
hundreds of miles to the manufacturer. 
The joining of one panel or unit to an- 
other often cost as much as the panel 
itself, and large ‘panels or units need 
level sites and special equipment for un- 
loading. The workmen preferred pre-cut 
timbers and sheets which they could 
mount on the job and trim, if necessary. 
They were equipped with a marvellous 
collection of power tools such as nailing 
machines operated from a special) boot 
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by men walking over the roof rafters 
and plasterboard taping machines, The 
secret was to give One man one job ang 
equip him with as many tools as he could 
profitably use. 


Prefabrication 


But there are sections of the country 
where labour shortages or site difficulties 
or scattered small-scale demand makes 
this sort of organisation impossible, This 
is, Of course, the field in which the pre. 
fabricator operates with most success, 
But there is very little evidence of the 
sort of large-scale manufacture and 
stock-piling of components for 4 
generalised market that one might expect, 
National Homes Inc. are the largest pre- 
fabricating firm, making some 40,000 or 
50,000 houses a year. They have success- 
fully weathered the storm in which 50 
many of their rivals perished, and it is 
worth while studying the stringent pre- 
cautions they find it necessary to take. 

First, not a single panel is made until 
the house for which it is required has 
actually been sold! An elaborate system 
of licensed builders within a radius of 
300 miles of a factory financed by an 
acceptance corporation markets _ the 
houses. When they have signed up a 
customer the panels are made in the 
factory from pre-cut components which 
are stock-piled in sufficient quantities to 
produce 200 houses. The number of 
panels required for each house are coded 
and ordered up on IBM machines. Stacks 
of lumber 20 ft. by 10 ft. by 8 ft. high 
are picked up by a straddling monster 
fork-lifter, gripped, and driven off to the 
jigs on the factory floor; panels are 
nailed or stapled with automatic guns, 
each man supervising a single machine. 
The finished components are then stacked 
on a trailer in the reverse order to that 
in which they will be required on the site, 
and driven under tarpaulins outside to 
await despatch, thereby saving the ex- 
pense of storage on expensive factory 
floor space. Trailers are scheduled to 
leave the factory at all hours of the day 
and night so as to ensure that they arrive 
on the site by 7 a.m. next morning. This 
enables the contractor’s gang to get the 
roof on before nightfall and so provide 
cover for all the internal equipment 
which would otherwise need sheds for 
protection from the weather. A further 
period of one to three weeks is necessary 
to complete the house. 

The design of the National Homes 
panels is interesting. Charles Goodman, 
the architect, has experimented with 
more than 100 different methods of 
jointing and assembly and _ has finally 
come back to the traditional male and 
female or tongued and grooved joint as 
the most satisfactory answer. The panels 
are 8 ft. high with traditional 16-in. stud 
spacing and 8 ft, 12 ft or 16 ft. long to 
suit the preference of the contractors 
erection team. The houses are extremely 
well built. There is a wide variety of 
plan shape and elevational treatment. 
The finished result is indistinguishable 
from a conventional house built on tra* 
ditional lines. 


The struggle between the prefabricator 
and the traditional builder makes 4 
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fascinating study. Burnham Kelly sums 
it up as follows:— 


‘For a single house project the pre- 
fabricated house may typically. show 
some cost advantage, perhaps, as much 
as 10 to 20 per cent. As the size of 
the project increases the cost advan- 
tage of the prefabricator is apt to 
decrease and the nature of the so-called 
conventional construction process will 
change, the site builder adopting more 
and more of the techniques used by 
the prefabricator. Actually, in the very 
large projects the prefabricator typi- 
cally offers no cost advantages.’ 


The italics are mine. This point is of 
extreme importance. In America, the 
hard and fast distinction between on-site 
construction and off-site fabrication is 
disappearing. The appropriate solution is 
worked out empirically for each particu- 
lar situation. The only question is ‘ which 
is the quickest, to do it indoors or to do 
it out-doors? ’ 


Many of the recent developments 
which have helped us to build more 
quickly have succeeded because they 
enabled us to build more roughly. I do 
not mean that the finished result is any 
rougher. On the contrary, it may be 
neater. I mean the actual process or act 
of building may be rough. The bulldozer, 
the scraper and the excavator on the site, 
for instance, the jig, the stapler or the 
paint-roller on the job or the spring-clip 
cover plate that can be snapped into 
place, are all devices which help us to 
build more roughly. In so far as modular 
co-ordination may entail excessive pre- 
cision and too much attention to exact 
fits and tight joints, it runs the risk of 
adding to the cost of a job. It may well 
be that in certain instances, such as with 
asphalt floor tiles, it pays to go off 
module or even to use a pair of scissors. 
Or to take another example, it is often 
better to allow a fixer to set out his 
acoustic panels from a centre line and 
work freely outwards with an inch or two 
margin at the periphery than to work to 
exact fits to reach the four corners of a 
room precisely. These are all practical 
questions which are being resolved by 
experience in the field. The important 
thing is that we should stop theorising 
and start experimenting to find out which 
is the best and quickest way and adjust 
our design accordingly. 


A year ago I suggested in my paper to 
this society that we required in addition 
to a bill of quantities, a bill of times. I 
feel that this is still more necessary now. 
Work-study or time and motion studies 
on modular jobs and semi-modular jobs, 
should be carried out to record, adjust 
and improve the speed of construction. 


Conclusion 


_To sum up, I do not think we should 
lightly dismiss what has happened on the 
other side of the Atlantic, on the grounds 
that Americans are ignorant of what is 
80ing on in Europe, or traditionally hide- 
ound, or conservative, or so rich that 
they do not have to bother about econo- 
mies in building construction. Nor should 
we fall into the opposite error of think- 
ing that everything that they do can be 


copied slavishly over here. Of course it 
cannot. 

If my remarks mean anything they 
underline the danger of a too dogmatic 
approach to the problem. The solution 
lies in a far closer and more intimate 
collaboration between the architect, the 
industrialist and the contractor. The 
Modular Society, as far as I know, is 
unique in that its membership is com- 
posed of just these three categories. 

Because building is not a process that 
can be done entirely in a vacuum nor 
even in a factory, site considerations play 
an important part. The exact proportion 
of on-site and off-site work must be 
established for each particular job and 
each particular situation. 

We should not neglect opportunities 
for building roughly. The Modular 
Society stands for cheaper building. Its 
three basic principles of simplification, 
standardisation and repetition have been 
established on the drawing board and in 
the factory: the next stage is to study 
them on the site. 


ACCIDENT ON 
BUILDING SITE 
£1,074 Damages Award 


A 39-YEARS-OLD engineering technician 
was awarded £1,074 damages for personal 
injuries by Mr. Justice Slade at Chester 
Assizes on March 6. Mr. James Finn, of 
Orchard-street, Chester, claimed damages 
from Pochin (Contractors), Ltd., of King- 
street, Middlewich, by whom he _ was 
employed at the time of an accident in 
February, 1952. 

The accident occurred while he was assist- 
ing several other men to move a portable 
concrete mixer at a building site at Manor- 
lane, Hawarden. As a result he sustained a 
factured tibia, and was detained in Chester 
Royal Infirmary. The defendants denied 
responsibility for the accident. 

In his judgment, Mr. JusTICE SLADE said 
his mind had wavered more than once during 
the course of the case, which had been 
admirably conducted by both counsel. His 
difficulty had been increased by the fact that 
every single witness was speaking what he 
believed to be the truth. 

The plaintiff, said the judge, had stated 
that a man, who could not now be traced, 
had left him to hold the drawbar of the 
mixer by himself a half second before the 
accident. The Judge was satisfied that the 
plaintiff and his principal witness were tell- 
ing the truth. He had no doubt that in 
leaving the drawbar another workman had 
been negligent, and that in law the defend- 
ants were liable. 


Because the case might go to the Court of 
Appeal, the Judge also found that the plain- 
tiff succeeded on the other ground. It was 
the duty of employers not to expose 
employees to unnecessary danger, and even 
if a man had not left the drawbar, the acci- 
dent could have reasonably been foreseen 
because of the unwieldiness of the mixer 
and the state of the road. The Judge 
awarded the plaintiff £574 10s. agreed special 
damages, and £500 general damages with 
costs. He granted a stay of execution for 
21 days. 
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ACCIDENT WITH HOIST 


Contractors or Subcontractors 
Responsible ? 


SIR LAURENCE DUNNE, tthe chief 
Metropolitan magistrate, commented 
at Bow-street on March 13 that he could not 
understand why subcontractors had been 
summoned instead of the main contractors. 
He was dealing with the case in which A. 
Offer and Son, Ltd., plasterers’ contractors, 
of 3a Station-road, Balham, were summoned 
for contravening the regulations at Westbury 
Hotel, Conduit-street, W1, in that a hoistway 
of a hoist was not, at certain points at which 
persons were liable to be struck by a moving 
part of the hoist, efficiently protected by a 
substantial enclosure, and in consequence of 
such contravention an employee, Jack Wil- 
son, received fatal] injuries. 

Mr. F. W. Prowse, a Factory Inspector, 
prosecuting, said the defendants were 
subcontractors at work which was _ being 
carried out at the hotel. Some of their 
employees, including Wilson, were doing 
plastering work on the second floor. 
The hoist, which had been erected by 
Wallis and Sons, Ltd., the main con- 
tractors, passed up the wall outside the 
window aperture of the second floor and was 
operated from the third floor. For some 
reason unknown Wilson went to the window 
aperture and leaned out. The hoist platform 
came down and struck his head. 

Subsection 1 of Regulation 66 said Mr. 
Prowse, required that all points of such a 
structure at which a person was liable to be 
struck should be protected. The main con- 
tractors also had a duty, but the responsi- 
bility was, he submitted, on Offer and Son, 
who were employers. 

Sik LAURENCE said that from the Regula- 
tions it would appear that the people who 
installed the machine could be equally res- 
ponsible. 

FREDERICK REID, a plasterer, of 24 Frank- 
lin-street, South Tottenham, said he was 
employed by Offer and Son, and Wilson had 
been his labourer. While they were working 
on the second floor he heard a shout and 
saw Wilson leaning across the window sill, 
with the hoist platform jammed against his 
head. There was no window in the opening 
at that time, which was unprotected. 

Mr. C. Wuitsy, defending, submitted that 
the wrong party had been summoned. The 
Regulation said it ‘was the duty of every 
contractor who is undertaking operations,’ 
and he contended this meant the main con- 
tractors, who were in charge of the whole 
job. Technically every subcontractor must 
be held responsible, he went on, but if the 
Factory Inspector selected only one person 
or firm to be prosecuted he contended that 
Wallis’s should be that one. ‘I don’t think 
I can submit that technically we were not in 
breach,’ he said, ‘but I submit the main 
contractors were at fault.’ 

SiR LAURENCE said that in his opinion 
there must be a conviction. He found no 
substance in the defence’s suggestion that the 
man leaned out further than anyone wquld 
contemplate. A matter such as this was ome 
of great importance and gravity. He did not 
think the penalty for non-performance of a 
duty, through neglect of which a life was 
lost, was adequate. He therefore imposed 
the maximum fine of £100, and ordered 
defendant company to pay £5 10s. costs. 


1 ig 
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PLANT & MATERIALS 





Liquid Floor Coating 

HEAVY-DUTY liquid floor coating for 

industrial purposes has been produced 
by the Exsud Group, South American 
Minerals and Products Co., Ltd., 267 Cow- 
cross-street, London, ECl. Known as 
‘Exon,’ it is available in three colours— 
grey, stone, and tile red, and it requires no 
solvents. Where thinning is required water 
is used; drying takes place in three hours 
and it is hard in 24. The finish gives a 
floor a semi-matt non-slip surface. 


Dutch Soil Stabilisation 


The Nederlandsche Heidemaatschappij, 
the Netherlands Heath Co., an organisation 
responsible for the rural development of 
the Netherlands, have submitted a _ report 
of their use of the Howard single-pass soil 
stabilisation train to the manufacturers, 
Rotary Hoes, Ltd., of Horndon, Essex. The 
report covers the first 12 weeks of work, 
during which time the crews were trained 
and the best methods of work discovered. 
Door Cill 

The ‘* Swinton’ weatherproof and draught- 
proof door cill, by Hattersley Bros., Ltd., 
Queens Foundry, Swinton, Mexborough, 
Yorks, has been designed to prevent water 
leaking into the house from the outside. It 
is made in two standard sizes, 2 ft. 8 in. 
and 2 ft. 9 in. and it will also be supplied 
in special lengths. Made of cast iron, it 
is painted anti-corrosive grey. 


Electric Convector 


The new ‘Sunray’ electric convector 
heater by L. G. Hawkins and Co., Ltd., 
30-35, Drury-lane, London, WC2, has a 


* Sunray’ heater 
by L. G. Hawkins & Co., Ltd. 





1 kW. loading and is 13 in. by 6 in. by 
21 in. high. Heating is by convection, the 
element working at black heat. In order 
to provide a cheerful glow and give an 
indication that the fire is on, an electric 
light is positioned inside which can be seen 
through a Venetian-blind type grille. 


New Adding Machine 


The new * Addmaster Standard’ adding 
and subtracting machine is one of the 
smallest adding machines in the world. 
Easy operation makes it a practical pro- 
position in every office, factory and retail 
establishment and by every kind of pro- 
fessional worker. In offices it can be used 
for totalling and checking accounts, invoices, 
etc., and for bookkeeping purposes gener- 
ally. It will be particularly useful in small 
works offices where many quick additions 
must be made. Foremen and supervisors 
will find the Addmaster invaluable for 
checking figures on time and job cards. 
Where workers are paid on an hourly basis, 
by applying a simple formula the machine 
can be used to total up the hours worked. 
The machine will assist in job costing and 
other operations. The machine is for 





‘Addmaster’ by K. Bissett & Co., Ltd. 


sterling additions and subtractions, though 
models for other currencies and for decimals 
are available. Its capacity is £99,999 19s. 
11$d. Overall dimensions of the machine 
itself are 7 in. by 4$ in. The ‘Add- 
master,’ which is guaranteed for one year, 
is marketed by K. Bisset and Co., Ltd., 
145 Grand Buildings, Trafalgar-square, 
London, WC2. 


New Anti-corrosion Coating 


For combating the most violent and per- 
sistent corrosive attack, a new Jenolite 
chemical sealer, Code CS 14, has been 
evolved. This material, entirely distinct 
from other products in this group, is based 
on a rubber-modified epoxy resin and is 
claimed to possess extraordinary powers of 
resistance to almost every type of corrosive 
media found in the factory, on the building 
site and at sea. It is believed that the com- 
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bination of Jenolite RRN and Chemical 
Sealer 14 treatments provides steelwork with 
a more effective anti-corrosion foundation 
for paints, By Jenolite Ltd., 13-17, Rath: 
bone-street, London, W1. 


New Boiler 

Ideal Boilers and Radiators, Ltd. Idea] 
Works, Hull, are showing for the first time 
at the Ideal Home Exhibition this year the 
new No. 2 series Neo-Classic boiler. It js 
to be supplied in six sizes with either manual 
or thermostatic control and it may be pre- 
pared to take an oil burner. Ratings wil] 

















No. 2 Series Neo-Classic boiler 
by Ideal Boilers & Radiators, Ltd. 


be from 65,000 to 135,000 B.Th.U./Hr. 
Available with either cream and _ black 
enamelled jacket or plain painted at less 
cost. The boiler is fitted with a rocking 
grate and provision is made for gas-poker 
ignition. 

New Carburetter 


A new carburetter embodying a number 
of refinements is announced by The Villiers 
Engineering Co., Ltd., | Marston-road, 
Wolverhampton. It is listed as Type $12 
and is suitable for Villiers two-stroke and 
four-stroke industrial engines of up to 
150 c.c. capacity and for Villiers two-stroke 
motor-cycle engines of 98 c.c. capacity. 
Available with $ in. and 7% in. bore sizes, 
it is a conventional slide and needle type, 
with concentric float chamber and cable 
operation. It is neater and more compact 
than the Junior carburetter, which it super- 
sedes and with which it is interchangeable. 


Flush Door Panel 


One step in the modernisation of older 
houses is the changing of panelled doors 
to flush panelled types; often this is done 
simply by the removal of any projecting 
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mouldings and fixing a sheet material to 


the surface of the door. Celotex, Ltd., have 
produced a factory-finished panel, 6 ft. 
by 2 ft., of Celotex ‘Five Star’ hardboard 
with this purpose in mind: 


Soil Stabilisation Material 


One of the range of quaternary am- 
monium salts, AArquad 2HT-75, produced 
by the chemical division of Armour and 
Co., Ltd., Lindsey-street, London, EC1, is 
used as an additive for soil stabilisation at, 
it is claimed, about one-fifth of the cost 
of conventional materials. A number of 
full-seale tests have been carried out in 
Indiana, USA, where a 3 per cent. dispersion 
was applied to pulverised soil, which was 
then re-pulverised, rolled and coated with 
asphalt. 


Trench Cutter 


William Reynolds and Sons (Bedford), 
Ltd., of 85 Newnham-avenue, Bedford, are 
marketing the ‘ Ridder Greppelfrees’ trench 
of grip cutting machine, which is suitable 
for cutting irrigation or sewage disposal 
grips. It will cut trenches approximately 
16 in. deep by 10 in. wide at the bottom 
with taper sides, or clean out existing 
trenches. 


TRADE NEWS 


The Facts of Corrosion in Britain 
‘J ENOLITE NEWS,’ published by 

Jenolite Ltd., 13-17, Rathbone-street, 
WI, contains in several issues devastating 
facts and figures on the subject of the corro- 
sion of metal with some suggestions for 
prevention and cure. 


Industrial Gas Stores 


British Oxygen Gases, Ltd., announce 
that three new permanent stores have been 
established for the supply of compressed 
oxygen and dissolved acetylene. The stores 
are at the premises of Highland Haulage, 
Ltd. Longman Garage, Inverness; D. M. 
Wallace and Sons, Ltd., Bowmount Engine 





SCOTLAND YARD’S 
NEW FURNITURE.—The 
new information room at 
Scotland Yard has a 42 ft. 
long desk with places for 
All the 
equipment _ is 


sixteen operators. 
electronic 
housed in furniture veneered 
with ‘ Formica’ and black 
* Delaron’ plastic. The 
of a_ teleprinter 
room and an urgent com- 
to deal 
with ‘ Interpol’ and crowd 


furniture 


munications room 

control is similarly veneered. 

The Chief Architect 

Surveyor to the Metropoli- 

tan Police is Mr. J. Innes 

Elliott, BArch (Liverpool), 
ARIBA 


and 


Works, Kelso; and Londonderry and Lough 
Swilly and Letterkenny Railways, London- 
derry. Arrangements for customers to take 
supplies from these stores will be made by 
the Sales Department of British Oxygen’s 
Scottish District, the headquarters of which 
are at Polmadie, Glasgow. 


Copper Waste Traps 
Solid drawn copper waste traps for copper 
tubes to B.S.659 is the subject of a publica- 


tion by Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., 
ICI House, Millbank, London, SW1. 


Lime Hydrating 
Publication No. 9803, ‘Lime Hydrating,’ 
supersedes No. 9802, which is now out of 
print. Published by Sturtevant Engineering 
Co., Ltd., Southern House, Cannon-street, 
London, EC4, this is the fifth edition. It 
contains an interesting account of the Knibbs 
process and illustrates the machines used 
in the manufacture of lime. 
‘ Application of Mastic Asphalte ’ 
This new booklet, issued by the Natural 
Asphalte Mine-owners and Manufacturers 


Council, 94-98 Petty France, Westminster, 
London, SWI, is sub-titled ‘ Flooring and 
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Paving,’ and is the last publication in a 
series. With the increasing use of mastic 
asphalt for flooring in industrial, domestic 
and commercial buildings, this booklet gives 
architects, engineers and surveyors useful 
information on its wide application; several 
illustrations show the wide range of floors 
upon which it has been successfully used. 


New Package 

“Semanco’ mastic, manufactured by 
Sealanco (St. Helens) Ltd., St. Helens, Lan- 
cashire, is now supplied in clear cellulose 
packets containing approximately 54 lb. of 
material in four 2-in. strips. 


Vacuum Concrete Brochure 


A new brochure on the subject of vacuum 
concrete has been produced by Millars’ 
Machinery Co. Ltd. Printed in two colours, 
the system is fully explained: the plant is 
priced at approximately £1,000. 


Aluminium Roofing Brochure 


An addendum to the main ‘ Fural’ bro- 
chure has been published by Fural Ltd., 
329, High Holborn, London, WC1, and 
which contains various verge and flashing 
details. 


Scaffolding 

Two new leaflets have been produced by 
Kwikform Ltd., Waterloo-road, Birming- 
ham 25, one covering the standard range of 
scaffold fittings, the other covering the 
Column Clamp, Beam Clamp and Head 
Jack. 


New Factory 

Selwyne Manufacturing Co., Ltd., of 1-27, 
Sumner-road, Peckham, London, SE15, 
have recently opened a modern factory for 
the manufacture of all types of joinery for 
fitted kitchens and general woodwork for 
the building industry, including their new 
range of built-in fitted bedroom units. 


Free-piston Engine Film 

Mackay Industrial Equipment, Ltd., have 
available for loan copies of a 16 m.m. sound 
film dealing with the principle and opera- 
tion of the free piston engine for such ap- 
plications as air compressors, motive power 
for ships, locomotives, automobiles and 
power stations. Readers interested are re- 


quested to write to the Publicity Depart- 
ment, Faggs-road, Feltham, Middlesex. 





SPRING EXHIBITION.—Three items from the new show by Heal & Son Ltd., Totten- 


ham Court-road, London, W1, are, left, a dining room sideboard in mahogany and 


coromandel veneers and plastic top, designed by Nigel Walters. 


Right, living room 


furniture, ‘ Safari,’ with tension sprung seats and foam rubber cushions, rubberized 
hair backs and ebonized wood 








554 


Architects’ Registration Council 
Ss 


NEW CHAIRMAN APPOINTED 


(THE 100th ordinary meeting and the 

25th annual meeting of the Archi- 
tects’ Registration Council of the United 
Kingdom were held at 66, Portland-place, 
W1, on March 15, when Mr. H. Lobb, 
CBE, FRIBA, was appointed chairman 


of the council in place of Mr. Denis 
Poulton, Dipl.Arch (L’pool), FRIBA, 
retiring. 


During the ordinary meeting approval 
was given for admission to the register 
of 208 applicants, 198 of whom had 
qualified by examination under Section 
6(1) (c) of the Principal Act and the re- 
mainder under Section 6(1) (d) of the 
Principal Act and under Regulation 26(a) 
(3), architects resigned—seeking read- 
mission. The number of applications 
under Regulation 26(b) was 35, of which 
10 were admitted, 24 rejected and one 
withdrawn. 


Hong Kong ‘ Recognition’ 
Withheld 


The report of the Board of Architec- 
tural Education, which was adopted, 
recommended that an application for 
recognition of the Degree Final Exami- 
nation held at the end of the five years’ 
course at the School of Architecture, 
University of Hong Kong, be disapproved. 
The Board further recommended that the 
Diploma Final Examination of the 
Department of Architecture, Kingston- 
upon-Thames School of Art, be recog- 
nised as qualifying for registration under 
Section 6(3) of the Principal Act. This 
was approved by the Council. 

The Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee’s report, which was duly adopted, 
stated that for the first time for some years 
expenditure had exceeded income in the 
general fund, to the extent of £100. There 
was a marked increase in expenditure com- 
pared with the preceding year arising 
mainly from the cost of removal to 78 
Wimpole-street, salary increases, and very 
heavy legal charges arising out of dis- 
ciplinary proceedings and prosecutions. 

On the payment of retention fees the 
committee reported that up to February 22, 
74 per cent. of the fees due had been paid, 
compared with 74} per cent. for the same 
period in 1956. In accordance with the 
Council’s instructions of October 5, 1956, 
the names of 33 architects, resident overseas, 
were removed from the Register on 
January 22 for non-payment of their 1956 
retention fees. 

A recommendation by the committee that 
the names of architects who, in the past, 
had repeatedly delayed the payment of their 
retention fees after receipt of a final warn- 
ing letter and who failed to pay this year’s 
fees by April 1, 1957, be removed from the 
Register on that date, was adopted by the 
Council. 

It was also reported that during 1956, 
502 names were added to the Register, 166 
names restored to the Register and 803 
names removed from the Register owing to 
deaths, resignations and other causes, leav- 
ing 18,892 names on the Register on Decem- 
ber 31, 1956, as compared with 19,027 on 


December 31, 1955. The slight decrease 
was due partly to the introduction of the 
new rule which provided that a student shall 
not take the examination in practical experi- 
ence until a lapse of one year after passing 
Parts 1 and 2 of the Final Examination, and 
partly to the larger number of architects 
resident overseas. resigning from the 
Register. 


Discipline Cases 

The Professional Purposes Committee in 
their report stated that they had considered 
a complaint from the East African Institute 
of Architects concerning an article in the 
East African Standard referring to a British 
firm of architects who have opened an office 
in Nairobi. The article included a photo- 
graph of a partner in the firm and much 
that was a personal advertisement of him. 
The solicitor complainant had reported that 
the architect stated that although he was 
interviewed by a representative of the news- 
paper with a view to their publishing what 
he assumed would be local society gossip, 
he did not see the article before it was pub- 
lished, nor did he give any authority for its 
publication. Had he seen a proof he would 
have censored it heavily, but at the tirne he 
was not in Nairobi. The committee were 
informing the architect in the strongest 
terms that they deplored personal publicity 
of this nature and hoped it would not occur 
again. 

The committee had considered a com- 
plaint that although it was agreed with the 
Association of British Chambers of Com- 
merce that architects’ names should appear 
in a year book only in a general list and 
not in a classified list of members, the 
names of architects were still appearing in 
the year book of a particular Chamber of 
Commerce. Investigation had shown that 
this Chamber were not affiliated with the 
Association of British Chambers of Com- 
merce and were therefore unaware of the 
agreement reached. It had been asked by 
the Chamber of Commerce whether, in the 
absence of a general list, the names of 
architects may appear in a personal list at 
the end of their year book. The committee 
were informing the Chamber that there was 
no objection to this proposal and that affixes 
are permitted. 

A further complaint had been considered 
by the committee concerning a displayed 
advertisement for architectural assistants in 
the Sunday Times. The architect had been 
informed that while it was quite legitimate 
to insert an advertisement in the lay Press 
for this purpose, objection was taken to 
the displayed form in which it appeared and 
particularly to the large type in which it 
was printed, and that in future care should 
be taken to ensure that the layout could 
not in any circumstances be considered 
ostentatious. 

A similar complaint had also been con- 
sidered concerning a displayed advertisement 
for an assistant architect in the Evening 
Standard. The advertiser was being asked 
to ensure that any future advertisements 
were less ostentatious. 

A complaint from a number of architects 
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concerning an advertisement in The Times 
had been considered by the committee. This 
had been inserted by an architect offering 
offices to let, applicants being invited t, 
apply to the architect by name. The com: 
mittee were writing to the architect, asking 
for an explanation of the use of his name 
as agent and the word ‘architect’ in heavy 
type in an advertisement of Property to let, 


At the annual meeting, held immediately 
following, the main item on the agenda was 
the appointment of a new chairman and 
vice-chairman. When nominations were 
called for, Mr. H. Lobb was proposed and 
elected. In his first speech as chairman 
Mr. Lobb said it was appropriate that 
his first act should be to mention the passing 
of Mr. Pembroke Wicks, CBE, Registrar 
to the Council, whose good counsel they 
should all miss. ; 


Mr. S. Vincent Goodman, 
appointed vice-chairman. 


BUILDING EXHIBITION 
Plans for November Opening 


MTHE Queen has consented to be patron of 
this year’s Building Exhibition at 

Olympia, London—the celebration of the 

exhibition’s SOth year at Olympia. 

The exhibition originated at the Agricul- 
tural Hall in Islington, and was taken over 
by the present management in 1895. It is 
now the outstanding event of its kind in the 
world, covering every current development 
in more than 50 industries connected with 
building, in an area of 350,000 sq. ft—all 
under one roof. To-day it ranks not only 
as one of the largest but also as one of the 
longest-established exhibitions at Olympia. 

An important trend in building in Great 
Britain recently has been the industry’s 
growing contribution to export. Last year 
total building trade exports amounted to 
approximately £81m. The exhibition makes 
a vital contribution here, attracting buyers, 
architects and builders from every country 
in the world. Official delegations also 
come from many foreign governments. 

The exhibition will be held from Novem- 
ber 13 to 27, Sundays excepted. It will be 
open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. 

Mr. Kenneth M. B. Cross, president of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, is 
this year’s president of the exhibition, thus 
maintaining a happy association between 
Institute and Exhibition of 62 years. 

All architectural, building and allied trade 
organisations support the exhibition, many 
having their own displays. | Government 
Departments and their research organisa- 
tions will also be represented. An innova- 
tion this year is that building plant and 
wood-working machinery are grouped 
separately from techniques, materials and 
accessories. 


FRIBA, was 


Overseas organisations concerned with 
building and architecture are planning group 
visits; in some cases special aircraft are be- 
ing chartered. There will be a reception 
bureau and lounge at the main entrance. 
Interpreters will be available and conducted 
tours can be arranged. 

Groups intending to visit the exhibition 
are invited to write for further details and 
advance tickets, to: The Building Exhibi- 
tion, 32 Millbank, London, SWI. 
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A PAPER on ‘Office Lighting’ was 
*™ given by MR. W. R. STEVENS, BSc, 
MIEE, on March 7, at the first of the 
1957 series of conferences for architects 
held in the lecture theatre of the ELMA 
Lighting Service Bureau, Savoy Hill, 
WC2, from which we take the following 
extracts. Mr. Stevens said: 

In modern offices levels of illumination 
will be even higher in the future, and it 
may well be wise to plan a new installa- 
tion to allow for such increases; for 
example, 3-lamp fittings may be installed, 
even though only two lamps are em- 
ployed to begin with. In cornices and 
laylights room may be provided for extra 
lamps and their gear. The wiring must, 
of course, be capable of taking some 
additional current. Continuous trunking 
(although more applicable to factories 
than offices) is a convenient device, allow- 
ing additional fittings to be installed at a 
later date, and in many of the installa- 
tions using acoustic tile ceilings it will be 
possible to replace some tiles by lighting 
fittings if provision has been made by 
providing suitable wiring beforehand. 


Future Improvements 
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No reliance must be placed on a pos- 
sible increase in lamp efficiencies. There 
have been remarkable increases over the 
last few years which have already taken 
up a great deal of what can be done in 
this way. It is wise to assume, therefore, 
that future improvement will have to be 
achieved by installing extra equipment. 

How are we to engineer the installa- 
tion? The mere provision of light is 
not difficult; a few bare lamps will imme- 
diately transform a dark room into a 
usable one, but if we are to combine 
utility with appearance, and particularly 
if we are aiming for high illumination, 
rather more thought is required. 

Much attention is now being paid to 
the desirable pattern of brightness in a 
toom, but always the major problem is 
to overcome discomfort glare. 

The light source is bound to be the 
brightest object or surface in the room. 
The difficulty resolves itself into either 
reducing the brightness of the source 
until it is acceptable, or shielding the 
sources so that they are not seen from 
important angles of view. All lighting 
installations can be analysed in this way. 
We must bear in mind that the more dis- 
tant the source and the smaller, the less 
glaring it is for a given brightness; other 
important factors are the brightnesses of 
the walls and ceiling in the room, and the 
angle between the normal line of sight 
and the direction of the fitting. 

The simplest form of installation per- 
haps is one using bare tubular fluorescent 
lamps on the ceiling, and for ceiling 
heights of 10 ft. and upwards, particu- 
larly if the room is not very large, such 
an installation is generally acceptable. It 
cannot, however, be regarded as good 
since, although tubular fluorescent lamps 
are much less bright than tungsten fila- 
ment lamps, they can still occasion quite 
considerable glare. The next step in re- 


Office Lighting and the Architect 


(COMBINING EFFICIENCY WITH ATTRACTIVENESS 


ducing the brightness of the source is 
either to replace it with one of lower 
brightness or to surround it with a dif- 
fuser. Discrete sources of these kinds 
may be placed into a regular or a more 
interesting pattern on the ceiling. 

From this we may move to building 
the equipment into the ceiling, as with 
flush mounted units in an acoustic tiled 
ceiling. If several such units are grouped 
together we may form a laylight or even 
cover the whole ceiling with a translucent 
lighting fitting of very low brightness. 
Alternatively, we may use indirect light- 
ing, but from the point of view of the 
eye this is just the same as the translucent 
fitting, the whole ceiling becoming a 
source of sufficiently low brightness not 
to worry the occupant of the room. 

Returning to the bare lamp, the other 
line of attack is to surround it with a 
louvre system confining the light to 
‘near vertical’ angles. A cut-off in the 
neighbourhood of plus or minus 55 deg. 
from the downward vertical is usual. 
Such louvres are usually made of metal 
or plastic; for example, the familiar ‘ egg- 
crate’ louvre design, but a similar effect 
can be achieved with prismatic glass. 
Again, several such fittings placed close 
together begin to develop into a * louver- 
all’ type of ceiling. The louvre system 
can, however, be a good deal simpler in 
certain circumstances; for example, if all 
the occupants of an office face up or 
down the room, the louvres can be re- 
duced to simple transverse slats crossing 
the room, their depth chosen so that they 
shield the light source for all normal 
angles of view. A development from this 
is to form the ceiling of aluminium in 
such a shape that the light is directed 
downwards to the working plane at the 
same time screening the lamps. This type 
of marriage of lighting and architecture 
seems likely to be increasingly important. 

In all this the task of the architect and 
the lighting designer is to bear in mind 
the decorative element. It is usually easy 
to make lighting efficient and ugly, and 
it is easy to make it attractive and in- 
efficient; but to achieve an efficient and 
attractive result is the aim. 

Discussion 

The discussion was opened by Mr. 
EpDwarb D. MILLS, FRIBA, who stressed 
the importance of early collaboration be- 
tween the architect and lighting engineer. 
He had been preaching the necessity for 
this for years and he was firmly con- 
vinced that it could not start too early in 
the design. 

He then mentioned three points which 
frequently faced the architect whatever 
the type of building he might be design- 
ing: 

(1) Despite the arguments put forward by 
illuminating engineers that the full use of 
artificial lighting could frequently make sub- 
stantial savings in building costs, clients 
usually thought that natural lighting was free, 
readily available, and still something very 
much to be desired. It was difficult to con- 
vince them otherwise. 

(2) To-day the economics of building were 
taking up a larger part of the architect’s time 
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than ever before and not least of the prob- 

lems of enormous land values was to obtain 

the maximum use of floor space and strike 
the right balance between natural and arti- 
ficial lighting. In this connection there could 
be no doubt that careful planning of the 
lighting installation was an absolute necessity. 

(3) It is a mistake to think that the simplest 
type of installation is necessarily going to be 
the most economic. So much depends on 
the lighting, and the results of tests on various 
types of work of the kind that Mr. Stevens 
had illustrated in his paper could provide 
valuable evidence when decisions had to be 
made. 

Mr. Mills said that the flexibility of 
the lighting installation was of the utmost 
importance in modern office buildings, 
the floors of which tended, more and 
more, to consist of open spaces divided 
by light partitions which could be easily 
moved at short notice. In such circum- 
stances a rigidly fixed lighting system 
could be good to-day and bad to-morrow. 
For the best results it should obviously be 
as adaptable as the floor space itself. 

The efficiency of lighting installations, 
Mr. Mills said, was another of the archi- 
tect’s problems. He wondered why so 
many lighting fittings which were very 
beautiful hardly produced any light at 
all and those which were efficient were 
often so ugly. 

Efficiency was also greatly influenced 
by the frequency of cleaning and lamp 
replacement and this in turn depended 
to a large extent on the ease with which 
those things could be done. 

Finally, Mr. Mills reminded the audi- 
ence that light and colour went hand in 
hand. Good colour could be completely 
ruined by unsuitable lighting. 

Mr. ALISTER G. MACDONALD, FRIBA, 
said that he was not despondent of 
achieving complete efficiency of a lighting 
system and complete satisfaction in its 
performance. He supported Mr. Mills 
in his call for early collaboration between 
the architect and lighting engineer. 


Few Insoluble Problems 


Replying to the discussion, Mr. 
STEVENS gave the assurance that lighting 
engineers were only too anxious to colla- 
borate. An architect’s conception grew 
with his design. There were very few 
problems that could not be solved and 
no solution was hard and fast until the 
last moment. 

The lighting engineer had no wish to 
dictate to the architect, but the architect 
must take some things on trust and realise 
that they were being dealt with in a 
trustworthy manner. 

Ease of maintenance, Mr. Stevens said, 
was a problem which was constantly 
exercising the lighting designer and in 
spite of what Mr. Mills had said there 
was a race of men, to-day, designing fit- 
tings which were both efficient and of 
good appearance. 

Mr. Stevens heartily concurred with the 
views of Mr. Mills on colour, but said 
that architects should not feel that the 


demands of the lighting installation 
limited their choice. He suggested that 
architects should choose decoration 


colours because they liked them, not be- 
cause of their effect on engineering 
efficiency. The colours should be chosen 
under the type of lighting which would 
be used, especially if it were fluorescent. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
By Our Parliamentary Correspondent 


The Nuclear Power Programme 
HE Government’s revised and expanded 
nuclear power programme, which will 
involve the construction of 16 new power 
stations in addition to the three now under 
construction at Berkeley, Bradwell and 
Hunterston, at a total estimated cost of about 
£1,406m., was announced by Lord Mills, 
Minister of Power, in the House of Lords 
on March 5, and in the Commons by Mr. 
Reginald Maudling, Paymaster-General. 

LorD Mi_ts said that under this new pro- 
gramme it is hoped that a capacity of 6,000 
mega-watts—three times that estimated in 
the White Paper of 1955—will be brought 
into operation within the next nine years, 
with only seven more power stations than 
was originally forecast. He pointed out 
that to produce the same capacity from con- 
ventional power stations would involve an 
expenditure of £810m. 

He said that generating costs in the three 
stations under construction were expected to 
be slightly more than in new conventional 
power stations, taking into account capital 
costs as well as operating costs. Capital 
costs were higher, and operating costs lower 
in the nuclear type of station, but it was 
confidentially hoped that because their 
efficiency would improve more rapidly, ulti- 
mately the cost of the nuclear stations would 
be less than those of the conventional 
stations. 

Some concern was expressed about the 
Minister’s reference to siting questions. Lord 
Mills said that the programme would involve 
the erection of new power stations and of 
overhead transmission lines in parts of the 
country which had not up to now felt the 
impact of the nation’s requirements for elec- 
tricity. That was, unfortunately, inevitable 
because nuclear stations raised special siting 
problems. 

“The Government and the electricity 
authorities,’ he went on, ‘are determined to 
carry through the programme with the least 
possible interference with the amenities of 
our countryside or with the rights of indi- 
viduals. We believe this can be done, and 
at the same time provision be made for 
that acceleration of the present procedure 
which is essential if the programme is not 
to be seriously delayed.’ 


Effects on Amenities 

Lorp Rea, leader of the Liberal peers, 
wanted the Government to press on with 
developing more urgent and compact pro- 
duction methods, before the remaining 
amenities and beauties of the countryside 
were totally spoiled by the establishment 
of power stations. He was backed in his 
anxiety about the preservation of amenities 
by Lorp Lawson, once a miner, who com- 
mented that it looked as if the National 
Parks Act was ‘ being torn up.’ Lorp Lucas 
wanted a better machinery for hearing 
legitimate complaints. 

LorD MILLs regretted that there could not 
be more compact stations which would not 
injure the countryside. The development of 
the atomic sciences was progressing so 
rapidly that nothing that happened would 
surprise him. The Goverrment were deeply 
conscious of the need for preserving ameni- 
ties and protecting the rights of individuals. 


He would examine the machinery to satisfy 
Lord Lucas as far as they could that every- 
thing that could be done to protect the 
countryside and the rights of individuals was 
being done. ‘But I am sure,’ he added, 
‘that he will appreciate that we need this 
power and we cannot put power stations in 
the countryside in such a way that they can- 
not be seen, or that transmission lines can- 
not be seen.’ 

In his statement, Lord Mills said that the 
actual amount of nuclear capacity to be 
installed by the end of 1965 would be subject 
to technical experience and development as 
planning progressed, including the trend of 
capital costs and the availability of physical 
and financial resources. 

He was asked by VISCOUNT ALEXANDER OF 
HILLSBOROUGH, leader of the Opposition 
peers, what he meant by ‘ physical.’ Was it 
only interference with amenities, or would 
there be difficulties in obtaining raw 
materials for developing nuclear energy? 

THE MINISTER replied that he had meant 
not only sites, but steel and other materials, 
and above all the brains of the engineers 
and scientists who would be needed for this 
work. He thought the programme was 
attainable. ‘I have reviewed the matter so 
that I should not put before the House a 
programme which seemed incapable of being 
carried out,’ he remarked. 

He had a word of caution about capital 
expenditure. The execution of the pro- 
gramme would mean a large increase in the 
investment programme of the electricity 
authorities during the early 1960’s, which 
would represent a ‘very heavy burden on 
the nation’s capital resources during a period 
when those resources are likely in any event 
to be seriously strained.’ 

Lorp Lucas asked the Minister if the 
Government had measured this capital 
expenditure against all the other capital 
adventures which they thought the nation 
should embark on, and Viscount 
ALEXANDER Said that he appreciated the 
Minister’s warning to the public about the 
heavy financial burden before the nation. 


Tendering for Power Stations 


Mr. MAwpDtinGc told the Commons on 
March 11 that tendering for the construction 
of the nuclear power stations mentioned in 
the Government’s statement a week earlier 
was a matter for the electricity authorities, 
but it was intended to place the contracts on 
the basis of ‘the widest possible competi- 
tion.’ 

Mr. ALFRED Roserts asked if the number 
of contractors would be sufficient to be able 
to deal with the programme as outlined by 
the Minister. 

Mr. MAuDLING said that there were four 
groups in existence and others were being 
formed. These would be sufficient to form 
an active range of competition for the con- 
struction of the power stations. 

He said, in another reply, that the 
spective availability of steel supplies was 
taken fully into account in framing the pro- 
gramme. The Minister would keep the mat- 
ter under constant review in consultation 
with the Iron and Steel Board and the 
electricity authorities. 

There was a shortage of steel plate, par- 
ticularly heavy plate, which was world-wide 
and affected all countries equally. The 
demand for heavy plate had surprised the 


pro- 
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steel industry. Any system of physical cop. 
trol was more likely to create a shortage 
than to solve it. 


The Siting of Nuclear Powey 
Stations 


O ensure that the general design ang 
main architectural features of power 
stations are not incongruous in the landscape 
they are to be referred by the Central Elec. 
tricity Authority to three distinguished archi. 
tects, Sir William Holford, FRIBA, and Mr. 
K. M. B. Cross, president of the RIBA, who 
have been appointed as consultants for pro- 
jects in England, and Sir Percy Thomas, 
FRIBA, another distinguished architect, jn 
Wales. The Royal Fine Art Commission 
will also be consulted about siting and 
design. 

This was stated by Lorp MILLs, Minister 
of Power, in the House of Lords on March 
13, during his reply to a debate on the siting 
of power stations, particularly those connec- 
ted with the Government’s expanded nuclear 
power programme. 

He was answering criticisms about the 
design of the power stations, and said that 
he did not believe they were the ugly 
things they had been made out to be. That 
there would be effects on the countryside 
was certain—that was the price for getting 
adequate power—but with goodwill and 
a helpful attitude all round those effects 
could be minimised directly. 

The Government had decided that for the 
present the nuclear power stations should be 
sited away from built-up areas. They had 
to be located near centres of consumption, 
and the further away from such centres they 
were, the greater would be the cost. Because 
they did not use coal the necessity of putting 
them near coalfields disappeared. 

Great quantities of cooling water would 
be required, and thus it looked as if they 
would have to be situated on estuaries, or 
near to the coast. All those considerations 
had to be taken into account, and were some 
of the limitations within which the electricity 
authorities had to work. The intention was 
to put one or more atomic power stations 
in Wales, on the assumption that suitable 
sites could be found. 

Lorp Lawson, who initiated the debate, 
said that one of the new stations would be 
sited in Somerset. It was usually assumed 
in siting them in remote areas that industry 
would not gather around them. That view 
was not built on the experience of industrial 
development in Britain. Wherever produc- 
tive stations were erected, roads would have 
to be built and the layout of the entire area 
altered, and he could not see industrial 
organisations overlooking these new areas 
for the establishing of industry. 

Lorp REA, referring to the Calder Hall 
station, said that the few parts of the coun- 
try which were left with their tradition and 
heritage were being rather disastrously 
impinged on by the sprawling atomic fac- 
tories and the mushroom growth of villas 
and council houses and cinemas which 
inevitably must accompany them in the 
suburbia of what was called * development. 

Lorp HyLtTon said that these stations 
would be bigger than anything that had yet 
been seen. The main reactor stations were 
150 ft. high and chimneys another 50 ft. 
higher. The turbine houses were from 50 ft. 
to 80 ft. high, and if the nuclear reactor 
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station at Bridgwater Bay, with twin reactors, 
a turbine house switching gear and so on, 
were built, it would take five years. If it 
was duplicated at the end of that period, 
which he understood was likely, the build- 
ings would occupy three-quarters of a mile 
of the coast. There would be a continuous 
line of buildings. 

There were consequential developments, 
such as housing for engineers and employees 
working on the site. That was a compara- 
tively small item, because it was understood 
that not more than 300 engineers would be 
required to work each station. Labour 
camps to house 2,000 to 3,000 men for the 
construction of each individual station would 
also be needed, and they would be in opera- 
tion for five years. 

Lorp CHORLEY said that when one con- 
sidered the enormous size of these stations 
and their extreme ugliness and obviousness 
it was not one-third of a mile that was being 
ruined but-a great area of the countryside. 
A view which he enjoyed from Wasdale 
Pike, in Cumberland, had been completely 
ruined by the new station at Calder Bridge. 
He defied an engineer who deliberately set 
out to build the most ugly building to con- 
struct such an ugly one. He was sure 
engineers built to technical requirements, but 
did they require them to be built in this 
way? It was the ugliest building he had 
ever seen. 


Housing Policy Under the 
Microscope 

HE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government endured nearly an hour 
of searching cross-examination, particularly 
in relation to house building programmes by 
local authorities, at question time in the 
Commons on March 12. He rejected several 
demands by the Opposition to consider re- 


versing Government policy to secure a re- ~ 


storation of housing subsidies to stimulate 
more of this type of building and to reduce 
the rate of interest on local authority loans. 

‘I am not prepared to impose obligations 
on the taxpayer,’ said Mr. BROOKE, ‘to en- 
able local authorities to continue to charge 
low rents.” In answer to criticism of the 
action to reduce housing subsidies which 
Mr. Sandys had taken last year, he said that 
both Mr. Sandys and the House of Commons 
were right in the decision they had reached 
in that matter. He would not accept the 
contention that there was no building for 
general need now in progress, and maintained 
quite firmly that building by local authorities 
was being continued at a high rate with a 
shift of emphasis to slum clearance. 

Mr. BLENKINSOP asked the Minister how 
many local authorities had indicated to him 
their intention to reduce their programmes 
of housing for general need. 

MR. BROOKE, in a written reply, stated: 
The returns made by local authorities show- 
ing the number of houses they propose to 
put into tender during the current financial 
year has not been analysed as between the 
different purposes for which houses would be 
built. The returns are, in any case, not 
Wholly reliable and they are now out of 
date, The balance of local authority pro- 
grammes is undoubtedly changing as priority 
IS given to slum clearance, but the overall 
tate of local authority building continues at 
a high level, 


Dr. BARNETT Stross asked whether the 
Minister was aware that in Stoke-on-Trent 
the building programme of the local author- 
ity had been adversely affected; and whether 
he would take action to offset the harmful 
effects of high interest rates. 

Mr. BRooKE: I am aware that the coun- 
cil have fewer houses under construction at 
the present time than they had a year ago. 
This is their decision. I have no reason 
to suppose that financially they are debarred 
from building whatever houses they need to 
build. 

Dr. Stross said that the number of houses 
now under construction was half what it was 
last year, and for next season’s programme 
would be half of that. There were eight 
million bricks in stock, and what was the 
Minister going to do about that? 

Mr. BROOKE said he could not accept the 
general statement that the number under 
construction was only one half of what it 
was a year ago. If the local authority felt 
it was financially pressed the first course 
should be to examine its rents, which in 
this instance were far below the average of 
other comparable places. 


y. Interest Rates and Subsidies 

Mr. SWINGLER asked what representations 
the Minister had received from local 
authorities since the beginning of the year 
about the effects of high interest rates and 
the withdrawal of subsidies on local author- 
ity housing programmes, 

Mr. BROooKE: Since the beginning of this 
year representations have been received from 
97 out of 1,468 local authorities. 

Mr. Mactay, Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, in a written reply, said there had been 
protests from 92 authorities in Scotland on 
this topic during last year. 

Mr, SWINGLER said that progressive local 
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authorities were being prevented from build- 
ing homes at reasonable rents, and because 
of that there was rising unemployment in the 
building industry. Would the Minister not 
reverse that policy? 

Mr. BROOKE said that any local authority 
which was in difficulty about its housing ac- 
count should examine whether it could 
reasonably increase the rents of some of its 
tenants who could afford to pay, if not of 
all, before making further claims on the tax- 
payer. 

Mr. SYDNEY SILVERMAN asked how the 
Minister reconciled his answers with the 
Government’s declared policy of assisting 
housing. The withdrawal of the subsidy for 
general needs was intended to bring pressure 
on local authorities to raise their rents on the 
basis that they would not be entitled to 
assistance. unless they did. 

Mr. BROOKE said that housing by local 
authorities was proceeding at a high rate, and 
he hoped that the action taken about sub- 
sidies last year would lead local authorities 
to concentrate more and more on slum 
clearance. 

Mrs. JEAN MANN asked what was the 
average cost of a council house to-day; 
what would be the cost of interest spread 
over 60 years; and what would be the cost 
of interest over a 30-year period. 

Mr. Brooke: In the second quarter of 
1956, the latest period for which figures are 
readily available, the average tender cost of 
a council house was £1,464. To service a 
loan for this amount bearing interest at 5} 
per cent. the annual repayments would be 
£83 15s. a year if the cost were spread over 
60 years, or £100 3s. 11d., if it were spread 
over 30 years. The total interest payment 
over 60 years would be £3,561 and over 30 
years £1,542. 

In another answer he said he was not 








THE ALEXANDRA PALACE.—The great hall of Alexandra Palace is now under 

repair after war damage. It will be used as a centre for flower shows and exhibitions. 

Our view shows a general view of the interior with the great Willis organ in the 
background. The hall reopens on April 16 with the North London Exhibition 








558 


going to create a concealed subsidy to 
enable local authorities to get money at 
artificially low rates of interest. 

Mr. GIBSON asked what was the all-in 
cost of a local authority two-bedroomed 
house built in 1951, and what was the 
similar figure for 1955; how much of this 
cost was represented by charges for interest 
on capital in 1951 and 1955; and what pro- 
portion of the rent charged was accountable 
to interest charges in each case in those 
years. 

Mr. BROOKE gave the information as:— 
All-in cost of 
capital repay- 
ment and interest 


Last quarter Average cost 
in each year of tender 


approved over sixty years 
1951 £1,262 £3,182 
1955 £4,286 £4,068 


The proportion of interest in the all-in 
cost diminishes annually during the period 
for repayment of the loan. 


Town Development Schemes 


Mrs. Joyce BUTLER asked the Minister 
how many schemes of town development 
had been approved since March 28, 1956. 

Mr. BEvins, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry, said that approval had been 
given under section 4 of the Town 
Development Act, 1952, to 15 schemes which 
involved the payment of contributions by 
an exporting authority to a receiving dis- 
trict. 

He added, in another reply, that the 
Minister was constantly keeping under 
review the general question of overspill. A 
considerable number of houses was being 
built under the 15 schemes approved. 

Mr. WILLIAM GRIFFITHS asked for a 
statement about the meeting held on Feb- 
ruary 22 between the Minister and repre- 
sentatives of Manchester corporation to 
discuss overspill. 


Mr. BROOKE said he had nothing to add 
yet to hts reply on this matter which he had 
given on March 5. 

Mrs. EVELINE HILL, a member of Man- 
chester City Council, said that Manchester’s 
building programme had been cut in half, 
because of the lack of adequate sites, and 
there must be a decision soon. 

Mr. BROOKE said that he could assure 
Mrs. Hill that the deputation from Man- 
chester City Council put the city’s case 
very cegently, and he was considering this 
difficult matter. 

Mr. MITCHISON said that not only had 
Manchester not enough room to build, but 
nor had London nor any of the large in- 
dustrial towns. What was the Minister go- 
ing to do about this by way of new towns 
or overspill development? 

Mr. ALBERT Evans asked the Minister to 


consider raising the limits of ultimate 
populations for the new towns around 
London. 


Mr. BROOKE: I hope to make a statement 
when I have consulted the local authorities 
concerned. 


St. Paul’s Redevelopment 


MR. PARKER asked the Minister what pro- 
gress had been made about settling the 
layout of St. Paul’s precincts. 

Mr. BROOKE: I understand that the Lon- 
don County Council have in an advanced 
state of preparation an amendment of the 


County of London Development Plan for 
the area around St. Paul’s, and that it will 
be submitted soon for my approval. 


Tower Hill Redevelopment 


Mr. ParKeER also asked the Minister 
whether he had yet approved the Tower 
Hill Improvement Plan. 

Mr. BrRooKE:, Proposals to improve the 
setting of the Tower, including the pro- 
vision of an important new open space, 
were approved in March, 1955, by my pre- 
decessor as part of the County of London 
Development Plan. In the last few days 
I have received from the London County 
Council proposals which would involve a 
minor departure from this plan. These are 
still under consideration. 


Historic Houses 

Mr. HERBERT BUTLER asked the Minister 
to introduce legislation enabling him to 
take over the historic homes of England 
which are under-occupied. 

Mr. BROOKE states in a written reply: 
No. 

Mr. KENNETH ROBINSON asked __ the 
Minister if he was aware that the owners 
of No. 1 Devonshire-terrace, W1, had given 
two months’ notice of their intention to 
demolish the property; and if he would 
take action to preserve this house, in which 
Charles Dickens wrote David Copperfield. 

Mr. BEvINS: The answer to the first part 
of the question is ‘Yes.’ The Minister is 
in touch with the London County Council, 
as the local planning authority, but it is 
too early to say what steps, if any, will 
be taken to preserve this house. 

Mr. ROBINSON said that apart from the 
outstanding historical interest this was a 
type of pleasant London house of which 
too many had been lost in the last 20 or 
30 years. Would the Minister bear that in 
mind to prevent the plan to pull the house 
down to have a block of offices built. 


Mr. BeEvINS said that the Minister would 
consider this. The question was a matter 
in the first instance for the LCC who could, 
if they wished, make a preservation order. 
Meanwhile the department were discussing 
the matter with the committee on buildings 
of special historic interest. 

Private Street Repairs 

Mr. SWINGLER asked the Minister if he 
was aware of the financial hardship suffered 
by citizens who had no responsibility for the 
private and unmade character of the streets 
in which they lived, but who, under exist- 
ing law, were forced to pay large bills for 
their frontage share of the cost of repairing 
such streets; and «df he would _ initiate 
inquiries to consider the desirability of 
amending the law to provide alternative 
methods of relieving such citizens of a part 
or the whole of this burden. 


Mr. BROOKE: I am not satisfied, on the 
information before me, that the present law 
about liability for private street works is 
unreasonable. I am making inquiries to see 
what use is made of the provisions for the 
avoidance of hardship which already exist, 
and I will consider the matter further in the 
light of this information. 

Sirk IAN FRASER asked the Minister what 
progress had been made in the past year 
with the provision of water and sewerage in 
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rural areas; and what was the programme 
for the current year. 

Mr. Bevins: During 1956 work Costing 
£5,360,201 was authorised for rural wate 
supply schemes in England and Wales, The 
corresponding figure for rural sewerage was 
£5,589,771. I hope that in the present year 
it will ‘be possible to maintain this ta 
of progress. 

Mr. Eric JOHNSON asked the Minister 
what response he had had to his circula; 
offering to sell prefabricated bungalows to 
authorities holding them at a price of £15 
each. 

Mr. Bevins: In the four weeks since the 
circular was issued, inquiries have been 
received from 30 authorities. 

The Severn Bridge Project 
PP PHE total cost of the Severn Bridge pro. 

ject, which would include a suspension 
bridge across the River Severn, a steel girder 
bridge across the River Wye and approach 
roads from Wales and Gloucestershire, was 
given as £36m. in the House of Lords on 
March 13 by Lorp Hawke, Lord in Waiting. 





He said that the estimated cost of the pro- 
posed suspension bridge over the Sevem 
was £10m., but that would merely provide a 
crossing of the Severn between Aust and the 
Beachley peninsula. 
a river crossing until the approach roads 
were constructed, including a steel girder 
bridge over the River Wve. 


The Severn Bridge scheme, therefore, com- 


prised the suspension bridge with approach | 


viaducts, the girder bridge across the Wye, 
which was estimated to cost £1m., and the 
approach roads from Crick on the Welsh 
side to Almondsbury on the English side. 
The total estimated cost of that scheme, in- 
cluding the cost of the necessary land, was 
estimated to be £15,500,000. The approach 
roads would have twin two-track carriage- 
ways and were expected to cost, including 
the cost of the approach viaducts, about 
£4m. or £550,000 a mile. 

Before work could start it would be neces- 
sary to make orders under the Special Roads 
Act to enable work to be done on the side 
roads and junctions and to acquire the neces- 
sary land. Once those preliminaries were 
completed the bridge and approach roads 
would probably take about five years to 
build. To get the full value from the bridge 
and the immediate approach roads it would 
be necessary to extend the eastern approach 
from Almondsbury to Chippenham, to ex- 
tend the eastern approach from Crick to 
Newport and to build the section of the 
Bristol to Birmingham motor way between 
Almondsbury and the eastern end of the 
Ross Spur. The total cost of the bridges 
and all the new roads would be about £36m. 


in School Building 
Programme 
HE Minister of Education has decided to 
increase from £50m. to £55m, the school 
building programme for 1957-58. This new 
sum is the same as that announced for 1956- 
57, but which was subsequently cut. This 
was announced by Sir Epwarp BOoYLe, Pat- 
liamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Education, in the Commons on March 14. 
He said that to give effect to this increase 
some local education authorities had already 
been told that a number of urgent projects 
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might be brought forward to start in 1957-58. 
The Minister would also approve a pro- 
gramme of £55m. for 1958-59. 

? Mr. SWINGLER asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary how many projects which were in- 
cluded in the 1955-56 school-building pro- 
gramme had not yet been started; and which 
local authorities were involved. 

sig EpwarRD Boyce: On January 31, 65 of 
these projects had not been started. Thirty- 
two local education authorities are involved. 

MAJOR TUFTON BEAMISH asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary what was the approximate 
cost of providing one new place in State 
schools in the financial year 1949-1950, and 
what he estimated will be the approximate 
cost in this financial year, giving these figures 
as actual figures and at constant prices; and 
what had been the total saving to the tax- 
payers and ratepayers resuliing from the 
economies that had been made since the 
general election of 1950. 

Sir EDwARD BoyYLe: The average cost of 
a primary and secondary school place in 
1949 was £195 and £324 respectively. The 
average during 1956 was about £150 and 
£260 respectively. The progressive reduc- 
tion in cost a place has saved the taxpayer 
and the ratepayer about £85m. without tak- 
ing into account the general rise in building 
costs. If that also were taken into account 
the saving could be described as about 
£200m, 


Prime Cost Policy 
IHE Ministry of Works and the Service 
Departments do not grant a_profes- 


sional percentage on prime cost sums in- 
cluded in bills of quantities prepared for 


F them unless sub-contract bills of quantities 





have been drawn up for the specific item or 
items or professional skill has necessarily 
been exercised in connection with them. 

This was stated by Mr. HUGH MOLSON, 
Minister of Works, in a written reply in 
the Commons on March 15. 

He also stated that most important 
building contracts placed by his depart- 
ment include some prime cost sums, gener- 
ally for work of a specialist nature. It 
was the policy to reduce the number of 
prime cost items and, to the greatest pos- 
sible extent, to include specialist work in 
the working drawings, specification and 
bills of quantities of the main contract, 
placing on the main contractor the full 
responsibility for pricing and progress of 
the entire work. Where prime costs were 
included in the contract they were deter- 
mined by the department’s quantity 
surveyor. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Kosset Carpets, Ltd., announce that they are 
<xpanding their sales staff and three new repre- 
sentatives have been appointed. Mr. N. R. 
Ritey, Northern area, Mr. Ecctes, Midlands 
area, and Mr. BONIFACE, South-Eastern area. 


Mr. H. CRAWFORD POOLE, general sales mana- 
ager, Celotex, Ltd., was elected director in 
charge of sales at the annual meeting of the 
company held on February 28. 

Mr. Cecit M. Rair has been appointed a 
director of the Sussex Brick Co., and with the 
company’s secretary, Mr. A. H. CHAMPNESS, 
as been appointed to the board of the Sussex 
and Dorking United Brick Companies. Mr. P. 
Spriccs, Mr. G. Laurence, Mr. J.P. Woop 
and Mr. J. R. HARDING have been appointed 
directors, and Mr. P. R. BOLDING, secretary of 
te Sooaca and Dorking United Brick Com- 


BUILDING’S FUTURE 
‘Outlook Bright’ Says MoW 


Parliamentary Secretary 


*TMVHE 
T d 


building and civil engineering in- 


ustry has faced the enormous 
demands made over the last five years in a 
most commendable way,’ MR. HARMAR 


NICHOLLS, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Works, told Peterborough and 
District Building Trades Employers on 
March 14. 

‘The building production curve has been 
going upwards until, in 1956, it amounted 
to the colossal total of £2,070m., an increase 
of about six per cent. on the previous year 
1955 and 23 per cent. when compared with 
1951. 

‘I suppose it is now reasonable for us to 
expect the output curve to flatten out. In- 
deed, part of the policy behind the credit 
squeeze was to confine national expenditure 
on building to the essentials. It is a risky 
thing when an industry has an overloaded 
programme. The psychological upset it can 
cause to the nation when it moves back to 
normal is sometimes out of relation to the 
actual facts of the case. I cannot forget the 
position in the motor car industry when, 
during a two-year boom period, the normal 
employment figure of about 450,000 rose by 
61,000; when the following year a high num- 
ber of these new entrants had to find new 
jobs it gave the impression of a permanent 
slump when, in fact, relative to the normal 
working year, nothing of the sort had hap- 
pened.’ 

He only mentioned this, said the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, because the special 
demands on the building industry attracted 
some 20,000 more operatives to that in- 
dustry in 1956 than had been employed in 
1955, and if, on the slightly lower pro- 
grammes of the future, part of these had to 
find new jobs, the same impression could 
be formed. 

f No Falling Off Envisaged 

‘Naturally the emphasis will change, but 
I cannot see the possibility of any falling off 
over the whole national front,’ said the 
speaker. ‘The demand for new housing 
may soon begin to fall. As we catch up on 
neglected maintenance of war and post-war 
years, the demand for that work may not 
be as high. As the traditional industries and 
public authorities complete the plans which 
they had held in cold storage during the 
austerity years, there will not be the same 
emphasis from those quarters. 

‘But all of this should be replaced by 
the extending programmes for atomic power, 
for the intended extension of technical edu- 
cation, roads and communications. Simi- 
larly, whilst the one type of maintenance 
work may have been completed, the result 
of the passing of the Rent Bill will make it 
possible for other property owners to spend 
money on repairs which has not been avail- 
able before. 


A Bright Future 


‘I hope that the building industry will 
face up to this changing emphasis and be 
prepared to have a flexibility and a mobility 
which will guarantee speed and efficiency. 
Therefore, I would advise the industry 
against being made despondent by the dismal 
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Jimmies who will, as always, describe this 
healthy changing emphasis on priorities as 
the beginning of a permanent recession. 
The future of the building industry is as 
bright as ever, providing its members keep 
their skills and efficiency really up-to-date 
and flexible.’ 


BUILDING’S FUTURE 
PROGRAMME 
MoW’s Request for Data 


OWARDS the end of April the 
Ministry of Works will ask all firms 
engaged in building and civil engineering 
to make a return of the number of men 
employed by them and of the estimated 
value of work done and new orders won 
during the first three months of 1957. 
The information is needed to enable the 
Government to assess the current capitai 
investment and employment in building 
and civil engineering and as a guide to 
future economic policy. 

This is the second year that a request for 
this kind of information has gone to all firms 
in the building and civil engineering indus- 
tries. Every quarter a sample of firms is 
asked to supply it but to make sure that the 
results of these samples are reliable, it is 
necessary once a year to take a complete 
census and to send the return to every firm. 
Even the smallest firms have a part to play 
in these inquiries: the total output of firms 
employing under 20 men is over £600 million 
a year, about one-third of the total output 
of the industries, 

The information collected in these annual 
returns will also be used for the annual 
Censuses of Production by the Board of 
Trade. In future, therefore, a large number 
of the smaller firms in the building industry 
will no longer have to make a separate 
return to the Board of Trade. 


Information Called For 


The form in which the Ministry of Works 
return is to be made has been drawn up with 
the help of representatives of the industries 
and made‘as simple as possible. Firms have 
already received an advance copy in order to 
arrange for the information to be available. 
This year the form also calls for a return 
of orders for new work obtained in the first 
quarter of 1957. This additional information 
is being asked for because without it the 
Government would be unable to make a 
forecast of the probable future load on the 
industries, or judge the effect of economic 
restrictions. 

All the information obtained from 
individual firms will be treated as strictly 
confidential and will be used solely in the 
compilation of general statistics. 

The return should be completed and 
returned by May 8: contractors, say the 
Ministry, can make a contribution towards 
reducing the cost of the inquiry both to 
themselves and to the Government by 
making the return by the due date. 


Furniture Development Council 


The Board of Trade announce that Sir 
Laurence Merriam, MC, JP, has accepted 
the President’s invitation to become chair- 
man of the Furniture Development Council 
for a period of three years in succession to 
Sir David Waley, KCMG, CB, MC. 
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THE NEW YORK 
SKYLINE 


Some Recent Changes 


'HE skyscraper building boom in New 
York is gradually changing the city’s 
famous skyline. This tall building 
activity which gripped the city soon after 
the war is now at its zenith, and ninety 
towering buildings of 20 to 40 storeys 
have been erected since the boom began. 
31 of these have been built or planned in 
the last 18 months. 

Concentration of these skyscrapers is 
in Manhastan’s Grand Central Station 
area. Already they are casting their 
shadows on such famous landmarks as 
the United Nations building, the Rocke- 
feller Centre and Third Avenue—con- 
crete and stone eulogies of economic 
success. A spokesman of the Commerce 
and Industry Association of New York 
said recently: ‘New York is getting 
more crowded and busier—but it’s also 
getting more prosperous and there’s no 
end in sight.’ These giant blocks are 
wiping out old office buildings. Head 
offices of the biggest firms are being 
sardined into an area within a dozen 
square blocks of Grand Central Station, 
and the demand for land has sent the 
value of property in good localities sky- 
high too—as high as 250 dollars a square 
foot. 


Architectural Controversy 

Architecturally speaking there is much 
controversy about these buildings. The 
trend, however, is to combine beauty of 
line with as much low level breathing 
space as possible. To achieve this, sky- 
scrapers are being set back from the 
street to provide a park-like setting for 
them with maximum landscaping and 
sunlight. Similarly, the towers are built 
of metal and glass to provide maximum 
sunlight and airiness. All the latest sky- 
scrapers are also fully air-conditioned. 

A typical example of these new build- 
ings is the Astor Plaza Building of 46 
glass-and-metal clad storeys on the East 
Side. It will be built on the site bounded 
by Park and Lexington Avenues and 53rd 
and 54th Streets, and will be a somewhat 
smaller counterpart of the West Side’s 
Rockefeller Centre. Demolition of 
existing houses on the block—there are 
22 blocks of flats, brownstone residences, 
and shops—has already begun. The new 
Astor Plaza Building, costing $75m. will 
be set back from Park Avenue to provide 
a plaza. A garden sunk below street Jevel 
will be surrounded by several speciality 
shops, restaurants, and a bank. Land- 
scaping is planned on top of an adjoining 
two-storey glass house, which will be 
used for display, and on the roofs of the 
speciality shops. There will be a heli- 
copter landing area on the roof, and an 
underground garage for 400 cars. The 
office space will total 1,000,000 square 
feet. Tunnels will connect the structure 
to subways and adjoining buildings, thus 
reducing pedestrian traffic in and near 
the building. 

Other buildings built in recent years or 
now under construction on Park Avenue 
between 47th and 60th Streets include the 
Union Carbide and Carbon, Colgate- 


Palmolive, National Biscuit, Universal 
Pictures, and Arabian-American Oil 
Company buildings. The New York 
Central Railroad is reported to be plan- 
ning a 52-storey office building on a site 
of its own at 27, Park Avenue, between 
47th and 48th Streets. 
Stainless Steel Cladding 

New York’s newest completed sky- 
scraper, the 45-storey Socony Mobil 
Building, has two outstanding features 
about it. It is the largest office building 
built in New York in 25 years and it is 
the world’s first stainless steel clad sky- 
scraper. It is situated at the corner of 
42nd Street and Lexington Avenue, 
diagonally opposite Grand Central 
Station. Its office space totals 1,600,000 
square feet. The use of stainless steel 
sheathing presented substantial advant- 
ages, according to Turner Construction 
Co., the builders. With four-inch breeze 
block backing and a dead-air space, it 
permitted an outer wall thickness of less 
than six inches in place of 10 inches of 
masonry normally used. In addition to 
this saving, there was a_ considerable 
shortening of construction time. The 
individual panels could be installed in as 
little as 28 seconds. 

LEWIS CRANSTON. 


HOUSING BIRMINGHAM’S 
OVERSPILL 


Complaints at Stafford Council 
Meeting 


A COMPLAINT about Stafford ‘having to 
pwil Birmingham’s chestnuts out of the fire’ 
was made to the Town Council on March 12, 
but despite opposition that the cost should 
not fall on local funds, it was decided 
to build during the present year the first 50 
of the 750 houses the council have agreed 
to provide for the accommodation of Bir- 
mingham overspill. 

A report before the meeting stated that 
the loss on an ‘ overspill’’ house—attracting 
£24 subsidy and £8 contribution from Bir- 
mingham—would be £15 3s. 2d. annually. 
ALD. S. H. ROBINSON, housing development 
committee chairman, said they felt the ques- 
tion of the houses for Birmingham people 
was not one for Stafford municipal tenants 
only, but for Stafford as a whole. He moved 
an amendment to the report providing that 
any loss on the housing revenue account in 
respect of overspill housing should be the 
subject of an additional contribution from 
the general rate fund. 

Speaking against the amendment, Mr. 
M. B. SCHROEDER thought the question of 
financing the overspill houses should be re- 
considered. The cost was going to be from 
a halfpenny rate to begin with to ‘ the sky’s 
the limit... He added: ‘ Birmingham have 
created by their greed one of the biggest 
slums in the world. I do not see why we 
should pull their chestnuts out of the fire.’ 

After further discussion, the amendment 
was approved. 


OBITUARY 


W. H. Cowlishaw, MBE, FRIBA 


WE regret to announce the death, which 
took place at Deal on March 17, of Mr. 
William Harrison Cowlishaw, MBE, FRIBA. 
He was 87. 
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AN AMERICAN 
ARCHITECTURE 
AN AMERICAN ARCHITECTURE. FRANK Loy 
WRIGHT. Edited by Edgar Kaufmam, 


(New York, 1955: Horizon Press, [op, 
don: Architectural Press.) Price 84s. 


QF the making of books about Frag 

Lloyd Wright there is no end. The 
object of the present compilation js ‘ty 
make the principles and aims of Organic 
Architecture more generally available pe 
understandable,’ and the method is to seley 
from Mr. Wright’s voluminous Writings 
certain passages that build up into a coheren, 
philosophy of architecture, and to accom. 
pany these with appropriate examples of 
his designs and executed works. All o 
most of this book, therefore, is likely to 
be familiar to any faithful student of the 
great man, yet there is no loss of pleasure 
in reading and seeing it all again. Here js 
much of the master’s best in the way of 
original thought and prophetic utterance: 
here many of the old familiar buildings tha 
have delighted or irritated us in the past, 
together with new projects. 

For all that F. L. W. has done to liberate 
architecture from the bonds of convention, 
one is again struck, in turning over the 
pages of this book, by the solid, even 
monumental, look of much of his work. 
and by the richness and inventiveness of 
his decorative detail. Is he really a struc. 
tural modernist out and out? One may be 
allowed to doubt it. What is he doing about 
shell concrete, for example? Nothing! 

It would be interesting to have his views 
on those fantastic shell vaults of the winning 
design in the Sydney Opera House com- 
petition. Would he still maintain that 
“competitions are devastating where creative 
work is concerned’? Possibly! 

However that may be, the present book 
gives as clear an idea of the man and his 


work as one could expect from a single! 


volume. It is beautifully produced. 


G. J. HowLine. 
THE WAGES SITUATION 
No Resumed Meeting Yet of NJ( 


AT THE time of going to press, no date | 


had yet been fixed for a resumed meeting 
of the National Joint Council for the Build 
ing Industry to give further consideration 
to the wages situation. As reported in The 
Builder last week, the NJC met on March 6 
to consider the report of the special sub- 
committee which had been set up a month 
earlier to examine the operatives’ claim for 
a wage increase of 4d. an hour. As 00 
agreement was then reached the NIC de- 
cided upon a further adjournment. 

It would appear that the operatives are 
not anxious to expedite the NJC‘s procedure 
in dealing with the claim. When the date 
for the resumed meeting is fixed many It 
the industry hope that the NJC will decide 
to refer the claim to arbitration. 

Under the constitution of the NJC the 
operatives must either drop tlre claim or g0 
to arbitration before the next statutory 
meeting of the NJC. The fact that the claim 
can still be considered next time the NIC 
members come together is explained by the 
fact that this, technically, will be the same 
meeting as was being held on March 6, 
which was adjourned and not terminated. 
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Prefabricated Buildings in Nigeria 


sCOPE FOR BRITISH EXPORTERS 


From a Correspondent 


GEVERAL factors militate against Nigeria 
becoming an extensive market for com- 
plete prefabricated buildings designed for 
habitation. Although there are fairly large 
concentrations in the principal towns the 
bulk of the population is spread over a wide 
area on plantations or farms consisting of 
only a few acres. The housing needs of this 
large section of the population are mainly 
met by the traditional thatched mud hut, 


occasionally augmented by timber from 
the abundant local supplies and_ the 
ubiquitous corrugated iron sheeting. Such 


low-cost dwellings are found reasonably 
adequate to meet the basic needs in tropical 
conditions of this large low-income group. 


The possibility exists that some demand 
might be developed among local authorities 
interested in rehousing and _ resettlement 
schemes, but this would probably be only for 
simple low-cost structures that would never- 
theless be semi-permanent. The _higher- 
income groups of the indigenous population 
tend to favour the conventional type of house 
such as is usually provided for Europeans 
since, although building costs are high, this 
type of house is considered to offer advan- 
tages in durability, resistance to and protec- 
tion from climatic conditions, desirability as 
an investment, and prestige. 


A more promising field is offered in the 


sphere of industrial and = special pur- 
pose prefabricated buildings. Although 
industrialisation has not advanced very 


far to date, the climate of opinion is in 
favour of increasing and diversifying indus- 
trial activity. The Federal Government’s 
Economic Programme for 1955-60, which 
envisages the expenditure of over 
£90,000,000 over the period, includes pro- 
vision for encouraging the establishment 
of industrial enterprises, and heavy accent 
is laid on the extension of communications 
which should aid such development. In 
addition, large sums are to be devoted to 
the extension of health services and educa- 
tion in rural as well as urban areas, and 
these schemes and the concurrent pro- 
grammes of the Regional Governments 
should offer scope for the introduction of 
a variety of temporary and semi-permanent 
prefabricated buildings. 


No Import Restrictions 


There are no restrictions on the importa- 
tion of prefabricated buildings from soft 
currency areas provided the consignments 
are covered by a Certificate of Origin. No 
Preferential rates of duty are applied, the 
same duty being levied on all prefabricated 
buildings irrespective of country of origin. 
Imports from the dollar area are restricted 
and are subject to the issue of a specific 
licence by the Federal Department of Com- 
merce and Industries. 

Complete prefabricated buildings attract 
a duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem. It may, 
however, be found advantageous to consign 
and invoice certain components separately, 
as the Nigerian Customs Tariff includes the 
following provisions: Roofing materials, 


corrugated, and ridging: (a) of asbestos 
cement—per ton £1 2s. 6d.; (b) of ferrous 
metal—per ton £3 7s. 6d.; (c) of non-ferrous 
metal—per ton £10 Os. Od. Sanitary, plumb- 
ing, heating and lighting fixtures and fittings 
are separately assessed for duty at the rate of 
20 per cent. ad valorem. 


Only one firm — the Amalgamated 
Engineering Co., Ltd., Idi-Oro, Lagos—is 
engaged in the manufacture of prefabricated 
structures from imported steel. Their pro- 
duction in this respect is limited, being prac- 
tically confined to roof trusses. Otherwise 
the market is supplied by imports. Latest 
figures available for imports of prefabricated 
buildings show that in 1955 the UK sent 
materials to the value of £237,358 to Nigeria 
out of a total of £256,958. 


Considerable building activity is proceed- 
ing, particularly in the Lagos area which, 
as the capital and chief port of Nigeria, 
contains the main establishments of the prin- 
cipal trading concerns as well as the head- 
quarters offices of the new Federal Govern- 
ment Departments. A heavy and increasing 
demand exists for new office and living 
accommodation and there is growing com- 
petition for the declining number of suitable 
sites within a reasonable distance of the busi- 
ness and Government centres. So far there 
is no apparent tendency to depart from the 
fairly high standard which has hitherto been 
adopted for staffs for whom housing is pro- 
vided, and since these houses are construc- 
ted for the most part from imported 
materials, building casts are high. 


Traditional Materials in Use 


Houses are substantially built of tradi- 
tional materials, including cement blocks 
made on site and some local timber. All 
cement is at present imported, but two large 
undertakings for cement manufacture are 
now in process of construction in the Eastern 
Region and the possibility of manufacture 
in other parts of the country is being 
explored. Local production may well have 
the effect of depressing prices of cement 
when the full production potential has been 
achieved. Labour costs tend to be high, 
as there is a dearth of skilled workmen, and 
supervisory staff are expensive. 


There is no speculative building as such 
in Nigeria and all new construction is in 
accordance with the officially approved and 
specific requirements of Government, firms 
and individuals. The implementation of the 
Federal and Regional Governments’ 
development programmes offers a wide field 
for exploration by manufacturers of pre- 
fabricated buildings of all kinds. 


The Federal Government, in collabora- 
tion with the Colonial Development Cor- 
poration, proposes to set up a Nigerian 
Building Society, with a capital of £1,250,000 
plus £250,000 loan capital. It is envisaged 
that the Lagos Executive Development 
Board will acquire some 500 acres in the 
Lagos area on which 500 houses per annum 
will be built for five years. The society 
aims at providing homes for purchase at 
about £1,000 (inclusive of land at £300) re- 
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payable over 15 years. The first phase of 
the scheme, the erection of 300 houses, is 
expected to begin as soon as the Lagos 


Executive Development Board have pro- 
duced an acceptable design. 
The houses are intended to meet the 


needs of the £300-per-annum income group 
and are expected to have a wide appeal. It 
may well lead to the development of a 
demand for more substantial dwellings on 
similar terms by higher income groups. 
Some drawings of the types of houses erec- 
ted on the new housing estate are available 
and may be viewed on application to the 
Board of Trade. 


In addition to a heavy programme over 
1955-60 for the construction of new roads 
and bridges—which itself might offer oppor- 
tunities for temporary transportable struc- 
tures—the Public Works Department antici- 
pates expenditure of over £5 million on other 
public works, which include the provision of 
offices and living accommodation for staff. 


Post and Telegraph Building 


The Department of Posts and Telegraphs 
anticipates spending about £5} million on 
new building. While the programme pro- 
vides for the erection of some buildings of 
the larger type, smaller structures for rural 
exchanges and post offices will also be 
required. The department is at present 
examining the possibility of prefabricated 
buildings and cladding materials suitable for 
small post offices. It is also possible that 
transportable buildings for temporary living 
accommodation for personnel working on 
new installations in the more remote districts 
would be of interest. 


Extensive work for the improvement of 
the ports and inland waterways is being 
undertaken—extensions to Port Harcourt 
alone, planned to begin early next year, will 
cost over £34 million and should present 
opportunities for introducing prefabricated 
buildings as port installations, storage sheds, 
customs offices and the like. The Port's 
Authority also has a housing problem and 
will carry out a building programme to ‘pro- 
vide additional living accommodation for its 
staff. 


Free primary education which will be 
introduced shortly in Lagos has been esti- 
mated to call for an additional 910 class- 
rooms at an average cost of £1,000 each. 
Concurrent plans of the Regional Govern- 
ments for the extension of education will 
also call for substantial numbers of small 
schools in rural areas and living accommo- 
dation for teachers. Extension of the 
health services figures prominently in all the 
Government’s programmes and include the 
setting up of small hospitals, clinics, 
maternity centres and dispensaries in the 
more remote areas. 


Present accommodation for the Nigerian 
Military Forces is inadequate and, moreover, 
certain detachments are now housed in areas 
scheduled for development. New living 
quarters for officers and other ranks will, 
therefore, be required. 


In accordance with the Regional Govern- 
ment’s policy for furthering industrial 
activity within their respective territories, the 
Development Boards are likely to participate 
to an increasing extent, as investors and part- 
ners, in new industrial enterprises. The 
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saving of time made possible by the construc- 
tion of new factories of prefabricated com- 
ponents and the consequent earlier return on 
investment should be of interest to these 
Boards. 

The Cameroons Development Corporation 
has plans for the establishment of factories 
in the territory for the processing of palm 
fruit and rubber. The increasing tendency 
to develop production in the Cameroons and 
also in Nigeria of tea, coffee, rubber and 
other crops, by the laying out of large 
plantations should throw up a demand for 
processing factories and storage, and possibly 
also for living accommodation for plantation 
workers. Marketing Boards and Co-opera- 
tive Societies of Nigeria have accumulated 
considerable reserves and are in a position 
to be substantial buyers of standardised 
structures of simple design. The principal 
trading companies maintain a network of 
wholesale and retail establishments through- 
out the country as well as being in some 
cases the licensed buyers and transporters of 
export produce. They are, therefore, poten- 
tial users of buildings suitable for the stor- 
age of goods, temporary offices and retail 
shops, servicing depots and workshops. 

It will be evident from the foregoing that 
the range of prefabricated buildings which 
might be found acceptable is very large. 
It is essential that United Kingdom manufac- 
turers should be ready to modify standard 
designs to accord with the wishes of pur- 
chasers of special purpose buildings. It is 
probable that, in the majority of cases, build- 
ings simple to erect and requiring little in 
the way of maintenance will be favoured, as 
the employment of skilled labour when 
available would be a considerable factor in 
costs. It follows that all drawings should be 
fully informative while remaining simple to 
read. It is preferable to provide single 
drawings applying only to the building sup- 
plied—books containing a number of draw- 
ings, only one of which is relevant, may lead 
to confusion. 


Roof Overhang 


For most purposes, a roof overhang allow- 
ing some shade and the throwing off of 
heavy rains is necessary. Gutters are pro- 
hibited as they would provide possible breed- 
ing grounds for mosquitoes. Detailing at 
ground level should take account of the pos- 
sibility of level flooding and wind-blown 
splashes during the rains—for reasons of 
economy the floor level is usually likely to 
be only very little above the ground level. 
The avoidance of gaps at ground level is also 
important to prevent entry of insects. 
Adequate ventilation is essential, particularly 
in buildings designed for human occupation, 
and the ventilation requirements embodied 
in the building by-laws should be studied. 
Effective methods and materials for thermo- 
insulation will be desirable for practically 
all types of buildings, and where cost pre- 
cludes the use of these the provision of run- 
ners for ceiling linings would be an advant- 
age. Special provision will often have to be 
made for security, e.g., expanded metal or 
lockable flaps for windows. 


Metal sections should be of as robust 
design as possible—they are likely to receive 
rough handling by labourers and will prob- 
ably be thrown about and trodden on. This 
is particularly necessary in the case of trans- 
portable structures which may suffer a good 


deal when carried long distances on rough 
roads. Because of the scarcity of skilled 
labour and direction, uprights requiring set- 
ting in a concrete base and allowing little 
tolerance are liable to cause difficulties. The 
provision of some simple form of template, 
or instructions on how to construct one, 
would probably be helpful. 

Appearance can be expected to become an 
increasingly important selling point and 
coloured roofing materials and attractive 
forms of cladding should be offered where 
their use will not be precluded by cost, or 
by a preference which may often be encoun- 
tered—for the employment of locally found 
or manufactured materials. Finally, full 
account must be taken of the highly cor- 
rosive effects on unprotected metals of the 
hot and very humid conditions prevailing 
over much of the country. 


Agencies Available 

A considerable part of Nigeria’s import 
trade is conducted through a comparatively 
small number of large old-established com- 
panies which maintain a distributive network 
covering the whole country. The range of 
goods handled by these companies is con- 
sequently very wide, but it is considered that 
they would have the facilities and organisa- 
tion to undertake agencies for any prefabri- 
cated buildings or components in which they 
were interested and would moreover be in 
a position to provide the necessary storage 
capacity to maintain stocks. There is also a 
modest number of reliable smaller concerns 
and individuals who act as manufacturers’ 
representatives and commission agents, and 
a few United Kingdom manufacturers of 
prefabricated buildings or frames have 
already placed their agencies among these, 
in some cases with fair success. While they 
are often able to make a more detailed 
investigation of the market than the large 
trading companies, they are rarely in a posi- 
tion to carry large stocks. The terms on 
which agencies are held vary considerably, 


but commission rates may be roughly 
assessed as between 5 and 10 per cent. of 
f.0.b. prices. 


The normal channel of procurement of 
Government requirements is through the 
Crown Agents for Oversea Governments 
and Administrations, 4, Millbank, West- 
minster, London, SW1, to whose notice it is 
recommended manufacturers should bring 
their products. Most of the promotional 
work has, however, to be carried out here 
and this fact should be taken account of 
in negotiating agency agreements. The 
exclusion of Government purchases from 
commission-earning sales will not usually 
attract local agents, particularly if potential 
Government buying is large. Quotations 
should be given in final form as far as pos- 
sible; most agents here handle many lines 
and do not relish having to calculate the addi- 
tions to basic price in order to give a firm 
quotation to buyers. 

The potential demand for prefabricated 
houses which this report outlines, is one 
which will require close investigation by 
United Kingdom manufacturers. The 
political changes leading to Nigerian self- 
government must lead to redoubled efforts 
by foreign manufacturers to break into the 
market and United Kingdom manufacturers 
are, therefore, advised to take early action 
to establish their products. 
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CEASING TO TRADE 
Builders and Taxation on 
Retirement 
By a Legal Correspondent 


T is one of the few advantages of the 
system of trading taxation in this 
country that when a man ceases to trade 
he ceases to be taxed upon his trading 
receipts. A proposition sounder in prin- 
ciple and simpler in_ its application 
would appear, at first sight, to be diff. 
cult to find, yet within the building trade 
alone there have been many difficult 
decisions in recent years by the courts 
on the pure question whether or not jn 
any given circumstances a man_ has 
ceased to trade. One of the latest cases 
in point (Bradshaw v Blunden 1956 Tax 
Cas. 397) recently reported from the 
High Court, is very much to the advan- 
tage of the builder taxpayer. 

The difficulties in applying the prin- 
ciple arise from two simple factors: the 
difficulty for a builder in disposing of 
his stock-in-trade (houses) and the ques- 
tion of investments. The _ builder's 
position may conveniently be contrasted 
with, for example, that of a grocer, to 
illustrate the two points. When a grocer 
decides to retire, his business may con- 
sist principally of two assets—his shop 
premises and his stock-in-trade. While 
he has been carrying on his trade, any 
receipts from the sale of stock must be 
taken into account in computing his 
profit and loss account for the year. The 
moment he ceases retail selling, however, 
sales of stock are mere realisations of the 
capital invested in the business, and even 
if the stock is realised at a price above 
that at which it stands in his books the 
profit is not taxable. 

Difficulties of Application 

The principle is exactly the same for 
a builder. Directly he ceases to carry on 
the trade of a builder his taxable activity 
is considered as at an end, and any fur- 
ther profits on the realisation of his 
stock-in-trade of houses he will receive 
tax-free. The difficulty lies in the appli- 
cation of the principle. A grocer ceases 
to trade not when he ceases to buy 
wholesale, but when he shuts up his shop 
and ceases to sell retail. His disposal of 
stock is then done for the most part 
through trade channels or on the whole- 
sale market. 

A builder, on the other hand, seldom 
keeps a shop or even a selling agency, 
and the only reasonable market for his 
houses when he decides to retire is the 
same public market on which he sells 
while he is still building. As a result, he 
is often treated as being still in trade, 
for tax purposes, all the time that he 1s 
continuing to dispose of his stock of 
houses, even although he may have 
retired some years before from the active 
business of building. : 

The second question which often raises 
practical difficulties is the question 0 
investments. The grocer may be intend- 
ing to expand his premises, and instead 
of spending all his profits on himself 
and his family, or withdrawing them 
for private savings, he may invest 4 
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hundred or two gradually in government 
securities while he is saving the necessary 
sum to buy out the man next door. When 
he comes to realise these investments, 
whether or not it is after the date on 
which he retires from business, the 
grocer pays no tax on any profit he 
makes. 

The builder seldom has uninvested 
capital on his hands in his business. He 
may, just the same, wish to acquire 
investments for his old age or retirement, 
and real property, about which he knows 
so much, is his obvious choice. He may, 
therefore, set aside for himself a certain 
number of his stock-in-trade and 
advertise for tenants instead of selling 
outright. Alternatively, he may be forced 
by circumstances to let instead of sell- 
ing, because there is no ready market 
for houses at the time he offers them on 
the market. The difficulty in this situ- 
ation is that the only person who knows 
the purpose for which the properties are 
built, or set aside, or let, is the builder 
himself. 


A Case in Point 


As a result of these two factors, when 
the builder retires from work he may 
well have left on his hands (perhaps too 
in the books of his: business if he has not 
been very methodical in his application of 
accountancy principles, or not very com- 
municative to his accountant) a number 
of properties not for immediate disposal. 
These may be trading stock, or they may 
represent trade investments which should 
be realised without rendering the builder 
accountable to the inspector of taxes for 
a Share of the profit; at the farthest 
extreme they may be private investments 
which the builder has set aside for his 
own old age. 


In the case mentioned above a builder 
decided to retire from building and soid 
his business to a limited company, which 
he formed for the purpose of taking over 
his stock and goodwill. He himself retired 
from active participation in the affairs of 
the company and went to live on a farm 
many miles away in Devon, although 
he retained the majority shareholding in 
the company. 


At the time of the transfer of his 
business to the newly formed company 
the builder was the possessor of 206 
houses, and none of these in fact was 
included in the sale of business to the 
limited company. Some of these houses 
were sold after retirement from business 
by the builder, and the inspector of taxes 
attempted to assess the builder (now 
farmer) to income tax on the excess of 
the selling price over the price at which 
the houses stood in his books. 

The builder appealed, and the income 
tax Commissioners allowed him exemp- 
tion from tax on about half the number 
of houses concerned, regarding them as 
Investments. On a further appeal to the 
High Court the Judge decided wholly in 
the builder’s favour. After the sale of 
the business to this limited company, 
said the Judge, all the houses remaining 
in the builder’s possession were his own 
Investments, and on their sale the pro- 
ceeds of sale must be regarded for taxa- 
tion purposes in just the same way as 


the proceeds of sale of any other private 
investments. 

The Judge was influenced in his 
decision by several factors which are 
perhaps peculiar to the particular case 
before him. It by no means follows, of 
course, that every builder who retires 
from business will be able to avoid 
further taxation on his whole stock-in- 
trade merely by selling the bare business 
goodwill and trading materials to a 
limited company. For one thing, many 
of the houses in this case had been speci- 
fically built for letting as investments, 
and were in fact let as investments, and 
transferred into the private account of 
the builder, before this last war. 


Another factor that influenced the 
mind of the Judge was that the builder 
had made no effort to sell the houses 
which he kept on retirement, and the only 
sales which had taken place had been 
sales made at the instance of the pur- 
chasers, who were in several cases sitting 
tenants. Such sales as had taken place 
had been of only a small number of the 
total number of houses retained on 
retirement, and there had been no pur- 
chases to suggest that the builder had 
since started a new venture of dealing 
in property. 

There was, in fact, said the Judge, no 
single factor present, on a balanced con- 
sideration of the case, to suggest that 
the builder had, since his effective retire- 
ment from the firm and the sale of its 
business to the limited company, con- 
tinued to trade, either as a builder or as 
a real property dealer. The Crown 
admitted that the builder had retained 
some at least of his houses as investments 
(those which had been originally built 
for letting and transferred to private 
account), and the other properties were 
all perfectly natural choices for invest- 
ments, since they produced income. This 
was not a case of the realisation of stock 
on retirement, but the indefinite retention 
of a substantial number of investment 
units. 


Lessons of the Case 


The lessons of this case are clear. 
Many builders do not keep their books 
carefully, or give their accountants 
adequate instructions for the transfer of 
properties regarded as private or trade 
investments, to a separate account. This 
in itself matters little provided that the 
intention not to regard some properties 
as trading stock. can be clearly ascer- 
tained frem other circumstances. For the 
builder to avoid an unjust burden of 
taxation, however, it is necessary that 
someone should be in a position to prove 
these circumstances to the tax inspector. 

Many builders resigned themselves to 
the letting of houses before the war when 
some types of property were virtually 
unsaleable. With the advent of rent con- 
trol many of these will have since been 
regarded as commercial losses, but they 
are none the less investments. 

This decision of the High Court will 
perhaps enable some builders to take 
advantage of an occasional opportunity 
for a tax-free sale. It does not, of course, 
establish a principle in favour of any 
builder, or in any way alter the present 
law. It merely illustrates, in a particu- 
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larly clear way, the principle that no 
one should be required to pay tax on 
the profitable realisation of his invest- 
ments merely because he confuses them 
in his books with business trading stock. 
It also serves to emphasise the elementary 
maxim of taxation law that a builder, 
just the same as a grocer, may effectively 
retire from work for taxation purposes 
even though he has not yet sold all his 


houses. 
BOOKS 


e's Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept. ‘The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





PRINCIPLES OF ESTIMATING AND PRICE 
ANALYSIS FOR BUILDING Works. By R. D. 
Wood. DSc. (London: The Estates Gazette, 
Ltd.) Price 22s. 6d. 

A SOUND knowledge of price analysis 

- for the unit rates in Bills ef Quantities 

is required in modern estimating for build- 

ing works. In this publication the labour 
constants have been prepared and calculated 
for the purpose of competitive tendering. 

The subject matter is intended to cover 
the present requirements for ‘ Estimating 
and Price Analysis’ in the quantity survey- 
ing sections, or examinations of the RICS, 
the IAAS and other examining bodies, as 
well as the estate management degrees of 
Oxford, Cambridge and London Univer- 
sities. 

ERECTION OF CONSTRUCTIONAL STEELWORK : 
A text-book for Students and Junior Site- 
Engineers. By Thomas Barron, 
AMIStructE, AMInstW. (London: Pub- 
lished for the British Constructional Steel- 
work Association by Iliffe and Sons, Ltd.) 
Price 15s. net. 


A THOROUGHLY PRACTICAL text-book cover- 
ing every stage of operations in the erection 
of constructional steelwork for buildings and 
bridges, this publication is a companion 
volume to ‘Constructional Steelwork Shop 
Practice,’ also sponsored by the British Con- 
structional Steelwork Association. It deals 
with the preliminary surveys . necessary 
before work can be commenced; the plan- 
ning and organisation of the work on site; 
costing and estimating; tools and tackle, and 
how they are used; the types of problem 
which arise during actual erection, and how 
best to overcome them; and the techniques 
of riveting, welding and flame-cutting. A 
chapter on building regulations is also 
included. The book contains a large number 
of illustrations, specially drawn by the 
author, tables and photographs. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


COSTING FOR BUILDERS. 2nd Ed. By 
Walter and Leonard Townsend. (London: 
E. and F. N. Spon, Ltd.) Price 12s. 6d. 


How TO WRITE A BUILDING SPECIFICATION. 


By G. Chrystal Smith. (London: George 
Newnes, Ltd.) Price 16s. 
PHOTOGRAPHY. By Eric De Maré. 


(Middlesex: Penguin Books.) Price 6s. 

Woop BLOCK AND STRIP FLOORING CAL- 
cuLATOR. By Francis J. Hinz. (London: 
Ernest Benn, Ltd.) Price 15s. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





. i information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
£8 ad, 

Pit Ballast = us see ~~ .. per yd. et ie 
Pit Sand na nse Sse -_ — sie a 1 4 5 
Washed Sand ... me ‘si as ce a ie pe ee 
Zin. Shingle... sai ies me Sas os Ke i si 
Zin. Broken Brick _... ic ee sua ae . 1 0 6 
Pan Breeze 5 si a ies 10 9 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate . per ton 3S 0 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 

tion delivered Charing Cross area. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site site . per ton 5 4 6 

I to 6 tons, site oe Pa 5 16 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 

wards to site : : Pr $15 0 

1to6tons do. site ys 6 7 0 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots es mn 8 1 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 298s. Od. to 688s. Od. aa ton. 
White Portland Cement : _ <3 
Under 1 ton per cwt. 15 10 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 8s. Od. to £14 3s. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


per ton 6 17 0 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and up ” 1415 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London re 6 17 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks ‘(Condon 
sites) .. : ‘ 3 per cwt. 110 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks pes nae eae «. per 1,000 1217 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... ae i oe ee a 11 16 O 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... va ah ok: x 9 1 6 
Mild Stocks... oe 8 16 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 
2§ in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in ae 
District Commons ... ; a 515-0 
Cellular do. =< cee ae bi6 see a 515 0 
Keyed do... an one es sie ‘5 537 SO 
Rustics bas sat ne nae bos see a 735 9 
Cellular Rustics se yA ae sie fee Rs i 35 © 
Single Bullnose Commons 7 3 oO 
Sandfaced ane a — Fae fe 8 2 6 
Tuscans... ot A ARS as ae ie 817 6 
Saxons a as ae ae ae se a > 3 6 
Golden Buffs | y Wiese asi as “oe SS Ze 912 6 
Dapple Light 7 a 10 7 6 
Best Blue el Staffs (London Stations) isl e 28 15 6 
», Bullnose (London Stations) ... as. bes as 29 9 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . , sve ia 25 19 © 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) ae is = 10 8 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) _... oe a 917 0 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) ... Be 718 6 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
NY aye 4 Se ne nf ner ay eos m 27 16 3 
Oo. (London Stations) .. : Bs 33 6 2 
3 in. seen Flue Bricks (London sites) nae m 36 0 O 
2yin Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) re 15 8 6 
* = Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London ia iad 
es) ” 
i in, —, made Sandfaced Red Facings (Condon 
sites) .. me 15 13.6 





Ss 
2§ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings * 


“(London sites) per 1,000 16 8 6 


Hand-made Sandfaced_ Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London sites) re a 18 19 9 
Hand-made Sandtaced Multi- Colour ’Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) eh Pe 18 19 9 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London ‘sites) ca ce 42 17 6 


2$ in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 


(London sites) i 13 16 6 
2$in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi “Stock | Facings 
(London sites) 15 6 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), “White, ® Ivory, ‘Brown— 
Stretchers 64 0 0 
Headers és ‘ aes ie ms 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 43 in. Flats sen “< ss 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... xe ese sv me 85 0 0 
Double Headers a a ae Fe mn 77 10 0 
One side and two ends sigs bee se one ae 87 0 0 
Two sides and one end 5 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints ae 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over ‘White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 25% for Best quality and 
plus 25% less 10° for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) 
HOLLow CLAy ParTITION BLOcKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads 
=? ait, 140 yds. Rie sas —_— yd. sup. 4 § 
S20 1n._.. 140 yds. a = mn 48 
*3in. CG cavity). 120 yds. me ee + § 
BUILDING BLOcKs (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) 0 yds. 5 5 7 
*4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. Soe sg 6 10 
6 in. (83 in. x 53 in.) 1,250 aoke ; per 1,000 26 18 0 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
2 in. see jas a's 100 yds. wate +. per yd. sup 3 9 
BEAD. - os sta 85 yds. sia cea - 4 4 
3 in. 75 yds. re ae um 5 3 
4 in. 55 yds. me ve i 6 5 
CRANHAM 
2 in, tee see ioe eas cine xe als as 6 9 
02 sae ee ape uae ae ae a ts 
<r ea es at — a aes af 8 9 
4 in. xe ~ me ae w 10 9 
4 in. Load bearing quality oe $5 ee It 10 
MOLER PARTITION Broce KS 
2 in, 0 yds. site - Pa 16 3 
23 in. 120 yds. sie Ss '. 16 6 
3 in. 100 yds. oe ee in 16 10 
4 in. 90 yds. as 20 0 


LIGHTWEIGHT Concrete BUILDING AND PARTITION BLocks oF VARIOUS 
SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 


2 in. 100 yds. wee ae . 5 10 
23 in. 80 yds. ae os ie 7 0 
3 in. 65 yds. ave oe a 8 2 
4 in. 50 yds ev : 9 8 
43 in. 44 yds ; 10 4 
6 in. 33 yds ‘ 13 104 
" ‘Duenseauaee- YTONG PARTITION BLocks 
24 in. : : 4 yds. ye Pa 
 THEnnaLire- YTONG LOADBEARING INSULATING ‘BLocks 
3 in. ” ee 0 yds. sve ae -s 
4 in. 90 yds. aes saa x It 1 
5 in. 72 yds. oe at a 13 10 
6 in. 60 yds. foe =e i 16 7 
84 in. 42 yds. ree Ee 139 
FLooR BLOCKS AND FILLER Ties 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. 7. 12 in. delivered in full - 
lorry-loads .. per 1,000 34 1 0 
4 in. dO; x6 i tas me ie = < 36 10 0 
5 in. do. ma 43 15 0 
6 in. GOs. 3: me oe oe ea aa Bet 49 19 0 
7 in. ~ - cs os ee ace me - 6 8 0 
8 in. 71.19 0 


ie) x3" x a Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1 ,000 multiples 4: bs 15 0 
12” x4’ x do. do. 15 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Revised Standard 
List (Nov., 1956) prices delivered London Area. ; 

Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Works. 

Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 


Over 2 tons Under 2 tons Under 2t tons 


Best Quality . —74% +83% i: % 

BSS Best do.... +10% —74% +10% 188% +10% +15% 
Tested Quality +314Y%-Y, +374 %4+ oe 43749, 15% 
BSS Tested do. +474%—74% +4474%4 83% +474 % + 15% 





i 
f 


THE BUILD 


STONEW 


DAMP C' 
Hessian ba‘ 


cut 


to Wi 


delivered 
Asbestos bi 


Lead 


18 in. 
14 in. 
9 in. 
18 in. 
14 in. 
9 in. 


lined 
x9 
x 9 


9 
- 
4 
4 


xxx x 


STONE 


Bath 


Stone 


Monks | 


St. 
Delive 


Aldh 
B.R 


Doulting S 


Beer 


Stone 


Portland § 
Brown ‘ 


delive 
South 


Yorkshire 
Delivere 
gin. X. 
stooled 
12in. X ! 
12 in. x: 
12in. X - 


TILES / 


Delivered 
Machine- 


SLATE! 
First-qué 

















22 1957 THE BUILDER March 22 1957 
565 
STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued DOOR 
S (in Lots I-II 
3in. Land Drain Pipe 2 £ s. d. ) 
4in, do. . = ‘ cain 12 ia. a --. per 1,000 11 3 6 bine Ht London area. £ 4. 
; ao >. - 
Pec ror oo So: BEE | EER oe : 
rs ee ice eae 7 538 9 0 2e bn MWG@MGi 8 #  ... <2 co each : 2 - 
in. X 6 ft. 6 ra eS eo ° es 
£sd pAMP COURSE " 2 fi. 9 in. én  ° oe see Sea aoe i 14 0 
16 8 Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in dea 16 6 
6 cut to wall widths in fo of #6 value and _ oi tog x 6 ft. 6in. ... a6 — — 2 
18 19 9 delivered London area. She Nee eas 2 in. 2 telly ba 6 ft. pen ; es : are 2 a ° 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. pe : ’ er yd. sup. 3 9 . 21, top panel open. Pattern 2 x Gind = 
18 19 9 Lead lined bitumen ditto wi “SUD. do. do. : 5 6 ecm xX ERG. ... —— 2 
1217 6 Bin. X 9 in. British damp course — 0. a 12 6 -9in. X 6 ft. 6in. ... cee eco eee ” ; | 
14in, x 9 in. do. ——. «ele & Fh SUNDRIES as) ade 
316-6 Yin. X 9 in. do. do. os 38 ” 28 2 Deli 
ee St ee a ee ee 
6 in. in. do. eas ase ” 9 . DO ool Slabs, 6 i re 
" gin. X 44 in. bo ~ sili  e a 15 18 3 quantities of 1 ton (89 ashy M4 + datas 
400 i eee ie a 10 14 3 fy in. do. (67 yds. tot — see coe |= yd. 5 8 
300 in. do. (52 yds. t as a ” 
009 STONE 24 in. do. Gaeta 2. <=: 18 tt 
2 00 Bath Stone— in. ° aoa .. uae es 
710 0 Monks Park Quantities under | ton add 1d. per + in. of thickne ‘J a 
: 2 0 St. Aldhelm Box a - be roe ... per ft. cube 8 1h 4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over cnsss. sq. ft 
3 0 ; yg ye at South Lambeth ” 9 Ik 4 in. Hardboard do. me per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. D: im. do ee ee ms » 1 6 
oe Delivered London aaa maehiedie : il ag Asbestos _— Building S Sheets s ‘a per yd sup. ; 3 
an one— its ” > ° aaa os f . 
egal od in random blocks, 20 ft. average nw a 2: A “a an” ae sae i 9 
elivered in : q eee we ia 
Sihaen soa trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. Best ee Glue in slabs... as fie we per} amt 3 2 yl 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Qualit; iad ss 8 5 Croid Gl — = << oe ~ = 28 
h pares | to ~ London in 6-ton lots. ¥ Cut Nails 3 in. eee. see le 28 Ib. 2690 
ae An ubbed, weathered, throated and ae Tey i. and up (1 ‘ton jots) .. a —e rn a . : 
45 12in. X 6 in. do. ~ ae ft. cube 3.17 9 ~~ ou cwt. lots) - ne aee POR 
in. in. eat : ” 0 7 
5 ii + be a fered and iw throated coping 317 3 METALS 
Pe in. X 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on t oe 9 2 211 9 B ae Srem. Joswts, src. 
6 10 3in. sawn two sides Slabs, pat voy egy face... “a 2 6 3 pee 8i 
<s Templates and Cover ee te sacs . per ft. sup. o-3 hte sea in. iain cu 8in. X 6in., 10in. x 6in., 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork n. ; yh & — plain cut to lengths « delivered 
a do. fair one edge for fair faced was 2 2 Extra for sizes ia Z .. perton 48 2 6 
S39 Hard York— oe tee eee eee ae a 113 6 3 in. X Id in. 4in. X lin. . 
7 Hl in Square Steps, rubbed ontop and Zin. x in. eo ere! eet fee oe 310 0 
4 -? edge per ft. . in. ae Por : bic * 
6 5 fee ity Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on re * — 10 0 4 x 4 in. ea a oe was a a . E. 0 
in x ° . ; = eee eee a 
6 9 din, Rubbed hry) Steps, rubbed top and front ihn 2 % ; 4} in. Xx if = en me ahs ate is 1 i5 0 
ointed Paving, given ,? Sin. xX 44 in. tn a) acs “se ” i 
H ; 2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, a akan Lendio 4 a 3 3 3 ém x in. 24 - x 74 ia. lhe cogil 15 0 
ia x ahh fy } in. ... ee ape 7m 200 
10‘ + in. in. X 4 
IY 10 TILES AND PANTILES genta oe in — a . le 
yp ns ; a. in. in. X Tin. ... ae a 
y road in 6 tons o in. X 7in. 10 in. x 8 : : ” 100 
16 3 Machine-mad ; r over per 1,000 14 i : ry 12 in. X 8 in. 
16 6 fteshe aa” and French pattern Tiles from 15 in ° om iS in: : ho 14 in. x 3 in. | 
16 10 Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district aes die aaa 29 19 0 16in. X 8 in. 18 in. x 6 = 16 in. x 6in. > ,, 10 0 
20 0 Hand-made Double R i ea ee 55 18 0 18 i ; es in. 18 in. X_7 in. 
H uble Roman Bridgwater district in. X 8in. 20in. x 6$in.  20in.x7hi J 
ARIOUE Heed made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district ... ... 59 5 0 Steel angles average price... - x7 in. 
| yeiemy 10} x 6} Staffordshire district ... et 15 9 O Steel tees average price i = == @ 50 5 0 
5 10 = made Hip and Valley tiles per doz sas eee 1419 Fabricated work delivered London— Es = 7 5 0 
70 = -made Hip and Valley tiles do. “eS i R.S. Joists cut and Sted .. 
8 2 crete tiles 104 x 64 ate oe tee eve 1 8 0 Compound girders... - ot sn aad ” 65 12 6 
9 8 | x do. = (49S)... os on we 8 S 6 Stanchions ; oe o =< os » 71:15 0 
10 4 |  Note&—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 19 9 6 Compound stanchions me es ae? nm 77 2 6 
13 10 | y- In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins — a) eee ” 81 10 0 
4 | SLATES Pant gy god - awkward | ae CC 94.15 0 
ig -. In 
| First-quality Slates fr oa eee 
Py be ‘om Penrhyn or Portmado ' e 
oe paid in full truck loads to London R tr agp F c mr 2 8 
i | 1,000 actual. on Rate Station. Per Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete jnto- CONCRETE Bans 
*Ax12 ... to BSS785 itish manufacture 
: 1 H 2x 12 eee oe ea “ce ose ae 143 15 10 upwards ex London Stock ii in. os and 
ae ee te 116 17 4 tin.diam. ...  ... -- perton 46 5 0 
20 x 12 105 10 10 Fs: gy Sinaia pea ean A w+ gg, CXtra 8:12 0 
20 x 10 99 0 1 gin. do. ... x ite fis << sae ” 612 0 
1 0 iB z a 16 9 a Se Se ae 412 0 
x 16 9 ss aes tee an % 3 26 
» 0 16 x 10 57 14 0 T MiLp STEEL TuBES 
: ubes t i ; : 
: Aa ... a 17 0 Guivanised Tube and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
. reakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Oll 9 ei Under 1ton Overiton W.L. Fittings meng 
ass + 144% ° bg s ittin 
0 TIMBER Cass t26% an Hea + 400% Malleable Lig 
. Sitnat a” + 443% + 393% avy + 434% —25% 440% 
od— ack— 
Joinery quality Class A = ° ? 
nee eee Ex 83% — 134% 
ail Carcassing aie | Wiest per standard £115 to £140 Class B + 4Y _ 4e ie Pe 33 39 Malleable List 
wee and Grooved Flooring do. . e110 os cee + 198% + 144% . 4 
orks. 9 Fel ‘i C.I. HALF-ROU 
) 0 —_ P : ND GUTTERS 
ieces eg hee do. perft.cube 110 0 Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
ons Oak onduras do. do 
r European do. do. wi -*. Gutt er 
1s% > Japanese do. do ” 25 0 3 in. a aes Nozzles En 
15% - English Logs sawn do. “6 210 0 Sse ee ree 108 3/5 1/- 
15% i Sa Ae do. 117 6 | fin oe oan bie 319 1/- 
Tican : sp 4} in. pts = 1/6 
Logs sawn do. a 15 0 7 eee ove eee eee 5/114 4/9 1/9 
ee a ae 5/1 21 
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METALS—continued PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. wnt - 
C.1.0.G. GuTrers ; : jivered Lon 
Stop Delivered in London area. oe Dister 
Si a tai — = " ‘ M.O.H. rable Dist 
Ne eee tee oe oe oa ae /- / er doz. in. 3i i t 
eg oie a8 ay bee ave ees 5/7 4/6 13 Screwdewn bib cocks Crutch oe Te ee ee Goss fn cem 
7. oon oA oe oes oe ole 4/9 1/9 head for iron ie . 87/- 128/8 
— on ae see ay .. 6/8 5/5 2/1 Toilet bib cocks for iron ..- 109/- 158/5 Whit 
SUR axa “i ae oes ae 7/34 6/2 2/4 Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917; Ground Whit 
CL RAIN-WATER PIPES do. with two unions for lead  89/- 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1380/6 Genuine Red | 
Per mn in 6-ft. ene Pipe Bends Branches Double nut boiler screws we 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 Genuine Li 
2 in oe aces 83s «4/3 anches | Heavy Croydon ball valves |. 77/- 193/6 312/5 S688 734/10 — | SXD a 
24 i Soe. cae an a 4/9 8/2 Plumbers’ union brass lead to ki sae XD ed 
Soe ee. ati siidines <+Aaae chaae a eae 233 $1 8/10 WON ve ae ae ae 19) 6 1246 38/6 32 10, 70/6 165)- aed Linseec 
45 tee sh see ee na one oe ae 4 In. in. 3hin. 4in, 
ine a) i As "4273 8/5 12/7 ps eal os she .. 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155)3 1 
2 in ’ “LCC. COATED — Pipes iy mn “yh x 6 eu J reg A etn Oe Topatne a 
24 pce ee on 30 = — Lead P. trap with brass es ee Soignum, Bro 
4 eee eee eee eee / |~ - screws ... a : pe 1 
34. pax se ane see ove vee 11/14 8/10 13/- Lead S. trap do. é $7). 108) 177 : ae Oe 
rane =o Solder Re zi . = . 
4in. ... 14/2 12/3 17/11 a s. 4, White Lining 
Ser ers ee) ees - 6 
onAbove prices >» gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots a ose ose tee Birnges 437/- nr i 1 
cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, iy Ow pipe ie ae re é un ” SHE 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 24 a” eatin a * = — 
L.C.C. Coatep Drain Pipes ‘s aie Copper TUBES AND SHEETS ae _ 
In 9-fts. opper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 28} 1. per Ib. a, 
: cwt. qt. Ib. per yd. Bends Branches and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum aulane ie otk Pale Cop 
din, wae ae nee DTT 33/6 23/- 41/- Ratra $ om. Hard Drying | 
in... MD 200 1 «4972613, 8/- d. a. | Oe Flat 
“ASBESTOS RAIN-WATE in. X 19 eee i . 
ee ee R PIPES AND FITTINGS liq * _— os 128 Total - Ib. a approx per ft. a Finest Carriag 
: 2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4in 1 in. x 18, | AOE Ks 39 ‘a ; 244 — Bonds 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths ... per yd. 4/3 4/6} 5/6 7/34 Ijin. x 18, wo» 10} ” 383 2 ‘ sot pan vod © 
Shoes... .. each 2/9 3/- 3/7 4/10 Idin. x 18, "40k ” - 3 x i, Black Japan 
Bends Branches, 4/4 5/1 6/1 8/6 2 in. x 17 _, ee, ae eee 36 | et lack 
ends square or obtuse 3/- 3/4 4/4 6/1 Rolled Copper - 4 - ” lin Blac 
Swan Necks 4+ in. ” 3 pp ets. up to 48 in. wide, basic price Terebene 
. ry hy ~~ Rs 37 i“ oT 59 plus gauge and manufacturing extras... «ss» perton 277 5 0 § Knotting C g 
Asprstos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS . ici ZINC French and 5 
4 in. 4 eet Zinc 10 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths ... per yd. 4/1 4 in “a “ia do. 12 eauge (23 Swe) siansiaietincaaiiaainiatais 3 é GLASS 
Drop ends ie ... each 3/3 3/9 4/5 5/2 do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) ei 8 5 3 
Stopends .. ... , 1/- 1/1 12 1/4 . 3 livered Lo 
Angles ‘cai eee 3/4 _— 
Nozzles ; i‘ 3/3 5° 48 i Brass Tuses 18 oz. Sheet € 
Union Clips... , 1/7 at Ba aH “ — ee -_ —* eeiameamaassil ib 2 : . 
Asbestos HALF- -Rounp GUTTERS AND FITTINGS rue oa 1 i ea 
in. 4 in. 44 in. Sin. in. "Roll od P 
~ mi aa. lengths... per yd. oy 3/44 ie coy Sie LEAD SHEET AND PIPES ie and 4 il 
ropends ... son ORE 4 2/9 3/- | / : F a +e , 
Stop ends site mth “Vi VW i ry Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
— see wee oy : 8 3/- 3/4 3/7 4)! ome Counties. es 
ozzles ~s. eesu ae 4 2/9 3/2 3/4 £6, ¢. 
Eee ties oe ; i la a ig por oe. Boelish oe substance and upwards _ per ton te 15 0 
‘Per ton basis Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. 2. i 154 10 0 
n 9 y 
in Lo - over 4 in. dia. . ie - 156 10 9 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant Quality of ae Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe men es . 154 10 0 
Mild Steel Bars Ms pes 43 18 0 Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
Mild Steel Hoops she = ses ne sae ~~ a 2s 5 ewt. and under | ton e oF acs see Per Cwl. 2 0 
Ex Merchant's : oo > ; oe. = aes see ot » 4 0 
eee | geal OR ~~ © “2 
wo-ton lots aller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
wie Soon C.R. and C.A.— £6. a. Supplying sheet ‘lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
= ote aes ae aT ies Pee ws S68 2-6 weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
36 — - ee ae sos cue Be An “4 + : extra according to current trade schedule. AS 
Galvanised Corrugated s sheets 6 it. to 9 t— _ ‘ee ping tee — ee 
20 gauge fy a oo mer sax | NSS TT 30 
24 gauge ose ae se a a see coe dO if no 
26 gauge . em PLASTER, etc. Aberavon ...... 
Galvanised flat sheets C.R. and ¢ CA— woe 
20 gauge oe ow” ade SR ee G7 Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton8 2 3 yc 
24 gauge ben ae =e ss ce ae owe. S do. ao do. do. cae ” 811 9 Accrington. 
26 gauge ae : ee ssi A eee — — = - Ke o 8 : 3 Mibstone 2 
oO. 0. 8 12.3 fan Valley .. 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMI Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads as ass ne Ks Aldeburgh... 
(Base prices) nen nee ‘ Hydrated Lime (Grey) do. ees eu ee : } 17 ¢ Misha Dis 
H ad ‘eton 
Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) w. per Ib. 2105 e. Fm i 1 iF i » 8 9 0D Atovick UD 
a Nerdy tena 18 SWG (36 in. wide) . D- us do (White) do. ee ie ie a ; m : — a3 
oiled strip 18 SWG (24 in. wide). ai s fo » ~H6¢ a 
—— BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. Ff viii yok waa se oar Comeer ort ton leds” ie . if . ; bi 
tes e i 
-_ strip for flashing 99.7% purity 22 SWG (12 in. ae — ee an oper cwt ; 4 : Ai 
wide) $s + 0 Gypsum Plaster | Lath or Base Board hick 7 ingesey, Isle 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility ‘Circular e e Board # in. thick 600 Ardingly 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SWG y or po gad in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. : +t Arundel tase 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 ae 3 Utility Industrial Do. ieadaties’ do. ? in. thick 600 yds. and ov Aibbourne Ri 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20SWG . 117 11 in one delivery. Delivered site ‘ of 3 Ashbourne UI 
Corre ie 318 ito, NS" 3 Utility Mansard 1,200 yds. li i 2 11} Athhy-de-la-Z 
rofile x in. X : 111 ; ? Ashby Would 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C ante moulding . per ‘lb. eA 3h Gypsum Plaster Wall Boar ‘id an ino ti 6 to Aiford (Keen 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round ... 2 6 Delivered site atin sacl 21 Aiford (Mid 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIWP simple angle... —;, 2 114 1,200 yds. . re . 2 ot | Adiesd 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. round ‘ 2 104 Do. insolating do. # in. thick 600 yds. 3 ‘and over . Ashton-under 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 13 in. O/D x 20 SWG ‘3 4 3 in one delivery. Delivered site 3 3. & Aspatria and | 
Tubing BS 1471 HTIOWP 13 in. O/D x SWG a 5 6 1,200 yds... sis ve 3 2g | Atherstone RI 
oe eee eee eee oe Attleborough 
RET 0. 
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p”AINT AND DISTEMPER Per ft. super 
Delivered London area Sj a & 4 in. Figured — and Cathedral, depesnnig anew “— 
ceiling Das ‘ a ies ove es» per cwt. 3 H ‘ White Group 1 se Eee 103 
Washable Distempe ° wes eee ose os do. Group 2... = wey ao ae aed } 2 
<a Gloss Paint ‘a .. per gal. 22 O do. Standard Tints ... 1 8 
ae gnowceml cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) ... -- percwt. 311 O do. Special Tints : 3 4 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS 3 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, "Reeded, Reedlyte a and 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 911 6 : Luminating Group 3 1 3% 
2/6 917/6 fF Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. lots in 1 Veal tins pergal. 3 9 6 j in. Wired Cast “: E .S 
3/6 1389/6 Genuine Red | ead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg percwt. 79 9 | in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 354 
nn 93/6 Genuine coed Oil Puity, 1 I cwt. keg. Re ae 2 17 : i Glass Blocks— Each 
~ Sie XD qua ity 2 eee -+» per tin 9 P.B.2 53 x 5} xX 3 ere tee 
Raw Sm inseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra aaa ee. per gal a. P.B.3 73 xX 7% x 34 in. ‘ _ 
/6 i pied Linseed Oil (5 gal.) — do. “ sea a 7 9 P.B.32 73 X 73x C3 : 4 5 
. 4in SUNDRIES Radiused Corner Blocks to match up with— 
I ) MI Turpentine ioeeente ial oo — aaa aaa eo 6 6% P.B.2 ; = , h es may 5 6 
do. gal Oo. Rie cee tea iS 5 103 P.B.3 aaa <a aa eas one na 
3 X Tip solignum, Brown e = — — ase Pa om 8 4 P.B.32 aaa es ; ; 
sote (40 gal. barrels oie wae oa a 20 fa 
7 Ho ee der (1 Ib. packets) i ce a per ‘Ib. 2 0 4 in. Polished Plate nee G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
‘Sd [White Lining Paper... =. se see aee POF Pllc” 1 1 In plates not exceeding . sup. a 3 10 
. d, oa “ = . Sup. ooo eee ies 4 9 
ib, 3 6 45 ft. su 
” 9 = p. aaa “a aa a 3 
: ; VARNIS HES, etc ” ” ” 100 ft. sup. 6 0 
4 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates dueatien 100 ft. 
Delivered London area sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
Qak Varnish, Outside or Inside ase aaa «. pergak 2 0 0 —Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one said or ve in. 
7a (ak Pale Copal _ do. aaa Hee ean pa 20 0 both ways ... 9 0 
; Hard Drying Oak for Inside aus aa das pe ya Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. ‘or ditto” io aa aa mm 5 
(ystal Paper Varnish do ane mas wae a 28 0 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto ane ee 17 2 
. Eggshell Flat Varnish do. a oes dee a =z & ¢ Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
i Finest omg, let gg das re ag asa a Z Z ¢ Substances other than 4 in’ Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
24 jo —. ll CU CU 118 0 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
29: Ff Black Japan... fai reo ecg a oe 3 116 O The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
2 Bnswick Black a ae AS a ie ra at 0 pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Berlin Black... ve vee oo oe see » 110 0 Minimum Per ft. sup. 
Terebene oes eee wes pe 117 0 Description of Glass —_, S z 
Th S70 et gal. bottles free)... : See eee oe 2» - : : br oz. sheet O.Q. a and oe oe 3,000 
rench and Brus aes Ses cea na 268 4 « ns Jos aaa aaa rey | "000 a 
yt re ian oes aaa ae ee 2,000 8 
8g 9 0 32 oz. aaa aaa waa aaa -. 2,000 it 
8 66 GLASS $ in. Rolled Plate .. os as ie ... 1,000 8 
BS 3 per ft. super $in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Delivered London area . ale es s. d. Patterns, White Group | ao 1,000 83 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality- Cut Sizes 74 do. Group 2 1,000 1 53 
Woz 55 mS a * PP Ps 9} 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating , 
1 113 ye * B ” %» ” % 1 04 and Spotlyte Group 3. 1,000 11} 
2 ne $9 * e tl 3 #; in. and 4 in. Rolled Plate or r Rough Cast 2,000 1 0 
lin "Rolled Plate ; HPC aaa ons aa 105 4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal.. ase 2000 i 
j in. and 3 in. Rough Cast ... wee eee es 1 23 4 in. Georgian Wired Cas' ie oe ... 2,000 i & 
London 
i ee 
PIS @ 
; 6 
+10 0 
510 O 
+10 0 
2s 
40 
6 0 
AS FROM FEBRUARY 4, 1957. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
Town. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. 
Aberavon ... Grade Cl ificati A Al Bridgnorth MB 
ladies jrade Classification. \ Brid h 
og | Meteavenny Craftsmen ... ie . «=«: 4/44 4/4 pe a 
rig Abingdon Labourers ... ee a 3/10 3/94 Brierfield 
be 2 Accrington... Brighouse MB . 
: a ; ivory zee Town, Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. — n& Hove ae 
14 6 Aldeburgh GMEUIED ss da dcesascacucceesce Al I civnnncnassuaneinionn A ere A ) SS eam 
1% % Aldershot District pas Pr Al Bedlingtonshire UD ......... A Blackwell RD ........c0000- A Bromsgrove UD 
a6 on UD [  — A a ay Broughton, Flint ... 
10 RMR OED. ccccoscvaciesseee Beeston & Stapleford UD A We TIER ca cccceccecncicess A Buckfastleigh —.......ccccecees 
aan sscaen vaca weiedsseas WII, cancvnctcccdunuaanns NIN CUE wcavecaddassauscncens A Blidworth — ..........00 ae Buckingham ........ 
14 6 MnrNasiecsaNcansersortac ge’ Bakewell UD . TID ccusdeisichseennantinnanens A Blyth B. ..... RSENS A | Fens 
ll 9 labia etasa dskacesncodl Banbury _....... aduact ee A Bodmin .......... weoodl | eine Al 
6 6 Amersham .........0008 woedl Bangor Berrington —.....cseceses aachhe Bognor Regis wooedal Burnham-on-Crouch ...... Al 
10 6 Ammanford ......... eer Barnard Castle UD Berwick Borough ..........++ A | ee A Burnham-on-Sea ............ Al 
17 6 Andover ............c00e sod Barnoldswick UD ...........- Beverley MB A |: ae A WII (cn seethinartiancadicas A 
Anglesey, Isle of ..... ansdue Barnsley CB ........ Bewdley MB........ A BNE ons oca ladedl cadena A Burton-on-Trent C.B.......... A 
4 Ardingly oo... ceeeeee | Barnstaple _......... eel Bexhill-on-Sea | eee A MI aicadiacdndinyécoxtualiidakags 
2 — Rend innsenbueineasinsers Al Barrow-in-Furness .........+«. A le aaa rr A ped St. Edmunds on 
' 1) |) eee Al Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggleswade ... oie Bournemouth District ...... NINN deca sceuneninaaippeniamiiiids 
pe | See Al (part Thrussington) ...... Al eae A Brackley MB ........0++essee0 A 
a 10 Ashbourne UD ............0+ Al TORRES scacadeastovaccdsdsaudckece A WN yas oates accvancaxtniciees A Bracknell ......... A 
2 11f ff Athby-de-la-Zouch UD ...A Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD .. A Bradford CB ....... 
Ashby Woulds UD ......... A by-on-the-Wolds Al) ...... A Bilsthorpe_ ........ A Bradford-on-Avon ; 
Ashford (Kent) .......0.. Al Basingstoke Al Bilston MB ..... rey | eee 
1 Ashford ei yee A | | Rae Birchington Al Brandon & Byshottles UD é 
Z Ashington UD A Batley MB Birkenhead * Brecon—Borough of......... oe le Distri 
2 6 rs A Baxterley Birmingham CB . A Breconshire, County of ... $ Cambridge 
Ashton-under-Lyne A Beaconsfield Bishop Auckland Ul A Brent Knoll ......... Cannock UD 
4 patria and Brayton Al Bearl Bishop’s Stortford .. A BHOMEWOOU a cccccedccccaceses A Canterbury 
3 4 Atherstone 3 ae A Beccles. Bishops Castle MB. -Al Bridgend ...... seeeceeeeeeA CNG 5. 0s0s0s2sereecececesrens 
ttleborough =. Al Bedale RD Bispham ........... uA Bridlington 7] ae A Cardiganshire,County of Ai 
MEADE Scbuicssacsasvceuseas Al Bedford Ee OTe A Bridlington RD ...........006 Al Co Sete 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 
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Town. Grade. Town G 
< . rade. Town. ) 
NE TIN 5 ni scnssckotxnes sen A Felixstowe Al Lew _— or Grats. Town. Grade 
Carmarthen—Borough of...Al a “4 iy — oe” pbeeaelaiide Al Pembrokeshire (except Mil- Sutton Coldfield MB .. y 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of _ Fleetwood... aay Lin iI ~ yl me ford Haven) .......0.+.+++. Al Swadlincote UD . ae 
OT Te a ae: Flint MB .... RN Liske: al re a ae ‘Swaftham - Y 
Castleford UD “ eather —— a ear =e Al Penrith UD ... eseetuil Swanage Dist ntl 
CHUSMAM ........<0000+ ee Y Frinton cad Foon aa Al RDOTAENSOO aeoiancexessseksano Al Swansea wAl 
Chapel-en-ie-Frith 00000004 | Frome 1000020 at | ede Al — faa | Gee District a 
“2 aigeeiaiienar ye Mineendleatemenacimemeae ~~ = re ree oe ern Regional portion) . : 
Charmy Down ...... A Gainsborough UD A Llanfa;ciocka Lianelly RD) y MRCETRUEGIRN - aiaacrsensscocunstane “Al Swinton UD sccm 
Chatham District A Gateshead CB ........ aeiN ma...” Al Sarai: 3 i Tamworth MB ............. A 
: aeRO IL ee Gillingham (Dorset) . ‘Al pres oe Al ymout acassweseuvexsasvect A Taunton _...... 
Cheadle (Stafig) RD some Gaetan deen ae * powy a Pontefract MB ............... A Tavistock . Al 
Chelmsford ........... A Glastonbury & Street ‘AL Lo 8 on am Pontypool & District ......... A Tenterden “a 
Cheltenham .... ae inna ce en a, fos A Lc conf oan me Pontypridd District .........A Teignmouth * 
Chepstow Pare Gloucester mages ——— MB .........A POPURCAWL — ..c.s06s000 A Tewkesbury ak 
ore vol Gloucestershir Lowestoft —.--+---+0---, we Ported Bi il... re Er Haven “ 
oadane te. | Tone oo . oa “AL | Portsmouth .. OR | Thirsk RB: ae 
a MB ....ccs0: / Gesls ED Gat Adnare, a 2 re — Talbot <i Thorpe Bay .. ~- 
esterfield RD ... ies Hook) nN L + FEstONn —...54.. ht Thurrock UDC Ar 
Koiichester 2-2 .;.02. : Gosport pone Rea vA Princetown Al » North of to Billericay = 
Cnpping a ete eS Grantham Lyachem (Devon). i al Pula’ _— — Tilbury vss a 
Chipping Sodbury ......... Al Gravesend i pero ae PIO Si ccengecscreseses Al Todmorden MB .., A 
“nga py ol — Bei ODA Toe Sr erie ——— aa aenees I 
am nJ Harden- reat Yarmouth .............. ; : ‘orquay 
—_ pisasaubaas tay SerereeEee Al Grimsby CB.......... Macclesfield eee. County of 1At Totnes “a 
Gi OTTEY soo eseeeeeeseeeeesereeneees A Grimsby RD (part) ......... Maidenhead Rawk UD Tr ate Higa Al Tring .......... AL 
a —— Guildford District ............ Maidstone .... Rayleigh a -7 a bridge “Al 
ERO 35.5506 va Maldon (Essex) A a FUPO oe .eeee eee : 
eT ee’ 0) ee ere A Reading oe A ~All 
Cleethorpes MB 1..." A Halesowen EBD sssvasevasseeee A sete oo oteet me Redcar'B: ........ on Forni Well | 
Clevedon <oodl Ha 0 yaalianttay A Malvern UD ... 3 pedeneh UD -...... “AN ac. 
ee mae - nistead....... were > seis -ool gl ase Redhill & Reigate . AY Ulverston 
Glither ne “ Haresfield .. RI Mantinkice, wee Rhondda Valley . LA Woon o vA 
auitnes Hedow anningtree ...... er ppingham (Salop) Al 
Coalville UD _..._. A | Harlow ........ ry Manat Réchmond B hai vote U 
Cobham (Surrey) ‘a RRREDEIICR oc. cscecvesscsesveed A = MB seni Ripon MB. .........0+5+: << etna on ae ei Al 
Colchester ......... me a earerigg ee A Siasnite eSeveeeosees = Rochdale ie ar oxeter UD..........60..0Al 
oc eee ; sees a = A i. Soden WE A 
Colwyn Bay A | Harwell... At | Market Harborough RD...Al | Ross-on-Wye CAEP Wakefield CB oo cccscsuA 
Congleton .... Al Harwich ... A js a ua — UD ...A Rossendale Valley . ee: Wakefield RD .. A 
Consett UD .. A — a ane Al Martock ee re Sothernem CB . A oe A 
Conway... Al Saeki oo Al  o-negiggieaeinae - Royston | ------ AL Wallsend B .. wo | 
OEDY UD... 35..00.<00- Bee sgl «A 1 Matlock UD” ugby . A sree One vee 
Cornwall, County of. TAI on ememecienS vA = ced “as Pe Rugeley UD .... Al Walton-on-Naze AL | 
Corsham District ............ A boa ee + Al Melton Mowbray UD . ie RN IED on. roosscsssennnns A bi aiatay ; 
Coventry CB ....... a, \ sonar Ne aCe "tes A Merionethshire F ; wrt boar scone x Al 
. me empstead GD eee wi arrington ...... 
ong “eae Al Hentey:onethaties Al Merthyr ............- ae Saffron Walden _........... Al Warwick MB . 
SR EEACSAESiE x Hereford .... ree | Mexborough UD ... A St. Albans ........ maser one Wednesbury MB .. A 
Crawley pis AL Herefordshire, Cnty. of...fAl Middlesbrough CB ... A St. Austell .... Al Wellingborough UD. A 
nolan ieaanteee . ree Bey .................. Al Middleton ........ A St. Helens ees" Wellington UD A 
+ oe lea see Hertford ...... a Middlewich. o* Es INGOIS: . seccsas Al Wellington (Somerset) ...Al 
Pcaiehontiaaal er Hexham RD .. Bo Mildenhall ...... Al Salisbury City Al Wells (Norfolk) ‘Al 
ee otras Hexham UD .. ay te Haven UD .. Al Salisbury Plain . ry Wells (Somerset) ...........Al 
UD “ Heysham ...... pene MOHAN io ucy sas <oession coach Al Sandy _ .......2s. Al WEIWYT 5.005505 aa 
J severeceeteees Heywood .... et Monmouth—Borough of...Al Sawbridgeworth .. sae Wel Fi ; a 
Crowborough CYWOO ........2020- eee ee M : * elwyn Gar. City ae 
Cuckfield oe Higham Ferrers MB .........A onmouthshire............... Al Saxmundham _...... - West Bromwich A 
eo “ae High Wycombe: ....... Ho Morecambe _..... op Scarborough MB.. Westbury AL 
pibeabsieentévarnesesves A Hinckley UD ..... pa Moreton Valence al Scunthorpe MB .... oaua Westcliff-on-Sea “aA 
Hitchin ........... EA er onreseoskesvs iN Seaford & Newhaven...... Westerham .......... AL 
ee P Nisdakcind. ... BN orpeth B ... ‘A SeIBY MUDD) Seto ersesesttodasts West Hartlepool CB ........ A | 
Darlington CB ae Oak Holywell See Morpeth RD .. A Sevenoaks ceeds Westmorland (except 
or glen a Wisceve Goce A WSIUIOUIOY coscxssiugssssesssecs Al Shaftesbury Kendal) ..... 
Sone ges aS EK Horncastle UD . Al Sheerness |... Weston-super-N 
Daventry MB Al euca raises Al N F Sheffield MB... Weybridge... A 
Rel eee Horwich ........... / are age ag suaeesversvescceercas Shepton Mallet . cersee Weymouth (including Port- 
eabiel Soeris e Seadenachi CB. i a" Valley went Sherborne ..... oy. land Bill, excluding Port- 
Derby CB ........ aay Tee eae Lok ++ arose RET la sees Shipley  ....00...4....0000000es A land Stoneyards) ........ Al 
— ani loa “ie Hunstanton ...... Ke esate ‘ achive aaee Shoeburyness sister A Whitby UD bs 
Devon, County Or. “Sal Huntington (Staffs) .......... A N Y See Man airless ies ssn Shoreham ........ cease Whitby RD 
Dewsbury CB A ‘ewcastle-on-Tyne Cl Shrewsbury MB ............... A Whitehaven 
iia eee we Tifacoube + se -somig ~— igl - SEHOWY VANES .......00.000s A Whitley & Monkseaton UD A 
=... A | ae. . aoe 2 | ee” Al | Whitstable and District ...Al 
+ sone mated CB.. eer 5. Ilkley UD...... Ban Newport Mon. .... Soa. Skinon UD. ee = wie me - * 
an . ome Skipton UD ...... ase ae eal 
—" “aS Seger; Panera Decks ane zee Pagnell “a SERIO UD on. 5. es cnecascees Al Wigan . A 
+ eter emcee at. “ Ile Or Thane” Al CWQURY —.....ccc00e seis Slough, Windsor & Eton Wigton ....... Be 
oa Aries : “a Isle - Wight pevscewes ee = set Abbot .... BFTENCE  seccevccenscoveshecss A Wilmslow ........ .. 
seen Pe Re ne ormanton UD Smethwick CB .... my Wilts. County of.. 
Driffield UD — Northallerton District ..... A Snettisham ....... _Al Wimborne .. 
a hin Barrow ABs .cictectisiocistieses A + at anh UD “ Solihull UD ........... =A Wincanton ..... 
DistwichMB..... Shs Aa ~ Lech. CB .. Somerset, County of..... tAl Winchester ..... 
Dudiey CB ... “A | Keighley MB 0... A | North Walsham”. . a — 
Dunstable se Kendal... ar Northwich TASHEIGR .05.00<0555. obvestess A Wisbech ...... 
Ban. A Kenivoih UD. EE BB nny ey Southend-on-Sea _Dist.......A Witham ...... 
oe a . + ant > uaguamag 5 aS Southport ................ A Withernsea L 
aia i a] Renate hi eA | Retina SIA | Southwell 8 SAL | Woking 
E. Glam. & Mon. Val.......A Kingskerswell ..... SAN iain aMiamatia Spalding UD .. Al Wolverhampton CB 
— en me King’s Lynn .... Al Oak a MB.... A Wolverton District .... 
esteven RD............ A Kingst oe akham RD ............ INES «0+... . 04s A Woodbridge ... 
Fast Retford MB........ Ber > yaaa ~Al | Oakham UD oe Stamford MB Al Woodhall Spa UD 
Eastwood (Notts) UD ......A Knaresborough UD . ae Okehampton. oe Stantonwick ...... er Woodstock _.......... 
Ebbw Vale & District.........A K Oldh Stevenage .. A 
, IMEOR, dacs scceccsottsstaee A AM seeeeeeee =o Worcester CB . 
Edenbridge ............ AL Ongar ....... om Stockport ....... A Workington .... 
IG osseescses Al Lancaster .............. ‘Ae Ormskirk _........... Be Stockton RD ........ A Worksop MB . 
egalitarian “4 oe a oo . Ossett & Horbury nt Stockton-on-Tees B.. A Worthing ........... 
Evesham MB.. i Leatherhead : iat Oswestry ........0.. ee Stoke-on-Trent CB .... A Wrexham (incl. Cefn) 
Exeter ........- bas Leeds CB ......... SAL Oundle UD .. a Stoke Orchard ...... Al Wroughton ........ 
Exmouth imkUD ........ Baer Oxford ae ie Stourbridge MB A a 
Leicester CB ... pee MOMOG”  esevsccsvscsseshcccorees Al Stourport UD ... A Wymonditam 
Fakenham Leighton Buzzard ... a ‘ OS eee Al 
Falmouth ... : iiston ........ ee SAG eo Stratford-on-Avon MB...... A WAS cossseoscepiescasessennpes 
Fareham ...... ite Leominster Al Pai a Stroud (RD Area)........ Al Yeovil Borough . ia 
Faversham RIERA: caiissoo cee nsscsons we oa sit is Sundertead CB .. +A York CB .......... ‘ 
were UE ess eskseccece ase Sunningdale Al Ystalyfera...........:ceceseereees 


*For Birkenh Li 
ph vreanag y 7 ge hay, + promo hanay sog Thee we Gone PAs ear pan io 11}d. Pa oc oat ae the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Craftsmen, 4s. 5$4.; 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools wh Se ee ee 
Sd gar dtp wane Guaplaped on ofar bulhding eter — a — operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the c 
Suk paceman te SE Sar ana. 4 ountry the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 6d. per hour. © Women engaged on work other thaa 
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LMBA 
preventing Building Accidents 


N an address to Central Area No. 2 to 
I which he was paying an official visit 
st week, the president of the LMBA, Mr. 
w. K. LainG, referred to the Accident Pre- 
vation Conference which the LMBA is 


organising on May 3, and which the 
yinister of Labour is to open. 
Recalling that the Chief Inspector of 


Factories in his last annual report had said 
that ‘there is no doubt that the building 
industry is not facing up to its responsi- 
hilities in the matter of accident preven- 
tion,’ Mr. Laing said that we must never get 
into the position of thinking that accidents 
were inevitable. They could be stopped, 
and they must be stopped. 

‘We may not all agree with the whole of 
the Building Regulations,’ Mr. Laing con- 
tinued, ‘but these regulations have been 
introduced to try to improve conditions on 
building contracts, and we all have a moral 
duty to our employees and to the public to 
see that we adhere to their requirements. I 
need only refer to the necessity for fixing 
guard rails and toe boards on our scaffolds 
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to prevent materials falling from the 
scaffolds and injuring passers-by in the 
street below. 

‘Have you ever stopped to think how 
much even the smallest accident costs you? 
Not just in the time lost by one particular 


| individual who may be involved but in all 


the ancillary items—the time lost by the 
foreman in arranging for an ambulance if 
it is a serious accident, materials wasted or 
damaged as a result and the reduction in 
production on the actual job. At our con- 
ference in May we are going to think parti- 
cularly about the cost of accidents and some 
of the figures on the subject, which I have 
already seen, will, I think, surprise you 
considerably.’ 

Mr. S. J. Proops, chairman of the Area, 
presided. 


Attracting the Apprentices 
THE LMBA is holding a conference at its 
headquarters in Bedford Square on the 
afternoon of March 28 with the Youth 


Employment Officers of London with a view ° 


to increasing their interest in the placing of 
boys leaving school as apprentices in the 
building industry. 

the sort have 


Previous conferences of 


' been highly successful, and as more boys 


will be leaving school during the next two 
or three years the LMBA Education Com- 
mittee thought that a meeting this year 


| would be appropriate. 


Cricket Fixtures for 1957 

AT THE annual meeting of the LMBA 
Cricket Club, Mr. W. Kirby Laing was 
elected president, Mr. B. J. Garrett captain, 
and Mr. R. W Triggs vice-captain for 1957. 


The fixture list for 


; next season is as 
follows : 
May 22, LMBA v. RIBA. 
June 6, LMBA v. RICS. 
June 28, LMBA v. Blue Circle Sports 
Club. 


July 10, LMBA v. LCC Architects. 


BRADFORD CORPORATION 
FINED 


‘Lax’ in Building Hoist 
Safeguards 


BRADFORD Corporation was criticised 

for laxity at Bradford City Magis- 
trates’ Courts on March 5, when they were 
fined £20 for not having effective protection 
on building hoists at their Buttershaw hous- 
ing estate. 

Mr. J. W. Turner, chairman of the 
Bench, said they thought the Corpora- 
tion had been very lax indeed. Its attention 
was drawn to the matter in August, 1955, 
and it was now 1957. A factory inspector 
said two hoists were not effectively pro- 
tected. Proceedings were taken with some 
reluctance after a number of letters had 
been sent to the Corporation about the 
matter. 

On behalf of. the Corporation it was stated 
there was no intention of flouting the law, 
this was the first offence of this kind with 
which the Corporation had been charged. 
For a similar offence concerning one hoist 
at the same building site, M. Harrison and 
Co. (Leeds) Ltd., were fined £15 after plead- 
ing guilty by letter. 


HARDWOOD FLOORING 
SPECIALISTS 

New Trade Association Formed 

A NEW trade association entitled the 
British Institute of Hardwood Flooring 
Specialists has been formed to represent 
those hardwood flooring specialist sub-con- 
tractors who also manufacture and kiln dry 
their own material in this country. 

The objects of the new institute are, 
broadly, to promote the use of British-made 
hardwood flooring and safeguard the user 
through each of its members being able to 
undertake complete and individual respon- 
sibility for drying, manufacturing and lay- 
ing of hardwood floors. 

The institute is to seek membership of the 
Federation of Associations of Specialists 
and Sub-Contractors. 

Mr. H. S. Kennington, chairman of Hollis 
Bros., Ltd., has been elected first president 
of the institute, the founder members of 
which are the Acme Flooring and Paving 
Co. (1904), Ltd., J. A. Hewetson and Co., 
Ltd., Hollis Bros., Ltd., Horsley, Smith and 
Co. (Hayes), Ltd., Stevens and Adams, Ltd., 
and Vigers Bros., Ltd. 


TOWN PLANNING DECISION 
Midland Electricity Board’s Appeal 


Dismissed 
(PHE Midlands Electricity Board, Whit- 
tington, who appealed against the 


refusal last Gctober of Stourport-on-Severn 
Urban Council to allow land at Lickhill 
Lodge Estate to be developed for housing 
purposes, have had their appeal dismissed 
by the Minister of Housing. 

A letter from the Ministry to the MEB 
solicitors states: ‘The Minister has carefully 
considered the facts of the case and the 
representations of the parties. The site 
adjoins an area of considerable visual 
amenity and in its present use for agricul- 
tural purposes forms an important link 
between the Severn Valley to its south and 
west and the Memorial Park across the 
highway to the north-east. 
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‘In the Minister’s view, the preservation 
of the existing amenities entails the main- 
tenance of the agricultural use of this land, 
the agricultural value of which was cor- 
roborated by the trial holes dug during the 
site inspection.’ 


OFFICIAL 
NOTIFICATIONS 
Imported Timber 


AS ANNOUNCED on February 14 last, the 
Monopolies Commission are required to 
investigate and report whether and to what 
extent the parties concerned have complied 
with a recommendation which they made in 
their report of July 23, 1953, on the supply 
of imported timber (HMSO, 1953, price 
4s. 6d.). Their recommendation was that 
the agreements and undertakings by traders 
on the ‘ Approved Lists’ to deal only with 
each other should be abrogated and should 
not be replaced by any other arrangements 
or undertakings having similar effects. 

The Commission would welcome state- 
ments from dealers in or users of imported 
timber (softwood, hardwood or plywood) 
about their experience of the Approved Lists 
since 1953. Since the Commission are con- 
cerned to know whether and to what extent 
there has been a change of practice, they 
are equally interested whether the evidence 
suggests that a change has or has not 
occurred. 

Copies of the terms of reference can be 
obtained on application to the Commission. 
All communications should be addressed to 
the Monopolies Commission at 8, Cornwall- 
terrace, Regent’s Park, London, NWI. 


Merchandise Marks Committee 


THE BOARD OF TRADE have appointed Mr. 
Herbert Victor Stammers, DFC, to be an 
additional member of the Standing Com- 
mittee set up under Section 4 of the 
Merchandise Marks Act, 1926, in relation to 
goods of all classes or descriptions other 
than agricultural and horticultural produce 
and the produce of any fishing industry. 

Communications regarding this notice 
should be addressed to the Secretary. 
Merchandise Marks Committee, Room 1393, 
Board of Trade. Horse Guards Avenue, 
SWI. 

The Import Duties (Drawback) 

(No. 4) Order, 1957 

THE TREASURY have made the Import 
Duties (Drawback) (No. 4) Order, 1957, 
which provides for the payment of draw- 
back of Customs duty on linseed oi] used 


in the manufacture of certain exported 
blocks, tiles and similar articles. 

The Order came into operation on 
March 20 and has been published as 


Statutory Instruments 1957, No. 392. 


MoW Nottingham Office to Close 


AS AN ECONOMY MEASURE, the Ministry of 
Works North Midland regional office at 
Nottingham will be closed at the end of 
March. The work carried on there will be 
transferred to the Ministry’s regional offices 
at Leeds and Birmingham. The regional 
joint committee in the North Midland region 
will continue to hold its meetings in Notting- 
ham, under the chairmanship of the MoW 
Regional Director at Birmingham, Mr. A. B. 
Moore. 


G 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
‘ Topping Out’ Ceremony 


HE ‘topping out’ (finishing of the roof) 

of the Grosvenor House Completion 
Scheme, London, on March 14, was marked 
by a ceremony in accordance with old 
custom in the building industry. Mr. T. 
Freakley, the director of Taylor Woodrow 
Construction Ltd., in charge of a contract, 
hoisted the Union Jack and Mr. A. H. 
Jones, managing director of Grosvenor 
House, attached to the roof a branch of 
evergreen as a symbol of ‘good fortune.’ 
To complete the custom Mr. Jones invited 
every worker to drink the traditional glass 
of beer. Mr. Jones congratulated the con- 
tractors on reaching the ‘roof’ stage ahead 
of schedule. ‘Visitors watching the pro- 
gress,’ he said, ‘have wished that in their 
countries they had builders who worked 
like the men on this site, with continued 
activity, longish hours and less smoking 
than takes place there.’ Mr. S. Gordon 
Jeeves, FRIBA, was the architect. 


Enfield Builders’ Centenary 


Messrs. Allen Fairhead and Sons, Ltd., 
of Enfield, celebrate their centenary this 
year. 


IBD Examinations 


Students are reminded that they must now 
make application to sit as candidates for 
the associateship examinations of the Incor- 
porated Institute of British Decorators and 
Interior Designers, which will be held from 
June 24 to 28. Application forms from the 
Secretary of the Institute at 100, Park-street, 
Grosvenor-square, London, W1. 


Charges for Dustbins 


To enable local authorities to meet the 
increased cost of supplying dustbins to 
householders, an order has been made by 
the Minister of Housing and Local Gevern- 
ment raising the maximum charge local 
authorities may make for this service from 
5s. to 7s. 6d. a year as from April 1. The 
present maximum charge dates from 1949. 


Direct Labour Costing 


Sheffield Regional Hospital Board decided 
on March 11 that hospital management 
committees should be told that where direct 
labour is used for capital or revenue build- 
ing, work estimated to cost more than £100 
should be costed separately, and that out- 
side tenders should be obtained for work 
costing more than £150. Committees are 
also asked to have time sheets used in pre- 
ference to job record cards. 


Steel Production Increase 


Output of steel in February was 432,100 
tons a week, a figure which exceeds the 
previous peak output rate of 426,400 tons a 
week reached in November, 1956. Pig iron 
output was 267,600 tons a week—also a 
higher rate than in any previous month. 
These increases are shown in a production 
statement issued by the Iron and Steel 
Board. 


Annual Week-end School 


The Institute of Municipal Building 
Management will again be holding its week- 
end school at Beatrice Webb House, Holm- 
bury, St. Mary, near Dorking, on April 5-7. 


The subject will be ‘Maintenance Work 
in all its Aspects.’ Mr. O. P. D. Williams, 
ARICS, LRIBA, chief maintenance sur- 
veyor, MOW, and W. J. Reiners, BSc, 
Building Research Station, DSIR, will read 
papers on this subject. 


Clean Air Conference 

A two-day conference entitled ‘The 
Application of the Clean Air Act to Private 
Dwellings and Industry’ is to be held at the 
Queen’s Hotel, Birmingham, from April 16- 
17. The conference will mark the con- 
clusion of the West Midlands clean air 
campaign. It is sponsored by The Com- 
‘bustion Engineering Association and The 
Solid Smokeless Fuels Federation. The Lord 
Mayor of Birmingham, Ald. E. W. Apps, 
JP, will perform the opening ceremony. 


Building Courses for Foremen 

The Brixton School of Building, Fern- 
dale-road, SW4, have arranged a_ short 
course in ‘Practical Surveying’ beginning 
on May 29, intended for general foremen, 
fee 12s. An advanced course, including the 
use of Theodolite, will also be available for 
those who have completed the elementary 
course and have in addition a knowledge of 
logarithms and trigonometry. This com- 
mences on May 30. Fee, 16s. 6d. Applica- 
tions requested by May 10. 


Houses for Teachers 


Hull Corporation Housing Committee 
agreed on March 11 to give favourable con- 
sideration to a proposal that houses should 
be built by them for the Education Com- 
mittee, to be let to teachers at economic 
rents. Hull had difficulty in getting teachers, 
said Councillor Kenneth Turner, because it 
could not house them. They would like the 
Housing Committee to build about 50 houses 
a year for four years on sites owned by the 
Education Committee. Economic rents 
would be charged for the houses. 
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NEW COMPANIES 
THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, register 
in England, have been announced by Jordy 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agent: 
Salisbury Court, Ltd. (577974.) Regd, Fe 
4. 10, New Court, Lincolns Inn, WC2, Bids, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: Irene L. Wog 
W. J. Bickerstaff & Sons, Ltd. (5719 
Regd. Feb. 4. Seven Stars Bridge, Wallgate 
Wigan. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £10,000, pj: 
W. Bickerstaff. 
Hammond Building and_ Development, [yj 
(578020.) Regd. Feb. 5. 5, Mansfield-st,, w) 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: H. T. Hammond, 
W. S. Willcocks, Ltd. (578039.) Regi 


Feb. 5. Tremont, Prospect-pl., Broadstaix 
Kent. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,500, Dir: 
W. S. Willcocks. 

J. H. Bigland (Smethwick), Ltd. (57801) 
Regd. Feb. 6. 207, Cape Hill, Smethwic; 
Staffs. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir: HJ 
Howell. 


R. Dowling & Co., Ltd. (578088.) Regi 
Feb. 6. 2, New Cottages, Cobham, Suny, 
Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: RF 
Dowling. 

Ashworth (Four Oaks), Ltd. (578163.) Regi 
Feb. 7. 276, Lichfield-rd., Four Oaks, Sutto 
Coldfield. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub 
A. Jordan. 

Bishop & Partridge, Ltd. (578118.) Regd 
Feb. 7. Westbury Court-rd., Westbury-on- 
Trym. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir:f L 
W. N. Partridge. 

Walltib, Ltd. (578151.) Regd. Feb. 7. 1565 
Strand, WC2. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub, 
Jean Herbert. 

W. D. Hayton (Kendal), Ltd. (57815) | 
Regd. Feb. 7. Sunnydale, Benson-grn., Kendal) Sing carr 
Westmorland. Bldr. and contr. Nom. cap} Co. Ltd. 
£4,000. Dir.: W. H. Hayton. suburb of | 

F. & S. Builders, Ltd. (578182.) Regdf at the rate 
Feb. 8. Herald-chmbrs., 28, Martineau-st.) These hi 
Birmingham, 2. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: Mrs ar 
E, N. Smart. 16 and eac 

Ginmar, Ltd. (578184.) Regd. Feb. 8. 113) 100m, kite 
Mayplace-rd. West, Bexleyheath, Kent. Bld. 4 total flo 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: H. W. Coleman. Services i! 

Hendersons Builders (Newcastle), Ltd drainage te 
(578186.) Regd. Feb. 8. Nom. cap.: £500 The met 
Dir.: R. Embleton, 272, Heaton-rd., Newcastle- ; 
on-Tyne. struction o 

Grove Construction Co., Ltd.  (578208)} by the W: 
Regd. Feb. 8. Grove Works, Allum-st., Man-} 10 years 
chester, 4. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £100. Dit.:} countries 
H. C. S. Offer. reer | building n 

Bastow Building Co., Ltd. (578228.) Regd. nee 
Feb. 11.  Evelyn-hse., 62, Oxford-st., Wl.) year 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: W. A. Basiow. l. 1tulo 

Harry Birkby & Co., Ltd. (578245.) Regd !0am into 
Feb. 11. Willow Spinney, Carneles-green,) concrete — 
Bldr. Nom. cap.: £7,500.) possesses 
The o 








HE: c 
* Situ: 
ment of Ir: 


Broxbourne, Herts. 

Dir.: H. Birkby. 
F. G. Shears, Ltd. (578293.) Regd. Feb. 11. 

Seaforth-hse., Bournemouth-rd., — Parkstone, 


Dorset. Bldrs. and contrs. Nom. cap.: £3,000.) *Sitfoam’ 


Dir.: F. G. Shears. 

P. Bracegirdle, Ltd. (578296.) Regd. Feb. 
11. Cadby Lodge, Springfield-lane, Irlam, 
Manchester. Bldrs., contrs. Nom. cap.: 
£3,000. Dir.: P. Bracegirdle. 





Harry J. Palmer (Broadstone), Ltd. (578302) 
Regd. Feb. 11. 4, Park-terr., Parkstone, Poole, 
Dorset. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Permt. } 
dir.: H. J. Palmer. 

B. L. Matthews, Ltd. (578366.) Regd. Feb. 
12. Bldrs. and contrs. Nom. cap.: £100. Dit.: 
B. L. Matthews, Redlands, Heybridge-lane, 
Prestbury, Ches. 

Francis Pittkin, Ltd. (578315.) 
12. 564, Goffs-lane, Cheshunt, Herts. 
Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: F. H. Pittkin. 

Brian Collings, Ltd. (578357.) Regd. Feb. 
12. 42, Smith-terr., SW3. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £1,500. Dir.: Elizabeth R. Marshall. 

Frank W. Sears & Son., Ltd. (578463) 
Regd. Feb. 13. 1, London-rd., Hemel Hemp 
stead, Herts. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 
Permt. dir.: F. W. Sears. 

Carney Bros. (Rugeley), Ltd.  (578376.) 
Regd. Feb. 13. Brewery-st., Rugeley, Staffs. 
Bldrs., contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Permt. 
dir.: N. Carney. 


Regd. Feb. | 
Bldrs. | 
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p 1. HE construction of 1,000 low-cost 
£100. Sub, ‘Situfoam’ houses for the Govern- 
1. (57815) ment of Iraq is one of the current contracts 


grn., Kendal being carried out by George Wimpey and 
Nom. cap.) Co. Ltd. They are being built at Topchi, a 
suburb of Baghdad, and are being completed 


182.) Regd at the rate of over 80 a month. 

as py These houses are built in blocks of 12 or 
""" 16and each one has two bedrooms, a living- 

‘eb, 8. 113.) 100m, kitchen, bathroom and toilet, making 

Cent. Bld, a total floor area of over 520 feet super. 

oleman. Services include electricity, plumbing and 

pad a drainage to septic tanks. 


The method employed in the speedy con- 
struction of these houses has been developed 
(578208)} by the Wimpey organisation over the past 
m-st., Man} 10 years to meet the housing demand in 
100. Dit.) countries where skilled labour and normal 
98.) Regi building materials are scarce or expensive. 
rdst., Wit Dut sand is plentiful. 
Siow. _‘Situfoam’ is obtained by introducing 
45.) Regd !0am into a cement and sand mortar. The 
neles-green,} concrete is therefore light in weight and 
sp.: £7,500.) possesses a high insulation value. 
The order of construction 
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A terrace of * Situfoam’ houses, Baghdad 


LOW-COST HOUSING IN IRAQ 


follows the traditional sequence. Founda- 
tions, are prepared in the normal way. The 
specially designed * Situfoam’ formwork is 
then erected. This formwork is made from 
an aluminium alloy which is_ sufficiently 
strong to withstand the hydrostatic pressures 
in pouring the full height of a 10 or 11 ft 
wall in one lift. 

The *Situfoam’ is pumped under pres- 
sure through a flexible hose. Finally, when 
the concrete is set, the formwork is dis- 
mantled, cleaned, oiled and re-erected on 
the next foundation slab. From this stage 
onward, the system of construction reverts 
to the generally accepted practices of 
traditional building. 





ACCOUNTING & COSTING 
SYSTEMS FOR SMALL & 
MEDIUM-SIZED BUILDERS 


Prepared by: 
The National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, 
London, W.1. 


PRICE 5/- (by post 5/6) 


Published by: 
The Builder Ltd., Builder House, 
Catherine St., Aldwych, W.C.2. 


TEMPLE BAR 6251 (6 lines) 
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SEAS BUILDING 





From Our Own Correspondents 


SINGAPORE.—tThe satellite town of 
Queenstown, to be undertaken by the Singa- 
pore Improvement Trust, is expected to cost 
about £7,000,000. The town will have five 
sections containing more than 9,000 flats and 
houses, homes for 60,000 people. There will 
be 350 shops, five markets, 12 schools, 
churches, offices, cinemas, community and 
health centres and playing fields. The town 
will cover 500 acres. The general layout 
and development of Queenstown is the re- 
sponsibility of Mr. Lincoln Page, ARIBA, 
AMTPI, senior architect of the Singapore 
Improvement Trust, PO Box 702. Forfar 
House, a 15-storey block of flats, which is 
a dominating feature of the new town, was 
designed by Mr. Stanley Woolmer, chief 
architect of the S.LT.... Swan and Mac- 
laren are architects and Soh Beng Tee and 
Co., of Singapore, contractors for a new 
air-conditioned. head office building for the 
Straits Times Press, Ltd., on the corners of 
Kim Seng and River Valley roads. 

Four blocks of flats, with shops underneath, 
each rising ten storeys high, are being built 
in Orchard-road by the Union Construction 
Co. (Shanghai), for Ngee Ann Kongsi. 
The architect is Ng Keng Siang, FRIBA.... 
The KPM company is building an eight- 
storey block of 40 flats off Orchard-road. 
Contractor: Lim Kah Ngam Construction 
Works: Architect: S. H. Van Sitteren. .. . 
A £120,000 two-storey consulate being built 
for the Siamese Government in Orchard- 
road. was designed in Bangkok by Prasom- 
svasti and Partners, architects and engineers, 
and is incorporating some touches of tradi- 
tional Siamese architecture. Ferrie and 
Lobbon, of Singapore, are consulting archi- 
tects. The contractor is Lim Chin Yok Co.. 
Ltd. 

COMMONWEALTH 
BUILDING NEWS 


HE following items of building news are 
taken from Barclays Bank DCO 
‘Overseas Review” for March: 

Polythene water piping will be manufac- 
tured in Jamaica for the island’s agriculture 
and industry and for export to other West 
Indian islands. The pipes are to be manu- 
factured by the Metal Box Co., (BWI) Ltd., 
which is about to enlarge the diothene fac- 
tory. 

A report from Canada states: ‘The 
significant things about 1957 intentions are 
the way that new construction is concen- 
trated in the engineering field, and the heavy 
increase in demand for new machinery and 
equipment. The one big decline foreseen 
is in new housing. It is expected to be 18 
per cent. lower in value than in 1956, and 
22 per cent. lower in volume. Other con- 
struction is planned at a rate of 16 per cent. 
above last year; and demand for new 
machinery and equipment is 13 per cent. 
higher. 

* Utilities account for $2,185m., or just 
over one quarter of the total planned invest- 


ment. Electric power accounts for the 
largest share of this, with big new projects 
like the St. Lawrence development, the 


Quebec expansion required for British Alu- 
minium and other purposes, the Manitoba 
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supply pledged to International Nickel’s new 
mining operations in the northern part of 
the province, and other developments in 
British Columbia and New _ Brunswick. 
Heavy outlays are also contemplated for oil 
and gas pipelines and expansion of the tele- 
phone system. Labour supply will remain 
the key factor in the Canadian situation; 
and the immediate problem is the risk of 
demand becoming seriously unbalanced,’ the 
Review states. 

A new £750,000 sugar refinery is to be 


built in Ndola (N, Rhodesia) by the 
Rhodesian Sugar Refinery Ltd. Building 
plans passed by the Ndola Municipal 


Council during January totalled £138,425. 

After falling below the corresponding 
level for 1955 in almost every month during 
1956, the value of building plans passed in 
the principal urban areas of the Union of 
South Africa during December exceeded by 
a comfortable margin the comparable total 
for the previous year. The overall figures 
for the year compare as follows with those 
for 1954 and 1955: Residential buildings: 
1954, £44,700,000; 1955, £44,500,000; 1956, 
£27,300,000. Non-residential buildings: 
1954, £22,700,000; 1955, £26,400,000; 1956, 
£26,900,000. Additions and alterations: 
1954, £3,200,000; 1955, £3,800,000; 1956, 
£9,600,000. Totals: 1954, £70,600,000; 1955, 
£74,700,000; 1956, £63,800,000. 


LOW-COST HOUSES FOR 
NIGERIA 

N an economic report on Nigeria for 

September, 1956/January, 1957, issued 

by the Export Services Branch, BoT, it is 

reported that the Eastern Nigerian Govern- 

ment has voted £90,000 for the rebuilding 

and modernisation of the Enugu General 

Hospital. The work is expected to begin 
shortly. 

A low-cost housing scheme providing for 
the building of 300 houses is being started 
in Kaduna under a partnership arrangement 
between the Northern Regional Govern- 
ment, the Colonial Development Corpora- 
tion and a United Kingdom firm of contrac- 
tors. A report on the market in Nigeria for 
prefabricated -buildings has recently been 
prepared and issued through the Special 
Register Information service of the Board 
of Trade. (It is reported on page 561.) 

The Federal Government has now com- 
pleted plans for the construction of a new 
road system between Lagos and Apapa at 
an estimated cost of £1,750,000. The work 
is expected to be completed in 1958. A UK 
firm are to begin work shortly on the repairs 
to the Carter Bridge which is the only link 
between Lagos Island and the mainland. 

The Northern Region Government has re- 
ceived the largest grant yet made from 
Colonial Development and Welfare funds— 
£3,450,000, towards the £6,900,000 scheme 
for the development of roads in the region. 
This is in addition to the work to be carried 
out on class ‘A’ roads in the region. 

The £3m road and bridge building pro- 
gramme for the Eastern Region is well 
under way with contracts for over £1m 
already signed. Work to about half this 
value will be completed by the end of the 
financial year. 

On class ‘B’ roads in the Southern 
Cameroons, £772,000 has been earmarked 
for work to begin this year under a five-year 
programme. The present state of the roads 
in the territory is a serious handicap to its 
development. 
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Grant for Factory Extension 

HE Government has approved a grant 

to allow extensions to the Euclid (Great 
Britain), Ltd., plant at Newhouse, Lanark- 
shire. This was announced after Sir David 
Eccles, President of the BoT, had visited 
several of the Scottish Industrial Estates, 
Ltd., factories in the West of Scotland on 
January 15, The factory has been built in 
three stages and this fourth stage will com- 
plete the plant, which now employs 1,000 
workers. The factory is making the same 
type of heavy earth-moving plant which the 
American parent company is producing and 
is actually outstripping that parent unit in 
some export markets, including the Canadian 
market, 





Visit to Russia 
Mr. JOHN LAWRENCE, of John Lawrence 
(Glasgow), Ltd., designer of the gypsum 
house which is being erected in this country 
and abroad, has returned from a two-week 


business visit to Russia and Poland. He 
spent a week in each country, visiting 
Officials in Warsaw and in Moscow. Dis- 


cussions took place with regard to the adop- 
tion of the Lawrence system of construction 
and there are strong hopes that orders for 
several thousand houses will result in each 
case. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


JKOLLOWING are rates of wage 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 4, 1957, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen 4s. 44d.; Labourers 3s, 104, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 

Year. Craftsman’s rate. hours, 
s. d, 
Ist as es 26 ae 48 1} 
2nd 334 64 2 
3rd 50 96 3 
4th 66+ 128 4 
Sth 75 144 44 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d, 


probationary period) ae 310 
Operatives on labouring operations (a 
end of probationary period) .. ~~ 











NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans in hands of own architects 
for factory at Tullos for Kistrel Products, Ltd 

Arbroath.—Plans in hand for proposed new 
buildings, estimated cost £80,000, at Arbroath 
Infirmary. 

Dumfries.—Plans approved for 89 houses at 
Glasgow-rd, A: G. Bartholomew (A), County- 
chmbrs. 

Fifeshire.—Plans in hands of own architects 
for parish church hall for Innerleven Church, 
Kirkcaldy, for Church of Scotland. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for office buildings 


and stockrooms at 107-111, Albert-dr., for 
K. B. Beary & Co., Ltd. 
Glasgow.—Plans prepared for Protestant 


prim. sch, at Arden Development Scheme, Site 


No. 3. A: Gratton & Maclean (A), 21, 
Woodside-ter., C3. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for building at 
Ardenleigh-rd. A: Baron Bercott (A), 118, 


Blythswoods-st., C2. 
Glasgow.—Plans in, hand for 24 three-apt., 
and 6 one-apt., houses ii 3-storey blocks at 
Area N, Garthmannock; 32 three-apt. and 8 
four-apt. houses at Area A, Royston Develop- 
ment; 732 three-apt., 184 four-apt., 20 five- 
apt. and 42 one-apt. 3- and 4-storey flats at 
Easterhouse, Unit No. 5. A: G. Jury (F), 20, 
Trongate, Cl. 
Glasgow.—Plans in hands of own architects 
for two schemes at Crookston-rd., for Rolls- 
Royce, Ltd., Hillington. 
lasgow.—Plans in hand for factory and 
commercial garage at 7-47, Peel-st., Partick, for 
V. Acari, 8, Hynland-ave., Kelvinsice, C3. 
Glasgow.—Corporation have appointed the 
undernoted architects for specified schools: 
Protestant prim. (Anwold-st.), T. J. Beveridge 
& Dallachy (F/A), 257, West George-st., C2; 
Barlanark, Site 1, Boswell, Mitchell & John- 
stone (F/F), 256, West George-st., C2; Castle- 
milk Site 18, Honeyman, Jack & Robertson 
(F/F), 195, Bath-st., C2; Danes-dr, prim., John 
Keppie & Henderson & J. L. Gleave (PP/A), 
21, Woodside-pl., C3; Barlanark prim., Gilles- 
pic, Kidd & Coia (F/A), 20, Park-cir., C3; and 
for school pavilions at East Keppoch; Firpark- 
st., Findlay-dr. (Golfhill) and Compton-ave.. 
Baron Bercott (A), 118, Blythswood-st.; and 
as consulting engineers and surveyors 1n con- 
nection with heating systems, etc., at Glasgow's 
School for the Deaf, Donald, Smith, Seymour 
& Rooley, 204, West Regent-st. All of Glasgow 
Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for Protestant 


prim. sch, at Chapelhall, estimated cost £72,000, 
for Scottish Education Dept. A: W. R. Watt. 
FRIAS, 34, Albert-st., Motherwell. 
Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for commer- 
cial garage at Auchinraith-rd.. Blantyre, for 


Co-operative Society, Ltd, A: K. Masson (A), 
76, Morrison-st., Glasgow CS. 

Roxburghshire.—Plans in hand for 24 houses 
at Melrose Development Site, Galashiels. A: J 
Austen Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Edin- 
burgh. 

Rutherglen.—Plans in hand for comprehen- 
sive scheme of houses at Cathkin Development 
Site. A: §S. MacColl (F). County-bldgs.. 
Reckford-st., Hamilton. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
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ils of Public 
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und in the Advertisement 
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previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


for some contracts still open but not included in 
iis list see Previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
, dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
yume and address at the end refer to the person from 
yhom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 

MARCH 25, : 
Plymouth City C.—Secondary technical 
chool, Widney-la. City A. Dep. £3 3s. 


MARC H 27. 

+Cambridgeshire CC.—Village colleges at (a) 
Comberton and (b) helbours. County A, 
Cambridge. Dep. £2 2s. 

‘East Retford BC.—Pair of semi-detached 
nouses and block of four maisonettes at 
Wellington-st., Reftord (A: Vallance, Westwick 
Associates, White Hart-chmbrs., Mi insfield). 
1C, Dep. £2 2s. 

‘Leeds Regional Hospital Bd.—Alterations, 
§. John’s hospital, Goole. A. to Bd., Park- 
sa \ eee Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


Mi ideld UDC.—22 bungalows with 
and sewers at Crowther-rd. housing 
F&S. Dev. £2 2s. 

*tNewcastle Regional Hospital Bd.—Altera- 
ions, St. Luke’s hospital, Middlesbrough. Sec., 
Benfield-rd. 


roads 
estate. 


MARCH 28 

*+Sherborne UDC.—9 flats. 

& Roydon Cooper, architects, 

In. West Hendford, Yeovil. 
I. 


Petter, Warren 
The Old Oxford 
Dep. £5. Tenders 


by April 1 
MARCH 29, 
**Birmingham City C.—115 dwellings Lynd- 
hurst estate, Sutton-rd., Erdington. City A. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 29. 
“Cheltenham BC.—20 maisonettes, Lyn- 
worth estate. BE. Dep. £3 3s 


MARCH 30. 

*tBournemouth CB.—Clay tile roofing to 13 
mirs of houses and pair of bungalows. Boro’ 
A. Dep. £2 2s. 

“Prescot UDC.—62 houses, Bretherton-rd. 
aea and 24 maisonettes Ackers-st. Gornall, 
Kelly & Ptnrs., architects, 155, The Albany, 
Old Hall-st., Liverpool, 3. Tenders by April 30. 

APRIL 1. 

‘Wolverhampton CB.—6 bungalows. Wharf- 

. and 7 houses and 5 bungalows, Dixon-st. 


PRIL 2. 
*tExeter City C se iPolice headquarters and 


magistrates’ court. H. B, Rowe. City A. Dep. 
£5 5s, 

APRIL 3. 
“Devon CC.—Schooi at Bideford and at 


Brixham. County A, Exeter. 
‘Morecambe and Heysham BC.—38 housing 
units, Branksome-dr. estate. BE&S. Dep. £1. 
APRIL 9. 
Hatfield RDC.—New central works depot at 
Wellfield-rd, Cel’s A: J. H. — (A), 82, 
Gt. North-rd., Hatfield. Dep. £5 5 
"Kettering BC.—56 flats. Weekley Glebe-rd. 
BE&S, 3, Gold-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
‘Kettering BC.—8 flats. Linden-ave. 
1 Gold-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 13. 
*Congleten BC.—Cleaning and . aoe ation of 
‘ternal stonework of town hall. 


BE&S, 


‘East Grinstead UDC. btn) painting 
7 dwellings, 20 garages and the Council 
Offices. §. Dep. b 3s. 

PRIL 


‘Wallasey CB.— Ora school, Claremount- 
d, Boro’ A. Dep. £1 Is. 


APRIL 16. 
‘Bournemouth CB.—28 pairs of houses and 


} ba of bungalows in 4 contracts. Boro’ A. 
D. £2 2s. each. 


APRIL 25. 
‘Richmond (Surrey) BC.—Improvements to 
6 houses in Manor-gr. BE&S. Hotham-hse.. 
Heron-ct. Dep, £3 3s. 





APRIL 26, 

*Middlesbrough EC.—Springfield county 
secondary school, eer oe. Director of 
Education. Dep. £5 

inl 4, 

*Southwick UDC.—17 houses and 18 flats, 
Hill Farm-way. Warr & King, architects, 137. 
Albion-st. Dep. £3 3s 

NO DATE. 
*Malden and Coombe BC,.—16 flats, New- 


housing site. BE&S 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 
MARCH 30. 
*+Essex CC.—Internal decoration Wanstead 
County High School and Chingford Heathcote 


house-cl. 


County secondary school. County A, Che!ms- 
ford 
APRIL 5, 
*Croydon CB.—External painting of houses. 
Housing Manager, 71, Park-la. Dep. £1 Is. 
APRIL 8. 
Birkenhead CBC.—Road materials. Boro’ 
E&S 
APRIL 11, 
*Sunderland CB.—Heating and _ electrical 


Southmoor secondary techni- 
A, Grange-hse., Stockton-rd. 


installation, etc., 

cal school. Boro’ 

Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 1, 

*Deptford BC.—(a) Decorations to Council 
establishments; (b) Maintenance, repairs and 
decorations to requisitioned properties. BE&S 
(b) Dep. £2. 

MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 


ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


MARCH 25. 

+Dudley CBC.—10,000 sq. yd. of double r.c. 
carriageways, 2, 500 lin. yd. of kerbs, footpaths, 
SW sewers, etc. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 

+Kingston-upon-Hull CC. (1) 690 lin. yd. of 
9-ft. internal dia. sewer in tunnel, and 775 lin. 
yd, of 9-fit. internal dia. sewer in open cut from 
junction of Spring Bank West and Walton-st. 
to Setting Dyke, near Windsor-rd. and other 
work in connection with West Hull and Haltem- 
price joint main drainage scheme, (2) 1,231 lin. 
yd. of 8 ft. 6 in, internal dia. and 350 lin. yd. 
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of 5 ft. internal dia. sewer in open cut from 
Setting Dyke, near Windsor-rd., via Fairfax-ave, 
and Cottingham-rd. to City boundary, and 
other work on West Hull and Haltemprice joint 
main drainage scheme, and (3) 1,478 of 7 ft.. 
6 ft. 6in. and 4 ft. 6 in. internal dia. sewer from 
junction of Hall-rd, and Cottingham-rd. to 
beyond nothern extremity of Hall-rd., and other 
works on West Hull main drainage scheme. 
5-ft. dia. sewer will be of concrete pipes and 
remainder of brick and concrete construction. 


Depth to invert varies from 15 to 26 ft. City 
E. Dep. £5 each contract. Tenders by May 13. 
APRIL 1. 

Wokingham RDC.—1,500 yd. of 6-in. and 
7-in. dia. sewers and manholes. Ch.E. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

APRIL 3 

Stourbridge.—1,400 lin. yd. of pitched 
curriageways, foul and SW sewers, ectc., on 
Rufford estate. Part III. Boro’ E&S. Dep. 
£3 3s 

APRIL 4, 


Bedwelity UDC.—Advance preparation of 
site of proposed housing scheme at Sunnybank, 
Blackwood, including foundations to roadway 
and 2,900 lin. yd. of 6-in. and 9-in. sewers, etc. 
E&S, Aberbargoed, Bargoed, Glam, Dep. £2 2s. 

Luton BC.—7S0 lin. yd. 18-in. and 21-in. 
internal dia, SW sewers, 3,300 sq. yd carriage- 
way foundations, kerbing, etc., at Wingate-rd. 
Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 


APRIL 5. 

Halesworth UDC.—One mile of 6-in. dia. 
asbestos-cement water mains, with valves and 
fittings, installation of water metres and repairs 
to water towers, Pick, Everard, Keay & Gimson, 
constg. engrs., 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. 
£5 38. 

Henley-on-Thames BC.—Reconstruction work 
at existing underground ejector stations in con- 
nection with installation of new electrically 
driven pumping plant, construction of com- 
pressor house, etc. Howard Humphreys & Sons, 
Ccl’s constg. engrs., Victoria Station-hse., 
Victoria-st., SWI. Dep. £3 3s. 

Preston BC.—1,750 lin. yd. of concrete pipe 
and glazed pipe sewers, 9 in. to 18 in. dia., 26 
manholes, etc. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s 


RIL 6. 


AP 
Aspull UDC.—2,870 lin. yd. of 9-in. dia. 


Class C spun-iron concrete-lined water main, 
valves, etc., with approved 3" joints 
in CB of Bolton. E&S. Den. £5 5s. 
APRIL 8. 
Godmanchester BC.—3}4 miles of 3-in. and 
2-in, dia. asbestos-cement water mains, with 


valves and fittings, and construction of founda- 
tions and execution of site works for steel water 
tower. Pick, Everard, Keay & Gimson, constg. 
engrs., 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £3 3s. 

Irwell Valley Water Board.—Service rescr- 
voir, 24 million gals. capacity, at Nangreaves, 
Bury R. Wyllie, MICE, E&Mer. Dep. £5. 

APRIL 9. 

Kidsgrove UDC.—6,200 sq. yd. of carriage- 

way, 3,000 yd. of foul and SW sewers 6 in. to 





24 in. in dia., flag paving and other works at 
Galleys Bank estate E&S Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 10. 
Stoke-on-Trent CC. i over Crewe- 
Derby railway at Sutherland-rd., ee with 
ancillary roadworks. City E&S. Dep. £5 


APRIL 11, 

Bridlington BC.—(1) Two r.c. covered reser- 
voirs of 30,000 and 20,000 gals. capacity re- 
spectively, and (2) one r.c. reservoir of 500,000 
gals. capacity. Waterworks E, 11 Marton-rd., 
Bridlington. Dep. £5 each contract. 

APRIL 12, 

Bedfordshire CC.—(1) Widening and recon- 
struction of 900 lin. yd. of Ipswich-Cambridge- 
Bedford-Weedon trunk road. A428, from Long 
Tag Wood to Stagsden Side Gate. (2) Con- 
struction of second carriageway, 24 ft. wide, 
on east side of: existing London-Edinburgh 
trunk road, Al, from point 24 miles south of 


Biggleswade southwards for 1} miles. County 
S. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 
APRIL 13. 

Chertsey UDC.—4,535 yd. 10-in. dia. Class C 


spun-iron pipe in rising main and carriageways, 
etc. E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 
APRIL 15. 
Ampthill RDC and Newport Pagnell RDC. 
Birchmoor Water Supply and Drainage Joint 
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Committee.—Lime treatment plant building 
with concrete foundations and brick super- 
structure, r.c. settlement tank, concrete road- 
way, 70 yd. of 9-in, dia. pumping main and 
other works. Lemon & Blizard, constg. engrs., 
59, Tufton-st., SWI. Dep. £3 3s. 


APRIL 22. 

Winchester RDC.—19 miles of 6-in. to 15-in, 
dia. sewers in stoneware, concrete, spun-iron 
and steel pipes, sewage treatment works, pump- 
ing stations, 4 mile of concrete access road, etc., 
at Botley and Hedge End. Lemon & Blizard, 
Ccl’s constg. engrs., Lansdowne-hse., Castle-la., 
Southampton. Dep. £5 5s. 


APRIL 24, 

Peterborough UDC.—6,360 lin. yd. of 4-in. 
to 9-in. dia. salt-glazed sewers, 58 precast con- 
crete and brick manholes, 150 inspection cham- 
bers, 2,300 lin. yd. of 5-in, and 6-in. rising 
main, new pumping station and alterations to 
existing station, etc., in parishes of Castor and 
Ailsworth, Stirling Maynard & Ptnrs.. constg. 





engrs., 8, Station-chbrs., Peterborough. Dep. 
he 2S; 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


_Battersea.—ScHooLt.—The LCC Schools Plan- 
ning Sub-Com. proposes the erection of new 
buildings for Elmfield county secondary school 
for girls, Clapham Common West Side, SW4, 
on a site intended eventually for a county col- 
lege. The buildings have been planned with a 
view to their ultimate extension and adaptation 
for this purpose. The teaching block will be 
of four storeys in load-bearing brickwork con- 
Struction, the assembly hall will be in steel 
frame construction. The gross estimated cost is 
£265,720. 

Bethnal Green.—FLAts anD SHops.—Outline 
planning approval has been received by MBC 
for 75 flats in one 12-storey and two four-storey 
blocks with nine shops at Approach-rd., E2, 
No. 1 site. The architects are Kenneth Wake- 
ford, Jerram & Harris (F/F), 7 Connaught-pl.. 
Hyde Park, W2, and the quantity surveyor is 
Gordon Harris, ARICS, of the same address. 


Bethnal Green.—ScHooL IMPROVEMENTS.— 
The LCC Schools Planning Sub-Com. recom- 
mends improvements to the Wilmot county 
secondary school estimated to cost £15,842. 


Bethnal Green.—Home For AGED.—The LCC 
Welfare Com. has approved a scheme for the 
erection of a home for 53 infirm old people in 
the Hereford-st. housing area, E2. The estimated 
cost of the building work is £73,600, but tenders 
will not be invited for the time being. 


Camberwell.—SiteE Extension. — The LCC 
Housing Com. proposes the acquisition of a 
site of 14 acres adjoining the Elmington estate 
(Camberwell-rd. site). The estimated cost of 
acquiring, clearing and partially re-developing 
the site for housing purposes is £66,000 and 
about 79 dwellings can be erected on this and 
an adjoining site of about }-acre, already in 
the Council’s possession. 

Hackney. — FLATS AND MAISONETTES. — The 
LCC Housing Com. has approved amended 
plans for the development of Frampton Park-rd. 
(East) site, E9. Blocks 4, 6 and 7 will now con- 
tain 60 dwellings in all instead of 50 dwellings 
and 6 shops. The revised estimated cost of the 
work is now £165,300, an increase of £52,335. 
The architects are Messrs. Henry Tanner (F), 
14-18, Heddon-st., WI. 

Islington.—DweELLincs.—The Housing Com. 
recommends the purchase of the following sites 
for redevelopment by permanent dwellings (esti- 
mated number indicated in brackets): Tempor- 
ary bungalow sites at Thorpedale-rd. and Cor- 
byn-st., with adjoining sites of 42 and 116 
Thorpedale-rd. and 54 Corbyn-st. (36); 9-12 
(consecutive) Colebrooke-row and 54-55, Elia- 
st. (26); temporary bungalow sites at Hanley- 
td. and Corbyn-st. and adjoining houses at 124- 
128 (even) Corbyn-st. (20).—It is hoped to pro- 
ceed with the redevelopment of the sites of 31- 
33 (consecutive) Colebrooke-row and 50/51 
Gerrard-rd. at an early date and the Com. re- 
commends the appointment of Messrs. E. C. P. 
Monson (A/A) as architects and of Messrs. 
O. E. Parratt, FRICS, as quantity surveyors for 
this scheme. 

Lambeth.—ScHooL.—A new R.C. secondary 
school for boys and girls is proposed at Knatch- 
bull-rd., SES. The first stage will provide 450 
places and 150 more places will be provided 





later. The building will be in three blocks, the 
classroom block being of three storeys. The total 
estimated cost of the first stage building work 
is £167,505. The architects are Hudson and 
Hammond, 5, Victoria-st., SW1. 

Poplar.—FLATs AND MAISONETTES.—The LCC 
Housing Com. has approved two schemes of 
redevelopment in the Poplar area. 25 flats, with 
lift, are to be erected on the Phoenix Wharf site, 
adjoining Millwall estate, at an estimated cost 
of £76,900. Three small sites south of East 
India Dock-rd. and near to Will Crooks estate 
will accommodate a three-storey block of seven 
flats and two four-storey blocks containing 24 
maisonettes. A shop, playground and 20 tenants’ 
stores are also included in the scheme, which is 
estimated to cost £96,600. 

Stepney.—COMPREHENSIVE REDEVELOPMENT. 
—The LCC Housing Com. has approved two 
schemes for the redevelopment of sites in Step- 
ney. An area of over eight acres on both sides 
of Redman’s-rd., bounded on the north by 
Stepney Green and Cressy-pl., El, on the 
south by a proposed open space to the east 
of Gold-st. is to be developed by three 17-storey 
blocks of two- and three-room flats and maison- 
ettes, five four-storey blocks of maisonettes and 
a terrace of two-storey houses. There will, in 
all, be 99 flats, 288 maisonettes, six houses, 
138 tenants’ stores, four playgrounds, and an 
estate workshop. Three shops, 38 garages and 
a clubroom are to be built when present restric- 
tions on capital expenditure are removed. The 
tall blocks will be built in reinforced concrete 
cross wall construction with concrete floors 
specially insulated against sound. The cost of 
the development is estimated at £1,218,300. 

An area of over nine acres between Walter- 
terrace and Commercial-rd., E2, part of which 
is on the St. Dunstan’s estate is also to be de- 
veloped by 314 maisonettes and flats (19 for old 
persons) 30 houses, four shops, 112 tenants’ 
stores, two play spaces and a tenants’ clubroom. 
Site works for 32 garages will also be included 
in the scheme, which is estimated to cost 
£1,039,200 and provides for one 17-storey block 
of flats and maisonettes, with three- and four- 
storey blocks and three terraces of houses. 

Westminster. — OrFices.— Plans are under 
discussion with the LCC for a proposed exten- 
sion to the Airways Terminal at Buckingham 
Palace-rd., SW1, to provide offices for staff of 
British Overseas Airways Corpn. at present occu- 
pying scattered accommodation. The Corpora- 
tion’s Chief Engineer is Charles Abell, OBE, 
FRAeS, MSLAE. 
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(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashton-under-Lyne.—BC approved plans:— 
Additional classrooms at Smallshaw coun), 
sch. for Lancs CC and 58 bungalows betwee; 
Oldham-rd., Taunton-rd., Knowle-ave, and 
Langham-st. for S. Kelly & Bros., Ltd. 

Bingley.—UDC proposes 18 single person; 
flats and 18 ferraced houses at March Cote. 
la., Cottingley, and 18/20 two-storey flats 9; 
Central Area site. ; 

Birmingham.—EC appointed Fitzroy Robjp. 
son & Hubert H. Bull (F), 3, Gray’s Inn-sq 
WCl, as A for erection of southern wing to 
first instalment of New Colleges, Gosta Green 

Birmingham.—TC | considering erection of 
block of 8 shops with offices and maisonette; 
over at Bristol-rd. South, Northfield. : 

Chadderton.—UDC proposes new branch 
library nr. St. Matthew’s church, 

Cheadle Hulme.—Wilsons Brewery, Ltd 
propose erection of new hotel to be known x 
‘The Conway,’ at Turves-rd. 

Chester.—Cheshire CC proposes erection of 
new office building on site of 96, Lower Bridge. 
st.. £15,500 est. 

Darlington.—EC to carry out stages two and 
three of new College of Further Education in 
one contract, and sketch plans approved. Work 
will begin as soon as possible. Boro’ A: E, A 
Tornbohm (A), AMTPI, Central-bldgs. 

Darlington.—Teesside Farmers, Ltd., Dar. 
lington, plan £10,000 factory at Aycliffe trading 
estate for pre-packing of potatoes. 





Doncaster.—BC proposes redevelopment of 
Central Area from St. Jamies-terr. to junction 
of St. James-st. and St. 
erection of three- and 11-storey flats and four- 
and six-storey maisonettes. 

Durham.—City C approved _ plans for 
chemistry and geology building for Durham 
University. Project still in early stages. A: 
C. Elgey (A), 7a, North Bailey, Durham— 
City Council to build 50 houses during 1957-8 
—Newcastle Breweries, Ltd., Haymarket, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, to erect licensed premises 
at Gort-pl., Sunderland-rd, 

Durham.—Cleveland 
Institute for the Blind to erect social centre at 
Cleveland Institute, £16,000 est. 

Durham.—Alternative site being considered 
by CC for fire station at Newton Aycliffe, and 
sites for fire stations are being considered at 
Norton and in Dunston and Whickham areas 

Farnworth.—BC to prepare plans for erec- 
tion of new branch library at New Bury. 

Felling, Co. Durham.—Plans approved for 
factory, 41.600 sq. ft., for Drums, Ltd. at 
Stoneygate-la. A: Young & Purvis (F), 12. 
St. Ann’s-sq., Manchester, 2.—Plans approved 
for warehouse and offices for John Dickinson 
& Co., Ltd., paper makers, Hemel Hempstead. 
Herts. 

Felling-on-Tyne.—UDC plans to develop 
Wellington-st. area by three- and four-storey, 
blocks of flats including one-bedroom flats 
Housing A. } 

Halifax.—BC to prepare plans for erection 
of 100 aged persons’ dwellings on various sites 

Hetton-le-Hole.—UDC received approval for 
building of 22 houses in slum clearance area 


Malton, Yorks.—UDC plans 16 flats on 
Pump Alleys and Greengate site after demoli- 
tion of existing buildings. E&S: J, L. Tong 

Mansfield.—National Union of Mineworkers 
proposes erection of new area offices at Berry 
Hill-la. Plans by W. V. Betts & Son (AJA), 
41, Bridgford-rd., West Bridgford, Nottingham 

Middlesbrough.—L. Auton (A), _ Regent 
bldgs., York-rd.. West Hartlepool, is A for 
proposed ship chandlers’ warehouse in Lower 
Gosford-st. and Brook-st., for R. A. Giertson. 


a 


Newburn-on-Tyne.—UDC proposes to build 
30 to 40 bungalows for old people at Leming 


ton. S: J. H.C. Wheatley. 7 
Newburn, Northumberland,—Dowsctt Eng'- 

neering Construction, Ltd., Scotswood-1d. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, to erect workshops fo 


making prestressed concrete components, an 
stores, on site west of Newburn Station. ; 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—M. Gatoff (A). Trafal- 
gar-st., is A for offices, store and workshop at 
Westgate-rd. for Constables (Newcastle), Lid 
S. J. Stephenson, Gillis & Pitnrs., Sav lie- 
chmbrs., have prepared plans for warehouse 
and offices at Blandford-st. for E. Massey, Lt¢., 
Pudding Chare, Newcastle.—Plans for , 


additions to library buildings at 
College have been approved. A: Easton & 


Robertson (F/F), 53, Bedford-sq., WCI. 
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ts—CC proposes 3 additional class- 
Natat Henry Gotch sec. mod. sch., £10,000 


est, Sn : 
Benjamin Lees, Ltd., propose 
ues. modernising and respacing of their 
weaving shed. A: Taylor, Roberts & Bowman 
Oldham. ; vee 
IM) kirk. UDC received Ministry approval 
for erection Of 50 houses at Higgins-la. estate, 
h. : 
yn ae proposes erection of 22 
houses at Gobowen and six at Weston 7. 
ichmond, Yorks.—RDC to prepare lay-out 
= for houses at Brompton and North Cow- 
ee Council has also decided to build 40 
lows. S: J. T. Powell. ; 
maton, Co. Durham.—CC to erect maternity 
and child welfare clinic, £15,000 est. County 
4: G, R. Clayton (F), South-st., ——. 
" §kelton, Yorks.—UDC has been asked to 
wid 150 houses during next three years for 
employees of Imperial Chemical Industries, 
Lid, Wilton. Firm has Bayon g to pay £20 a 
e 2 /ears ards Sl. 
Me aie —26 acres ‘a — owned by 
Church Commissioners to be developed for 
building of 200 large and — —o and 
lows. Some will be built by J. W. 
aiaiey South Shields and Sunderland. Smiths, 
Ridley, ; 
Gore & Co., Darlington, are surveyors and 
agents for Church eet ging ” , 

South Shields—TC approved a eme for 
memorial hall at Taygate, £10,000 est. Boro 
E: J. Reid. ; 

Spennymoor.—UDC plans to build 136 

uses at Tudhoe Moor and more on other 
ho : ) 
sites. A: Geo. H. Gray & Ptnrs. (F/A), Cam- 
den-st., North Shields——Vaux & Associated 
Breweries, Ltd., Sunderland, seek permission to 
build new licensed premises at White House. 

Stretford.—TC approved plan for redevelop- 
ment of area bounded by Stretford-rd., Lucy- 
st, Eastnor-st. and Johnson-st. by ten_three- 
storey blocks containing a total of 123 flats. 
First stage provides for 24 flats at Lucy-st. 
and White-st. 

Sunderland.—By-law and TP approval to I. 
Smith for 28 houses at Holborn-rd. and Nook- 
side and 16 houses at High Barnes estate. A: 
Wm. & T. R. Milburn (A/A), 18, Fawcett-st.— 
By-law and TP approval to Durham and North- 
umberland Congregational Union for new 
church and church hall at Galway-rd., Grindon 
Vilage. A: S. W. Milburn & Ptnrs. (F/F), 
9, Esplanade. 

Sunderland.—New Anglican church proposed 
at Hylton Red House estate, £15,000 est. A: 
Cordingley & McIntyre (F/F), Owengate, 
Durham. 

Sunderland.—British Railways to build sub- 
depot for maintenance of diesel trains. 

Sunderland.—TC proposes to begin its 
£250,000 abattoir scheme. First stage to cost 
£20,000. Boro’ A. 

West Hartlepool.—Extensions to be made to 
furniture business premises of W. Gillis, Ltd., 
Whitby-st. A: S. J. Stephenson, Gillis & 
Pinrs., Saville-chmbrs., North-st., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne.—TC approved plans by Boro’ A: 
- Ma Sinclair (A) for three groups of 48, 56 and 
50 houses. 

Whitby—UDC to build eight houses on 
Paddock site and four single person’s houses 
at Bobbies Bank. No contracts let. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Ashton-in-Makerfield.—12 bungalows and 68 
houses at Low Bank-rd. estate and 4 additional 
houses at Landgate-la. estate, for UDC. *Direct 
labour. £116,212 and £5,564. 

Bernard Castle—R.c. frame for proposed 
Bar: ard Castle new mod. sch., for Durham CC, 
County A: G. R. Clayton (F), South-st., Dur- 
ham, *G. Stephenson (Builders & Contractors). 
Ltd., Chester-st., Bishop Auckland. £18,021. 

Barnsley.—Second instalment of Barnsley 
Mining and Technical College, for EC, *Direct 
labour, 

Bethnal Green.—16 maisonettes in two blocks 
at Arline-st., E2, for MBC. A: Skinner, Bailey 
: Lubetkin (A/A), 58, Queens-gdns., W2?. 

irect labour. £51,073. i 
a Billingham-on-Tees.—Construction of sewers 
; and “E” of Greatham Creek sewerage 
and sewage scheme, for UDC. Boro’ E&S: E. 


Shaw. *Norwest Construction Co., Ltd., Liver- 
pool. £155,797. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—73 houses at Roseberry- 
rd. estate, for UDC. S: E. Shaw. *C. M. 
Yuill, Ltd., Villiers-st., West Hartlepool, 
£102,859. 

Birkenhead.—New fitting shop at Corpora- 
tion-rd., for Alfred Holt & Co., Ltd. *Lloyd 
& Cross, Ltd., Port Causeway, Bromborough. 

Birmingham.—Contracts placed by House 
Building Com. during February. City A: A. G. 
Sheppard Fidler (F), AMTPI:—28 dwellings 
at Windermere-rd.. Moseley. *Direct labour. 
£43,988. 210 dwellings at Ladywood redevelop- 
ment area Unit 205. *Morris & Jacombs, Ltd., 
£556,695 (reduced tender). 10 dwellings at 
Staplehall Farm estate. *Geo. Stubbings, Ltd. 
£16,087 (reduced tender). 43 dwellings at Beilby- 
rd., Stirchley. *Gilligan Bros. £72,028 (reduced 
tender). 

Blackpool.—Following, for BC:—6_ shops 
with maisonettes over, 24 flats and 48 flats at 
Grange Park estate extension. *J. Valentine & 
Sons, 43, Thornton Gate, Cleveleys. £105,205. 

Bradford.—New Wyke sec. mod. sch., for 
EC. *John Radcliffe & Sons, Ltd., St. John’s- 
rd., Huddersfield. 

Burnley.—New miners’ institute at Bank Hall, 
Burnley. *Howarth Bros. (Colne), Ltd., Bank- 
chbrs., Colne-la., Colne. . 

Caithness-shire.—New Protestant prim. sch. 
at Wick. County A: William Wilson, County- 
bldgs., Wick. QS: Maclaren, Carson & Rae, 
19, Lyndoch-cres., Glasgow, C3. *Alexander 
Sutherland & Co., Ltd., Frances-st., Wick. 

Carlisle.—Technical college (final stage), for 
Clty C. City E: L. J. A. Stow. *J. Laing & 
Son, Ltd., Carlisle. 

Chester.—Secondary modern school Newton 
Hall estate, for City C. City E. *Thomas 
Warrington & Sons, Ltd., 82, Station-rd., Elles- 
more Port, Cheshire. 

Colwyn Bay.—19 houses at Elwyn-rd. estate, 
Rhos, for TC. *Edward Jones (Contrs.), Ltd., 
Bangor-rd., Penmaenmawr. £32,369. 

Crosby.—90 dwellings, Brownmoor-la., for 
B.C. Boro’ E&S. *Gregory Construction 
(North-Western), Ltd., 37, Hope-st., Liverpool. 
£138,866. 
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Cuckfield.—22 flats, America-la., Haywards 
Heath, for UDC. *W. C. Hilton, 137, Western- 
rd., Haywards Heath. £26,941. 

Darlington.—46 houses at Skerne Park estate, 
for TC. Boro’ A: E. A. Tornbohm (A), 
AMTPI. *Direct labour. £62,650. 

Felling.—155 garages at Leam-la. estate, for 
UDC. S:R. Morton. *Direct labour. £25,575, 

Felling —Additions to High Felling mod. 
sch., for Durham CC. County A: G. R. 
Clayton (F), South-st., Durham, *J. Sutton & 
Son, Ltd., Tinn-st., Gateshead. £10,427 (in lieu 
of tender withdrawn). 

Islington.—54 dwellings on three separate 
temporary bungalow sites at Hanley-rd. and 
Regina-rd., for MBC. A: Messrs. E. C. P. 
Monson (A/A), 120, Moorgate, EC2. QS: 
Messrs. Oswald E,. Parratt, FRICS. *Rowley 
Bros., Ltd. £107,442 (negotiated tender). 

Keighley.—New county infants’ sch. at Guard 
House No. 2 estate, for EC. Boro’ A: E. G. 
Felgate (A). *F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., York. 

Lancaster.—New church at Barton-rd., for 
RC Authorities. *Warren Construction Co., 
Ltd., Carnforth. 

Lanes.—Erection of following schools, for 
EC :—Phase 11, Accrington College of Further 
Education. *R. Costain & Sons (Liverpool), 
Ltd., Barlows-la., Fazakerley, Liverpool. 
£115,940. Ashton-in-Makerfield day special. 
*Kearsley & Gee, Ltd., Ashton-in-Makerfield. 
£41,499. Fleetwood Charles Saer county. 
Phase 1. *R. Eaves & Son, Ltd., London-rd., 
Fleetwood. £39,300. 

Liverpool.—New Everton sec. tech. sch., for 
EC. *Tysons (Contrs.), Ltd., Dryden-st., Liver- 
pool, £183,250. 

qLondon (Admiralty).—Particulars of con- 
tracts over £1,000 in value:—Yorkshire: Build- 
ing work, Chas. Higgins, Ltd., 77, Sholebroke- 
st., Leeds 7; F. Shepherd & Sons, Ltd., York ; 
Walter G. Birch (Harrogate), Ltd., Montpelier- 
hse., Cold Bath-rd., Harrogate. Renfrewshire: 
Building work, Peter McConnell, Ltd., 9, Under- 
wood-rd., Paisley. Devonshire: Building work, 
C. Bryant & Sons, Ltd., Small Heath, Birming- 
ham, 10. Morayshire: Building Work, The Scot- 
tish Tarmacadam & Asphalte Co., Ltd., 44-52, 
Bilbao-st., Glasgow, C5. Cumberland: External 
painting, J. A. Tunstall, ‘ Jesmondene,’ Towers- 
la., Cockermouth. Lincolnshire: External paint- 
ing, Wm. Latimer & Co., Ltd., Leeds. Somer- 
set: Civil engineering work, John Laing & Son. 
Ltd., Page-st., Mill Hill, NW7. 

London (Air Ministry)—New works contracts 
to value of £500 or over for week ended 
March 15:— Painting work: Hucknall, Watnall, 
Nottingham, M. A. Appleton (Contrs.), Ltd., 
22, Bilston-st., Wolverhampton. Waterproof- 
ing of hutting: Wethersfield, Essex, Macartney, 
Ltd., Birkett-hse., 27, Albemarle-st., W.1. Heat- 
ing and ventilating: Ballykelly, N. Ireland, 
Benham & Sons, Ltd., 66, Wigmore-st., W.1. 
Building work: Eastleigh, Southampton, H. G. 
Ross & Sons, Ltd., Victoria-rd., Netley Abbey, 
Southampton. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed 
by Southern Region:—Woodside: New retain- 
ing wall, W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., SW1S. 
Tonbridge motive power depot: Installation 
of central heating and hot water services, Fredk. 
Hayden, Ltd., Tunbridge Wells. Ashford, Kent: 
New telephone exchange, R. Corben & Son, 
Ltd., Maidstone. Semley-Gillingham, Dorset. 
Strengthening and drainage of embankments. 
Warings (Contractors), Ltd., Portsmouth, Hants. 
Charing Cross viaduct: Removal of arches and 
turntable structure and reinstatement, Demoll- 
tion & Construction Co., Ltd., SWI. 

London CC.—Home for 80 old people at 
Roupell-rd., Lambeth :— 


Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd. .. .. £110,201 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. .. 96,053 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd. . 91,312 


The Bunting Construction Co., Ltd. 88.987 


Oliver R. Croudace, Ltd. .. 87,184 
M. Howard (Mitcham), Ltd. sis 87,133 
Woodcock Bros. (Wimbledon). Ltd. 86,443 
*Bridge, Walker, Ltd., Lambeth .. 85,879 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £90,588. 

{London (MoW),—Contracts placed for week 
ended March 9:— 

Lancashire: Post Office Motor Transport 
Workshops, Meadow-st., Burnley, adaptations, 
J. H. Naylor & Son, Ltd., Celia-st., Burnley ; 
Automatic Telephone Exchange, Cheshunt-ave., 
Walkden, extension, John Dickinson and Co. 
(Bolton), Ltd., Fairclough-st., Bolton. 

London: Natural History Museum, South 
Kensington, SW7, North Block, Phase 2. erec- 


576 THE BUILDER March 22 1957 


tion of new block, A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., 79, Yorkshire: Withernsea, erection of telephone Stockport.—New concrete-framed factory at 
Eccleston-sq., SW1. exchange, J. Mather & Son, Ltd., Leeds-rd., Ashton-rd., Bredbury, for Exors. of James 
Stoneferry, Hull, Mills, Ltd. *Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., Adling. 
qLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts ton. 
placed in week ended March 8:—Berkshire: Sunderland.—New Farringdon sec. mod, s¢ 
Waterproofing, Bitumen Associates (Egham), for EC, Boro’ A: H. C. Bishop (A), Grange. 
Ltd., Egham. Co. Durham: Painting and hse., Stockton-rd., Sunderland. QS: Martin % 
decorating, Donald Humberstone & Co., Ltd., Felton, Refuge-bldgs., St. Thomas-st., Sunder. 
Louth. Hampshire: Painting and decorating, land. *John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Cay. 
Decorative Painting Contractors, Ltd., Houns-  lisle. £159,587. 
low; Painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., West Hartlepool.—16 houses at Owton Manor 
London. London: Lining Nissen huts, Frank estate, for the TC. Boro’ A: A. G. Sinclair 
R. Freeman, Ltd., London; Electrical installa- (A). *Direct labour. 
tion, John Hearson & Co., Ltd., London; Hot , West Hartlepool.—Additions to high sch, fo, 
water, J. B. Jackson and Ptnrs., Ltd., London. girls, for EC, A: L. Auton (A), Regent-bldgs, 
UNITE FOR STRENGTH Somerset: Painting and decorating, C. A. Hayes York-rd., West Hartlepool. QS: E. Elliott. 
& Sons, Painting), Ltd., Bristol. Stirlingshire: | same_address. Constg. engrs.: Cairns & Byles. 
Electrical installations, Batchelor & Buckling, 8, Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne,  *Johy 
Stirling. Surrey: Sewage disposal, Herbert Pool, Proud, Ltd., York-rd., West Hartlepool, £57,000. 
Ltd., Fleet. Wiltshire: Building, Thos. King & Steelwork, *Smith & Coates, Haverton Hill, Co, 
Sons (Builders), Ltd., Andover; Concrete Durham. 


garages, Woolaway Constructions, Ltd., Taun- Whitehaven.—Second stage of scheme for 
ton. new. general hospital, for Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Northampton.—Works, for BC: 28 small Regional Hospital Board. A: C. B. Pearson & 


flats at Kingsthorpe-gr. *Wilson & Son, Ltd., Son (F), Lancaster. *John Laing & Sons, Dal. 
67, Sheep-st., Northampton.  £32,152.—26 sSton-rd., Carlisle. £543,000. 
houses and 8 flats at King’s Heath. *Adkins & Worcs.—Following, for CC:—New ambul- 


Shaw (Bldrs. and Contrs.), Ltd., St. James-st., @mce station at Powick-la., Worcester. *Spicers 
Daventry. £55,132, (Bldrs.), _Ltd., Ombersley-rd., Worcester. 


Nottingham.—Phase 1 of People’s College £23,486.—New Astwood Bank sec. mod. sch., 
K U i L D E R S of Further Education at Walnut Tree-la., for Redditch. *Coleman & Tyas, Ltd., Victoria-rd,, 
EC. *W. J. Simms, Son & Cooke, Ltd., Not- Bedford-on-Avon. £111,948.—Erection of Soli- 


tingham, £409,409. hull sec. mod., Kidderminster *A, H. Guest, 
Ripponden.—New science block and lecture Ltd., Stourbridge. £156,275.—Extensions at 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY J westPStiRSiwoch choot “Sood Whason Slouibride e eh. Shins (Bl) a 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION} naths 2c Agceror’ Collicey: for National. Cool : 
~, pe Sons, Ltd., Higher O 
IN THE KINGDOM South’ Shields:—14 bungalows at Harton-la. cut cost i 9 

and 22 bungalows on allotment holding at oO 


Reading-rd. *J. W. Ridley, South Shields. usin 
Staffs.—New office block at Woods-la., Crad- % 


anes wo . a ‘ Lid.) Harper & “Sons Blackheath), Lage 3” BROAD- ACHESON} 
.6.0 p.a. scenes: LOADBEARING BLOCKS} 
Sonning tp cemenbnes innbeiinn for inner leaf of cavity walls 
free monthly issues of the BROAD & CO. LTD., PADDINGTON, W.2 } 
FEDERATION JOURNAL 
London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches , 
| THE FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS THE ESSEX 
1 26 GT. ORMOND STREET, HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 
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